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Shell give eke very lite 


of theſe Letters: Whoever 
ruſes them, will find in them Marks 
of Genuineneſs much * Yom 7 S 
: admit of the leaſt Doubt. * 


e muſt be 'own'd' Roe | 


they have leſs of Humour, of Le- 


ral, more intereſting, and abound with 


ſtronger Senſe. Madame de Marnte- 


non will from henceforth hold her Rank 


among the beſt h che Age of ; 


n % ee e 
By a Promiſe of 71 am not 
at Liberty to fy from what Hand theſe | 


Letters came ; Why this ſhould be 
its! 1 linger” not, for. my own 
Part ; I ſee nothing 1 in chem either to 

N 


2 


W 
ble in proving the Authenticity | 


vity, of Wit, than thoſe of Madame 
_"Sevigne; but they are at leaſt as natu- 5 


, 


05 vi 5 
prejudice or diſpleaſe any one: But, 
; <en-enjoined,-and-1t-was. _ 
my Buſineſs to acquieſce. 

H litherto Mankind have been much 
*M divided in their Sentiments of Madame 
[- de Maintenon. Some have looked upon 
- her as a deſigning Coquette ; others. 


have taken her for a Woman of pre- 
ciſe affected Piety : But I cannot be of 
Opinion that theſe Characters will be 
 , _ found in her Letters. will ſay 
he was of an unſettled Diſpoſition ; 


others, that ſhe owed her Elevation 
more to Chance, than to good Senſe 
and Virtue: The Coxcomb will al- 
| low her to be a very narrow Genius; 
the Penſive will regard her uncommon 
Piety as a political Refinement only, 
and fancy he can deduce Proofs of 
> een bet en ae 
'F or myſelf, who would wh ad. 
thing that a unworthy of it, 1 
pn be ſuffered. to-admire this Lady, 
leaving others to look into hey Heart, 
2 pa an on it. Her Cha- 
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cuous in theſe art 
* 


10 


leſs Bilets, wrote to Perſous n 
vhom ſhe had not the leaſt —— 
for political Fetches, not to preuail at 
length over" abe Magni of the hu! 
man Heatt. aud er 
Let thoſe o dein of her ſupe - 
rior Genius, reflect only on her For- 
tune: Is it poſſible to ſoar on high 
without Wings 7. or can ſuch 3 
« Flight, be maintained without Efforts 
and without Vigour? 1e 1434 . 
It is true Madame te Maintezion i 
was devout, perhaps more ſo than was 
neceſſary at V. erſailles.; But how many 
good Qualities muſt not ſhe have had. 
hg, ſome at Court were ini 
tating 2 could nn — 
to excuſe her in the Exereiſe of it! 
The Publication of theſe Letters, it 
is preſumed, will have its Uſe; they 
Will at Icaſt hey that refined: political 
Schemes are no Ways incompatible 
with a Taſte. for the moſt ſuhlime De- 
votion, and that it is poſſible at 4 


ſame Time to "on 8. rye; 99 
Tacitus. 
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Volume, but ſole 


has thought 


« "24 
* 


Thoſe who a or Intrigue," 
ſpar themſelves che Trouble of read- 
g theſe Letters. The Elevation 'of 
Madaine + Maintenon had nothing in 

it but what was lawful and natural; 
5 0 ſhe Was therefore the Wonder of 
the Age ſhe lived in. 
In this Collection are inge many 
dat were written to her by eminent 
; Pendvris ji not in order to ſwell the 


ly with a View. of 


adding to the Pleakire of 'the Rea- 


der: I am not certain whether every 
one of them may be placed in exact 


Order of Time. 1 TEL gilt + 323 
There ate other Letters of Madaine 
ie Maintenon (and fome of Madame de 


) not printed in this Volame, - 
which will ſhortly be publiſhed;' 
In this new Edition, the Tranſlatetr 
ropet to add 'the'266th 
Letter, from the firſt Volume of - 
N whete- it Was formetly 
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FOU fatter me, 1 indeed. too | 
much, and treat me, almoſt; as ifl were 
of the other Sex. Vour Encomiums 

on me 7; carry more Flattery i in them than 
thoſe of Mopſieur De M— His Praiſes 
are more paſſionate; but "they. are leſs tender” 

than yours : T ſhould, in Truth, be Thy 'of a 

Lover that could find-a Way to'r "my. | Heat with 

the ſame Addreſs - 25 you get Admittance to 1 

Paris would be little regretted by me, were you 

I bent from it: You eclipſe every, Thing 

pleaſes me in that City. The Tears we veg 

nnn > * . Cr ro Re "ſhed 


ta). 
hed together 1 ſhall never forget ; cry Tims ; 
I thigk of them, I weep again; and as often as 
\ I fit upon that Chair of your own working, 
What new Delight does it afford me! When ! 
nnd myſelf in the Humour to write to you, 1 
ay neither ſatisfied with my Expreſions nor my 
Thoughts, unleſs I make uſe of your very Pa- 
per and Pens. I beg you would diſpenſe with 


me from uling all the Paper in Letters to you: 
bn" ch phe aj pc ypar 


much Wit as Monſieur Scarron., I have a great 
Affection for Mademoiſelle de Newillan : Pray 
| acquaint her with it, and thank her for the Ser- | 
vice ſhe has done me in giving me ſuch a Friend 

as yourſelf, who might afford me ſome Comfort 


| | in the Lol of a Mothery were any Thing im 


TORS >. 
LE T TER II. 


1 aupected, that the little Gul, who 

came into my Chamber ſux Months ago in a 
Gown too ſhort, and fell a- crying, I know not 
far what, had as much good Senſe as her Looks 
ee ee | 


with you, I ſhould never have imagined 
a Lee Urn) eee of 


do far I come ſhort of you. e 
e Cc. WE * 


3 turns of it we have alteady bad; ant ht "2 | 
— Phyficians f of it, for you will e them Brit: = 
ann * 
21 : * 2 AIR how . 
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much Wit, that I am out of Temper with my 


own, for not having ſooner made me ſenſible of 


all the Metit of yours. N 


Niort, we might learn to write elegant Letters: 
And I cannot well conceive- the Reaſon why 


you have taken the ſame Care to conceal your | 
Wit, as. others do to diſplay theirs. Now that 


you are diſcovered, you ſhould make no more 
Difficulty of writing to me than to Mademoi- 


ſelle de St. Hermant. Il muſter up my whole 


Skill to return you as good a Letter as your 
own ; but you will have the Pleaſure to find 


> 


11 ETTER m. 
e the Jame to the ſame... 


Fa 


Vo r 1 of x Teng Age: „ 
turns ta a Quartan, we ſhall: have tiou - 
bleſome Gueſt the whole Winter, fur youI not 


doubt of its being as great a Plague to me as to 


Pray let me know how many 


— #; ima hol 


= 0 4 9 
ern our or ge — 
ef. Overwhelm' d as I am with Ils, I cer- 
tainly rely much on my own Strength to bear 
po greata Share in your Sicknefs. I know not 
whether I ene e eee ee 
upon m Guard, the frſt Time I Hy ou To 
been ſo.) But then, how unlikely was it, that 
a young Girl ſhould diſcompoſe the Mind of an 
$ old Batchelor Who!could-bave ever ſuſpected 
bet of doing me Miſchief enbugb to make me 
regret being no longer in à Condition to take 
Revenge! But, Compliments a part, I know 
| you are ill, and am ignorant whether they at- 
tend you as they ought; this increaſes the Vex- 
: ation Ihave in ſeeing you: 3 as 1 dd 
. you. For, WOES vs Das. 


Wit you, my "Tris, firetch'd at Eaſe, 

= Can find Repoſe whene er you pleaſe, . 

1 In Sheets of dirty Hue; 1 

Wi! +; Poor I, your re{tleſs love: ſick Swain, 
", Tumble and toſs all Night, with Pain, 

v0 — dang 21 Wee 257 
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933 e diss pes more dun Ts fans 
ec Oh, how Iadore you | What Folly thus 
10 level 1. conſfantly in my Mind to take 1 
Jowney, vos; 6 
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79). 74 
it not Madneſs? Oh!" return, return, 4 
am diſorder d enough to regret abſent Beauties, 
I ſhould have known my Caſe better, and con- 
ſidered my Infirmities as more than enough, in 
deing maim'd arid crippled from Head to Foot, 
- without adding another Diſtemper, that of Im- 
patience to fee you. Tis à curs'd Diſeaſe. 
Don't I well know how it is with poor N pl 
becauſe he ſees you not ſo often ein x4. 
though he ſees you every Day? He writes about 
it like one in deſpair and PH warrant you he 
is by this Time damned, not. for being a 


every Thing. Lou qught, however, to fig 
down contented with your Conqueſts; and leave 
Mankind at laſt to enjoy a little Peace. 


Heretic, but becaufe he loves 90% this is ſaying 


Lou are very bappy in not having RAR 621 E 


"wht 1 ſhould. handle you to good Purpoſes 


Vou laugh, perhaps, at my Menaces ; | but I 
know, proud Beauty, Men of Reſolution ar _ 


not wanting in an Affair the public are ſo 
greatly intereſted in: They will. not ſuffer theip _ 
Sex to be killed with Impunity. And now tell 
me, Charmer; are you a ann you ate a 
Turk upon my Honour; I am too ſenſible f 


it; and chat too of the moſt malicious Cult 97 | 


Nay, the better Sort of theſe People are great. 
+: but, from vyhat I know. in yout - 
7 | B ES 2 Tein, 
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* the Proverb, all hat gliters is not Cd: in Ene, 


: will be fadly diſconcerted. And ſhould 
It a hundred Times over, I ſhall never love you 


"0 BE Ne. 
| Temper, you would not do a Kindneſs for a 


no, not even to them that love you. 
n reality good for nothing, tho? 
ee 7 apa fog (aces god. gong 


you are as deviliſbly miſchievous as fair: And 


notwithſtanding all this, (ſuch is the Power of = 
in, more than I 


Mw "> Me 


">" 


x Fo LETTER W. 
1 5 Fun the ſame to ee T 
Her peeviſh are you ? If you had not many 


good Qualities, what Plagues muſt I endure 


in cultivating 3 Friendſhip with you ? Wel, 


when once I break my Word with you, you 
I break 


Ie. You ſee, I have ſo great an Affection for 
my Friends that I am aſhamed of it. But 1 


conſeſs too there are ſome ſmall Inconveniences 


to be met with from me. 1am deviliſh lazy ; 
to ſhew you how true this is, mere Sloth hin- 
ders me from finding the Verſes for you ʒ though 


I long mote to ſend them to you, than you do | 

_ $0 receive them; and tis 
after you have well rated me. But you ſhall 
R "ke 


the utmoſt I may do, 


o 
& =" 


„ 
fee how patiently I will bear it, and may thence- 
conclude that I am. at leaſt fit to bear chidingy if 

fit for nothing better. It is needleſs for any one 

to ſtrive to ſet us at Variance ; we can quarrel 
well enough by ourſelves, without others having 

a Hand in it: We ſhall indeed quickly be recon- | 
ciled, but fall to it again with redoubled Malice. 
Adieu. If I am any thing leſs than your moft 
humble and moſt obedivite Servant, "Us" Devil whe 
take me. - 


[LETTER v. 
From the ſame to the ſume: 


| Now for it! Here are the a CY 
will convince you, my little T. yerels, that L 


bad done well, to have been U upon my Guard 
againſt you. 


. My Dove, my- wi ac 2 7 hi : 
1 1 heard your Wit, | 
e e 
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1 But from your: nenn once debe, 

=. What Torturers I endur'd ! 7 7 41 

— "ova an — 
i Reaſons be ers. 


; 4 
P III. 2 HUI 
pats, which | ought to give Relics N 
But added to my Pain; wie $44 
Fer in your Chains ſtill faſter link'd, - 
fas. and in vain. 


Obdurate Iris ! cruel Fair! | 
To kindle ſuch a Flame: 
To make me burn, conſume, and long FL 
f 9 nn, 5 
885 V. 
Should I my Paſſion once reveal, 
=_— Your Anger twould procure; | 1 
And ſhould I keep the Secret doſe, W 
3 | My. Di dolution's ſure. eo ES * ** 
Luckleſs Dilemma !--Death--or your Diſdain;-- 
With Patience die, rather than live i in N. , 
M. De Mioſſens is ill of the ae: It's plain 
's fond of you. Toy and I ſhall de 
K een a il. * 
EET | 'LE T- 
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I. "HE ER 
From the ſame. to the ſame . 
18 255 2 nn $37. of 41 . 
1 SEND you, Madam, my Confeſlion./: Tb 
Ind before the World as a Penitent; no 
Soul living is to be truſted ſo G r 
e 8 S 4 ei 90 


. tris, your Eyes "408 Er d me through, | 
Tis youTlove, and only,, wy 
You only T adere: e 1 

! lovely Iris, hen v0 eat. 


. That I addreſs another Fair 
TCO b bad > 


N *. 
** * # £ 5% THE 


This is ſwearing by the River Styx : Ana eam 
I, my Charmer, bind myſelf to you by too a. 
cred an Oath ? Nen "Wn ; wk Bas 


A. 


The v 0 W. . 

PIE 12 

k "By Styx ! 1 love 1 you, and "tis [AREA — 4 

* _ Alas ! that heath niſh Oath \ won't. 40; 5 

Then wind my Chriſtian- Vow,. my. "Dear; ear 

By Heav ns, III ever prove ſincere ! . 
Tho you ſhould frown, and prove 
eee . 


andy 0 


' Why ſhould I love one, Who will never love 


+3616, died the 17th of Ofober, 1706. 


1 #. 1 

4e This Flame I'm born to; but: tis you muſt tell, 

6 Wer or Flames 
of Hell, 


What the Devil had I to do in that Galley? 


me ? Vou are ever telling me with a Gaiety that 
cuts me to the Heart, that J love you becauſe 
you OY OE ERC 
cauſe I am «gh. 


Tho 8 ante 
Are falſe, e e WA, x 5 
And Rocks which Men ſhould on h 
Vet Iris has ſuch Alte, ſuch Graces, | 
And fo divinely fair her Face is, - 
TT e TS 


pe | "—" | p 
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. LETTER vn. 
From Madame Scarron to daumen. 


de Lenclos.* f 


Ja SEND you ſome Verſes which Mr. Scarron 
EP you, after having tried in 


vain to make ſome ga you. I would. not 
ſuffer him to ſend them to you, and told him, 
g N. which you ſee how much I rely on you, that 


* Ninon ds Lenchs, born at Paris the 15th of Mop, 
they 


t _ ) 

- they would be more acxepable from oy Hand 
than from his. 

Four Friends all Wag for your Return,” 
Ever ſince your Abſence my Court has been 
more numerous; but that's a poor Amends to 


yawn. The Marquis ſeems juſt as heavy and 
melancholy as he was "the firlt Day after your- 
Departure; he cannot inure himſelf to your: 
Abſence ; tis an heroic Conſtancy. Return, 
my moſt Amiable ; all Paris begs it of you. If 
M. de Villareraur knew all the Reports that Ma- 
dame de Fieſque ſpreads againſt him, he would 


- == 
_ PS” ” 
! © 


them : They chat and play, they. drink and 2 


be aſhamed'of detaiuing you longer st. 
Evremetid talks of ſending Chatillon, Miofſens- 


and Rincy, in Quality of Knights-errant, in 


order to ſtorm your old Caſtle and carry you off. 


Return, deareſt Ninon,; and bring back to us the 


Graces with all their Train of Pleaſiires. Theſe- 
are my hearty Wiſhes, n Of te Searvon: 


follow. 


The W 1 8 . ar 

WY 1HOT 

1 Nias; been 

Whoſe Orders are at Court NT 
By all the fluttering Beaux: 


Such are thy Charms, and ſuch thy wi, 
Tpbat all admiring, ſilent ſit, ; 


Nor durſt thy Pow'r oppoſe! | 
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| When” tis the Birth-day of the " 6 5 
Wpat preſent ſhall T bring my Fair, 132 
© To equal her Deſert? , _ | 
_ Freely I'll give her all my Store; 2 
e the 0 can 25 5 Ws 
10 2? Fog 13.4 0 . % I8-? 1 8 


11 N 7 wel + III. "Lv 
| Wen then, view er tis  Ninon's b. 
To change her preſent Virgin-1 . ; 


And yield at length to Love; oh gh 


Who ſhall that matchleſs Prize hc rn 
Ihe be of Bridegrooms prove! 


Perfect in Body and in Mind, d ei 
May he have Gold in ſtor el! 
May Peace and Plenty ever reign ! 
May all the r 3 
And Niner's Charms adore! F, 
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LE TER vin. 
To Madaus de Fontenay: 


5 4 Prin Feb, 14, 1553. 
„ 2 * * „2 U * #/.® * 
* TY „ „ * „He will never for- 
6 give it you,“ ſaid he, in a Tone and with an 


Air which I have not perceived in him before 


Vou have wounded him in the moſt ſenſible 
cc Part; you have! deceived his Confidence 
In ſhort, he gives Looſe to Paſſion, which 1 
could never have thought him capable of. Write 
to him, tell him the Cauſes of your Diſcontent; 
tell him every Thing boldly, and I will watch _ 
the lucky Moment. It would be a great Aﬀlic-+ 

tion to me to be deprived of the Correſpondence 
of a Perſon I fo dearly love. Neither be dif. 
couraged, nor give Way to him: In-two Days 
Fll engage your Peace ſhall be made. Upon 
the whole, you baye been guilty only of a Piece 
of Imprudence, and bis Heart is inclined to clear 
vou. My Huſband is ſurptized at ſo ſudden a 


Rupture; - He fays, that inſtead of being alarmed, . 


r eee n Doaglt > 
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| ceſs; however, be aſſured he will attempt Im- 


pantry pique 


| cl nt aol being rv 19D 
Lint he o 


024). 


To Madame Palin. 


| | Paris, es: 
HAVE told Sowvrs all that you yourſelf 
would have faid to him. I doubt his Sue- 


poſſibilities; he has promiſed me as much. He 
allows his Friend's Behaviour to be baſe, but he 


inſiſts his Faults are leſſen d by your Haughti- | 
neſs. The Affair is without Remedy; all he 

can do is to prevail on him to double the Sum. 
.- With this you may be happy, if you really 


know how. to be ſo: Reputation may be fe- 


gained. Give yourſelf up to God; at leaſt re- 
fire for ſome time from the World; you may 


ſoon appear in it again, as if this Accident had 


ways loved Virtue / and when the World ſhall 
bes perſiaded of this, which may be effected by 
your Retirement, they will forget your Fran- 
ct be Palaifeau, Priorefs of A genres. al 


had 4 Feat Affection for her in his Youth, But ne 
jilted him. e e 
who to marry her, ſhe came back to ber 
firſt , who had then loſt his 


Vis comets. 


ties. 


0159 : 
ties. Mr. Scar; who. forms rights 
ment of Things when he conſiders them feri- 


oully, is of my Opinion. " Apply to ſon ho» 


right Way. All is Vanity: and Vexation of 
Spirit you muſt know it by Experience. 
Throw yourſelf into the Arms of God i Hes 
the only -Being of whom we are never tireds 
EH, ˙—˙ ü 
Tn nee 5 


LETTER x _ 
| To Madame de Pommereil. 


| bt etl Pari, Fuh 10, 1655. 
1 1 6 the whole Ware m 

produce an Inſtance of ſo refined a Paffion, 
as that of Mr. $carron's for you, eyer ſince he had 
the Honour to ſee you at his Bed's Head. He 


Madame de Longueville : To you he gives the 
Prize of Beauty, the Prize of Wit, the Prize of 
"Virtue.. Fou, Madam, are the only Perſon 
whoſe Name he pronounces with Reſpect. For 
your Sake he bas ſorgot the fair Unknown, and 
pardon d Madaillan. Madame a Brienne is 
jealous of you, and fo is Madame 4 He, 
* 2 1 TY bY. Ifhall 
: | 4 - not 


* 


allows none ſo. beautiful. as yourſelfy. not even 


: 


* 
Os ” % N J — 0 * 


WS | - 
> ot hae ou ccrn. eden? 
| tis a Preſent from too formidable a Rival: If 1 
Would be adviſed by my Friends, I ſhould ger 
pyou deprived of the Prayers oſ the Church, and 
__ . forbid the Prieſt of M. Dylan dis Payer to re- 
member his Benefactreſß. Madame di Botmea 

is juſt returning home from hence: She is ſo 
much e 
-* _ Chearfulneſs;and Zeal, chat one is aſhamed. 
_ R al Fare 


* RR At 


ine you; "Madam 7 
5 5 che Affair of the DE 4 it 18 hap- 
mY terminated by the Protesten of that Hero, | 
to whom we owe alt Things, _ and whom you. 
Have the Pleaſure of loving. The Provoſt of | 
the Merchants liften'd to Reaſon, as ſoon as he | 
heard the great Name of. Foujuet. .. Give me 
leave, I'beſeech you, dam, to come. an nd 
thank you for it at . Madame & Vaſe 1 
ur Kin neſs Gill continues for 


ETD 


—_ 7 rn 
e e 
ee. A © 


LE ETTER XIL 
"To the Jane. 5 


babe Fans S. 4. 1650. 

T Low you have „ met with, becomes 
a public one, Madam, by the Share the 
Court and City take in it. If any Thing could 
alleviate your Grief, it would doubtleſs 'be the 
Proof this Event gives you of the Efteem which 
all France ſhews for you, and the Superinten- 
dant of the Finatices. The Nation could not 
have wept mers for the Death of the Duke 2 | 
Anjou. As for me, who am your Debtof on fs. 
many Accounts, I have much more need of re- 
ceiving Conſolation, than Capacity to give any. £ 
I loved that Child with infinite Tenderneſs, and 
read in his Looks a Felicity and Glory which 
God has not ſuffered him to arrive at. His 
holy Name be praiſed; Heaven, Madam, has 


ſnatch'd him _ Fa but ir is to Wy ith 
TOO: OE? HE BETS 


about the Propoſal Madame de Banden kits Aude 


olf it in a Huſband ho has no other Preſerva- 


too much on my Power. I beſeech you, Madam, 


| 669 
To the ſame. | 


Paris, 8 18, 1660. 


E Obligations you have laid me under 
have not permitted me, Madam, to heſitate 


WE 


TI 


me in your Name : It is fo honourable for me, L 
am ſo weary of my preſent Situation, and have ſo 


great a Veneration for you, that I would not 
have demurr'd a Moment, even though the 


Gratitude I owe you had been filent in. the Caſe. 
But Mr. Scarrom, though your Debtor and 
moſt humble Servant, cannot conſent - to it. 
My Inſtances have not ſoſtened him, nor my 
Reaſons perſuaded him. He conjures yon to. 
love me leſs, or give nie Proofs of it that may 
| be leſs grating to his AﬀeRion for me. Read. 

his Petition, Madam, and forgive the Vivacity 


_ tive againft Melancholy, no other Comfort in 

all his Afflictions and Infirmities than his be- 
loved Wife, I told Madame Bonneaz, that if 
you would ſhorten the Term, I might perhaps 
| gain his Conſent ; but I now plainly fee it is in 
vain, to flatter myſelf ſo. far, and that I preſumed. 


. continue me your Protection: Nobody is more 


ny (19). 
devoted to you than I am wad D 
nm 


: LETTER x W. Et 
| eee eee, 1 


In not 10 es ves, Reluinof the 5 
King's Entry: I can only tell you it's im- 
poſſiple to make you conceive the Magnificence = 
of it, Nothing I think could exceed it; the 
Queen muſt needs have gone to Bed fufficiently 
contented with the Huſband ſhe has choſen 
The Cardinals Houſhold was far from the worlt 
Part of the [Sight : It began with ſeventy- two 
Mules ; the firſt 24 were ſimply enough capart- 
ſon'd 3 the ſecond 24 made a better Figure 
and the reſt had Trappings of red Velvet embrwĩ 
dered witch Gold, with Silver Bits and Bells. 
Next came 24 Pages, and the Gentlemen and 
Officers of his Houſhold; and after them 12 
Coaches and his Guards: In fine, the Cardinal's 
Houſhold were above an Hour palling by. That 


'* Wife of Lani Fe Mornay, Margais of Pillars. | 
ceaur, was a Lady of great wt exceflively jealous. 
of her Huſband, the moſt amiable and coſt unſaith- 
ful Man of his Time, 171 

+ In che Poſthumous Works of La He we 
Na Va, tn mich wrote half 
in Pro in N . : 
Me i cs So: 

4 f 
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18 20 1 | 

of + Monſieur: came next. I forgot to telf you 
that among the Cardinal's Houſhold there were 
24 led Horſes, adorned with ſuch magnificent 
Trappings, that I could net take my Eyes from 
them. Monſieur's Houſhold on this account 
made but a yery poor Figure ; ſome ſay there 
was a Deſign in this, and that it was done in 
order to expoſe the exceſſive Opulence of the 
Cardinal; Count 4 Efries calls this 'a proud 
Sitnplicity. Ehe King's Houſhold was truly 
Royal ; the Pages of the great and ſmalb Stables 
dextrouſly managed their Horſes; the ſeverab 
Brigades: of Mouſquetaires were diſtinguiſhed 
dy different Feathers. in their Hats; the Pages 
of the Bed Chamber were in Velyet embroidered 
wich Gold. M. d. Noails at the Head of the 
Licht Horſe,” Varderat the Head of the Hundred 
Sent. Then the Lords of the 
Court followed the Light Horſe: There were ſa 
many of them, and eyery one making ſo great 
2 Figure, it was impoſlible to give the Preference 
to either. I looked for. my Eriends among 
them: Bauvron paſſed by firſt, and looked about 
for me, but bis Eyes did not happen to meet 
mine. I watched for M. 47 Villarceauxs but he 
was mounted on ſo fiery a Steed, that he had 
got” 20 Yards beyond me beſore 1. oo fight of 


A The K Broker e ae. e 
RS j * him x 


(a) 
IT He vari bf fs Cath uk 
elegantly 7 dreſſed ; „ his 'brown Head was 
Fettes and great Notice? was. taken of 
n by the Spectatots. "Theſe" Nöblemen all 
x te bo at che Baleony of the Abbe 4 l. 
ke You know who was there.” TO RS 
de Guiche, adorned with Jewels ſpatkling in Ee 
Sun, ſurrounded with ſplendid Liveries, and 
followed by ſeveral Officers of theGuards, went 
up into the, Balebnys Where his Eigure, as you; | 
may judge, was much. admired, Marſhals 7 
of | Franct- preceded" the” King, before whom a 
Brocade Canopy was carried ——(Part of the; 
AM — is tern here. wic ſurpriſing e Fa 


ed with Pages Jielled in violet coloured . * 
laced with Silver, and Feathers:1 in their Hats: a” 
is hard to ſay what made the fneſt Appearance 1 
in this Proceſſion ; were I to diſpoſe of the Prize,” 2 
1 ſhould” give it to the Hole! that cartied the © 
Seals. La Frille affected > $i ngularity that 
did not arifwEr his EXpeRtations: He wore black 
Ribbands and Black Feathers. - The Chevalier —. 9 
de Gramnt, Rouvills, © Ballefords, and Tome 

others, followed the Cardinal's Houſhold; every a 

Body was ſurprized at it: Some ſay they did i 3 
out of Flattery, and tis pröbable there nay de | 
ſome Truth in this Aſſertion. The Preſidents 


* look d ridiculous * with their 


Mortar 


(44) 

Mortar Caps, which at a Diſtance one might 
have taken for Sweet-meat-Boxes. Next Sunday 

a Firework is to be played off on the River. 

They talk of nothing but Diverſions: and Plea- 

ſures. For my Part, I have none greater than 
| when Lane girjag foe men Mw 

SO. 


12 1 7's K Iv. 
123 * 


7 HAVE a moſt r Senſe, Madam, of 
the Service you have done me, and am the 
more charmed with your Manner of proceeding, 
as you, have given me your Protection with- 
out firſt promiſing, it. There, is ſomething 
ſo noble in the Aden, that you may from 
_ thence judge of my lively Gratitude, and pro- 
found Reſpect. From henceforth I may labour 
quietly i in the Buſineſs of my Salvation. Lhave 
indeed promiſed God to gi ive the fourth Part; of 
my Penſion to the Poor. Theſe. 500, Livres 
more than Mr. Scarron bad, are in Juſtice due 
to them, were it only to atone nens 
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uber PER XVI, 
Se. Gm * 18 1664. * 
We 
to ſpend Part of the Autumn here; 
you will therefore make your. Vintage without 
us: Believe me, nothing but ſo ſtrong a Reſo- 
OT that which we, haye taken, could have 
made us refuſe your Offers, We lead a very 
uniform, yet pleaſant Life here. Madame de 
Figſque, Beuvron; Mademoiſelle de Pralin, and 
Coulanges, give us every. Evening a little Con- 
cert. - The Abbe makes Verſes, or reads ſuch 
as come to us from Paris. We haye the Morn- 
ing to ourſelyes, and. the reſt of che Day we 
dedicate to Play, Converſation and Mufſte. At 
St. Germain there is nothing but Pleaſure ; at 
Paris they do nothing but mope or fleep. The 
Days here are more ſerene, the Air purer, the 4 
Zephyrs milder. Adieu, dear Couſin, . 9 
n | 3 
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LETTER i 
6 — 1 


A ee eee eee. 20, 1666, 

1 Wa you, Madam, for the Retreat yon 

offer me; but am now quite averſe to re- 

moving from St. Juni i-Street Nothing but a 
recluſe Life can ſuit | me in the Condition to. 
which I am reduced by the Death of the Queen 
Dowager. I will do myſelf the Honour to wait 
on you with the Veil, ſuch as you have beſpoke 

» i My Mourning is very different from that 
of the Court: 1 have my BenefaQtreſs, my 


Tranquility and my Happineſs to weep for. 
Have you read the Sonnet which the Abbé has 


made on the Queen's Death? Tis much the 
fineſt Piece of the Kind. The Abbẽ muſt cer- 
tainly be a Lover of * n he praiſes it 
* 2 3 9 5 * 5 eh 20 


2 1 


1. E 1 E * XVII. 
To the fame 


March 3» 1666. 
I: "Any Madam, 3 in the Preſence of God, that 
could T have foreſeen the Queen's Death, I 


would not have accepted of that Match : I ſhould 
have 


3 < 25 " 
nave bes a Liber much more; and e. 
ſpected my Indigenee. My Friends are cruel, 
they blame ine for rejecting the Offers of a Man 
of Birth and Fortune indeed, but void of Senſe and 
Manners, - I have urged on this Subject tothe 
' Marſhal's Lady, the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſenſible 
Arguments I was Miſtreſs of; yet ſhe condemns 
me, and ſays I am'the Author of my own Mif- 
fortunes. *Tis true I ought not to be thus re- 
gretting the Loſs of the Penſion that ſupported 
me, God will make Aments for it; 1 ſhould be 
lamenting the Loſs of my Solitude, my Liberty, 
my Repoſe; Bleſſings which could not be te- 
ſtored to me without à Miracle. Was the Re- 
fuſal yet to be made, I would again do the ſame, 

: notwithſtanding the extreme Poverty by. which 
Heaven is pleaſed to try me: I have conſulted 
my Heart; I have viewed, I have conſidered, 
and well weighed every Thing: And I am not 
guilty, Madam, 1 am unfortunate 3 and that is 

indeed ſufficient. | 1 N a 


bt UBTTE R XIX. 


To 0 vu. de Lenclos. dot 
2 | March 8, 1666. 


| YOUR, weg. . 
Cruelty: of my Friends: In my preſemt 
| Condition I cannot dos often repeat to . 
ents 7 5 C 897 unt : 
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| Mt dou not having received him, not- 
_ withſtanding 
19965 Tou could neverhave madehinifenſible that 
_c\hief@{t Viſit ought to beithe lat. Aſſure woſe 
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7 1 FL 
abe what it is. At ue Royal Square they blame 


me, at St. Germain they commend me, but ns 
where do they think of pitying, or of ſerving 
date dared to make to me between chat Man 
and Mr. Keurron ? O Heavens I what a Diffe- 
rente? The latter, without Wealth, without 


dhe Pleaſures, of Life, brought good Company 
about nes; the, other would have. awd; them 


| bnd not only Factcioulnch of — 


al che World ſaw, he had a Solidity which 
ſcarce any Body perceived in him: This, other 
is neither ſprightly, humorous, nor ſolid; if he 


85 talks, he is ridiculous. My Huſband was ex- 
cellent upon the whole; I had corrected bis too 


eat Freedoms ; he was neither mad nor vi- 


r His Probity would ſtand any Teſt, his 
Diſintereſtedi 


a nels was not to be matched. 9. — 
loves nothing but Pleaſure, and has che Efteem 


of none but profligate Youths ; the Prey of Wo- 


men, — pure rl haughty, 
chips 4>r and prodigal; at leaſt I 
aw all theſe Qualities in him. I con- 


the Recommendations of La C | 


11% 


tm) 


ne 
that my Heart is perfectly free, and will always = 
remain ſo: I have too 'much experienced, that- 
the happieſt Marriage carries with it 6 (we 
Shate of Delight, but Liberty! find dees. Pray, 
make my Compliments to M. de 1 Riiebefou 
daz, and eil len e Book of JIM the Book 
of Maxinis ate the only'things L read. Len 
give you no chanks, ſince you ate determined 
not to receive any; my Gratitude however will | 
ſuffer no Diminution by the Silence you ino 
me. How . 
acillable Flies and How pleaſin fing is itt beg vdr | 
Debtor! FE” nannt #3 Tot erat tel - 


It) ed 0:1 ur non vhs 2 baits en 


4710 3 * * mn 
4 ft 411 LETT: UL ER R XX. - hy 3 
* n a Ine de Chantelou. ala bt. 
fr: ed 6 *; Ht 2 2 5 N 4.44466 4] 6160-J6r--- | 
wy” $13 cet ng: Fal Avril . þ . I 
Von g. Matar, how fariV am. from:the © | 
[ predicted Grandeur ; 1. ſubmit % Erovie | 
dense ; and, indeed,. what Would it avail moto | 
murmur: againſt the Almighty. ? OBE. Fr 4 
have adviſed me to apply. to;M. * en * $38; 5 


they had forggt the NMraſqns I have 
nothing from him. Shall 


CF 
F 


ppurgoſbeing his Penſioner ? I have been ſent | 
. | 82 | to 


| \38) 
10 M. Colbert, and to what Purpoſe? Ted 
Petitions have been preſented to the King, in 
Which the :4bbe Teſtu exhauſted his Rhetoric, 
and they have not even obtained a reading · Oh! 
were it my Fate to be in high Favour, how 


Auifferently ſhould I treat the Unfortunate ] How 

nnen, be depended on ! When I 
Wanted nothing, I might have obtained a Dio- 
ceſe g and now. that I am in Want of every 
eg Ale fend ve Madyms e 
 uillJes about it, I -will ſpeak—in the very Tone 
that means juſt the contrary. Every one has 
indeed offered me Services, but no body has done 
mme any. The Duke has no Intereſt at Court, 
the Marſhal is begging for himſelf: In ſhort, 
Madam, it is too certain that my Penſion will 
not be reſtored. I believe God calls me to him 
by theſe Trials: He calls his Children by Ad- 
Verſities. Let him call me ; I will follow him 
through the auftereſt Rules: I am as tired of the 
World, as the Courtiers can be of me. I thank 
you, Madam, for the Chriſtian Confolations 
you offer me, and for the Fabel ien ur 


Brother tells me you ſhew to him. * 45 
0H 121 4 
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25 r @Artigni. | 


Pane, Fore 303 1666. 


Ir all that the Portugueze Ambaſſador's Lady 
relates to me concerning Donna Almera ts 


true; T ſhall have no Reaſon to regret either 


Poitau or Paris: That Princes is rich; generous 


and beneficent : She- was educated: here, and 
loves every thing that. comes from hence: She is 
not upon ill Terms at Court, and her Children 
are amiable and: good natured- The Partugitze 
amg exceſſively. polite, very ingeniout, and ng. 
nificent. At Laſbon there is more good Com- 
pany than we commonly imagine; and the Heat 
there is not exceſſive: In ſhort, they promiĩſa 


me I ſhall find every Kind of Satisfaction and 


Delight. Now, what do I leave behind me 
here ? Friends to whom I am a Burthen, People 
that know not how to reſpect the Unfortunate: - 
The Marſhall 2 Albrer is this only one left? But 


Things are much altered; he was formerly | 


my Friend, he is now my Protector. He has 
been good enough to make-Intereſt for me wich 
Madame de Mamteſpan: Pray, manage Mattes 
fo as to procure me the Honour of. being.-preſents- 
ed to her, when I come to return you my Thanks 


C3 and. 


| 3) 
and take Leave of you, that I may not reproach 


TE rr Oe Oe 
Wonder of it. | 
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\ LETTER XIII. 


r | To Modame de Chantelou. 
Naters n 31 £145 tt: of 4 
166: e te ch Pres: Jah 115 2666. 


e determined, Madam, that I am not t 
go to Portugal. A few Days ago Madame 
Thiange introduced me to her Sifter, and told 
her that I was to ſet out immediately for Li/bon; 
For Liſbon, Ery'd-ſhe'? That's a very remote 
Place: My dear Child, you muſt ſtay here 
much better, ſaid I to myſelf, had he told you 
my wretched Condition I deſcribed it to ber, 
but witch ſome Dignity ; and ſhe gave me an 
attentive Hearing, though at her Toilet. Ttold 
ber my Penſion was cut of 3 that I had in 
vain ſolieited M. Cabert; that my Friends had, 
wich no better gdccrſt, preſented Petitions to 
the King ; that 1 was obliged to ſeek a decent 
Subfiftence Abroad; "that the: Length of the 
Voyage did not frighten me, having in my In- 
finey made one to AHnerica ; In fine, Madame 
"M OI Ce W n have been fſativfied 
with 


(31 n 
with the * Truth of my Expr offs andthe Brevity- 
of my Story... Me Molds ome af- 
ſected with it, and defired me to enlarge upon 
it in a Memorial, which ſhe engaged to preſent 
to the King, | I thanked her in the moſt affec- 
tionate Terms; drew up my Petition in batte, 
and was as well pleaſed with it, as if the Abbe. 
hadembelliſhed it with ſome of his own Thoughts. 
It was delivered. by this obliging Lady. The 
King, I am told, received ig graciouſſy ; per- 
| haps the Hand that preſented it procured it the 
favourable Reception. M. d Villerai, who: is 
| almoſt the only Man of my Acquaintance that! 
did not ſolicit to ſexve me, and the only one 
who. has done ſo, joined her in the Application. 
In ſhort, my Penſion. is reſtored, and an the 
fame Footing as the late Queen granted it. 
Two thouſand Livres is a Sum more than ſuſũ 
cient for my Solitude, much more fo for my Sal- 
vation. At my riſing I found a Billet from M. 
4 Albret, acquainting me with this News, and 
that too by expreſs Order. To impart the News 
to you is I think the beſt Anſwer I can make to 
your Farewell-Letter. 'To-morrow 1 ſhall. 
wait upon Madame d- Maonteſpan and M. & 


Fillrsi with wy Thanks. A 1 72 
wn. ee ag of Mad. 4 umme. 
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1 arten & 11 1 
Ne Con at Poi Jul 38, 1666. 
Marſhal ues has always been” my 

Friend, I know not that he ever was my 

Aden An extreme Delicacy of Spirit, Ninon, 

is the Conſequence of having ſerved you. I ſee 

him every Day, and you know one may ſee him 

fſafely. Vou complain of his Abſence: I am 

too faithful in Friendſhip, to afford you room 

to lay the Blame upon me. Come and ſup with 

me this Evening, and prepare to do your worſt} 
Madame & Fig/que and Madame de Cuulanger 
have laid their Heads together to get the Marſhal 

in a merry Mood. I expect you, unleſs" the 
| Marquis prevents it: If you don't bring your 
L-ute, bring him with you, but remember that we 
| CINE Lute or the le” 2 WR 
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1 E TT ER XXIV. 
- To Mademoiſelle de Fons. 


Paris, Auguſt 25 Wy 


QUEFER me to begin with Reproaches, ad 
I will end with Compliments, © Madame 


3 Anka, has told a Friend of yours of your 
" Ta Marriage 


» Some dm af ande u. Ce. 
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1 
Marriage with one of ee v 
moſt worthy Men at Court Fhi 
now public : Every Creature is talking 
it inceſſantly ; and I'am ever upon the. Inquiry g 
about it, while People think I carry on a Farce, 
| and am all the while in the Secret. Lon 
forgive you. this Reſerve., M. 4 Hudecourg\ 1 
am certain, never n it in the Marriage 
Ae Nay, had he done ſo, you PD 3, 9 
ve permitted it, . for the Laws of Frienaſhip 
RP Whilſt: you have been the Depo-- 
— — pins 7 Thoughts, I have bern 
as little informed. of yours as the public. It i i 
ſaid here, that Madame 2: Ghalais managed this 
Affair ; that Madame de Thianze.is preparing for 2 
you a Preſent worthy of herſelß and. of-you z, * 
M. 4 Hudicour is amorous as, our Friend was. . 
that you: go to- the Altar with the mods. codle- - 
and diſintereſted Air; and that the King has in 
few Words given great Hopes. —lIs all this true? 
I haye promiſed you Compliments ; but you 
ſhall have none till you ſatisfy me in theſe Que 
ſtions: 3 wa, One 
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0 mil love it too müch. You tell me indeed 1 


me 3001 * the Abe Teſtu. 


{ *$44. 1 
n 11 K. Nun. 


de, 8 
. e diſpel their "> Hinge is ER 
's 1 ey In my Solitude I am not apt to 
| Hoiget thoſe Fricnds'ts whom I am indebted for 
WM Petite: of it. NM Lite, you fay, needs 
10 Reformation : Father Boufdaloue Would talk 
be! in another Strain. Vb äre how become 
Mam of this World; but you wil not tways 
de ſoß 2 Day wil come, When yoo!” prefer 
tene te Late: Von ae ade for God. Such 
| Wantibie my Retirement to Spleen or Sulfen- 
| — Have 1 

Veen rem for füch Sſpiclotie? kt is'the 
KReſult of ferious Rellection. L withdraw from 
the World, only becauſe I have loved and do 


A 


"Hay work Gut my Salvation in it, but 475 nl 
Reb be 1hrfible How Haft ke Tam is : I high- 
. ly approve of Father Foſep's Maxim, that to be 
+ - virtuous in Paris, it is not enough that we are 
willing to be ſo. However, I am not yet for 
eving it; too many Engagements keep me 
dere; and I enen umme 
F * . would 


' (35 ) 

Poul be fruitleſs They told you de Truth, | 
if they deſcribed my Nirector as a rigid Man: 
But you ought not therefore to have fancied him 
ridiculous. He forbids no innocent Pleaſures; 
but neither will he allow us to call thoſe Plea- 

Piety is eaſy, affable, and without Pride: He 
requires not 2 Life wholly -mortiked; but he 
cantends for a Chriſtian, and an ative Life. 

He: is a moſt admirable Man. If vou. deſire it; 

Larill ſend him to you; and ta Pusbriant. He 


bee Sk 


quers them, and in the room of them ſubſtitutes 
contrary Impulſes. He has injoined me to ſtrict 
Gravity in aum nem the 
——— Was And laben * kannst : 
when Ifigd myſelf yawning, and others in Con- 
ſequence doing the ſame Thing, I am ſome- 
times almoſt ready to renounce ede b 


LEER 
1 e eee 


1% OY ITT pe Paris A, 3. 
Iten Babe, that I have n 
dhinge more than Wiſhes to offer vou this 
Les, 1 AvcyeuLyhavenmat paid alliany-Debts, 
+ eines ein 7 ot Ants Ae At; * ay 
be © The AS Do&tor of Sorbonne,” 
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begins with Attacks uponithe Puſſions z he 9 
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( 

Arucł you are fenſidle this is the very firſt Ue 1 
dught to make of my Penſion. With a little 
economy ſurely you might live comfortably: 
Your Extravagance pierces me to the very 
Heart; break off from Pleaſures; they ever 
prove conſiderably more expenſive than the 
Neceſfaries of Life. Be ſomewhat delicate in 
the Choice of Friends: Your Fortune and your 
Salvation depend alike on the firſt Steps you 
take at ſetting” out in the World. I ſpeak to 
you now as'a Friend; apply . yourſelf to your 
Duty, love God, be honeſt, arm yourſelf with 
Patience, and you can want for nothing. Ma- 
„ ee eee pe- Cvan> 
ſel, and hithexto L have 2 
— I ſhall n 
are ſo 5 and you will be 1s ee 
n Das 


— + 235 4 * 1 


A ur en 
* a 1 CHydicour. 
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"oP n arn*V ere Paris, March ig. 


— ſpoke to me: F 
| n 


1 


C by 
and 's it proper for me to ſacrifice both my Re- 
poſe and my Liberty? Beſides, that myſterious 
Behaviour, that profound Secrecy' which they 
require of me, without poſitively giving me the 
Key of it, may induce” my Friends to think a 
Snare is laid for me. However, if the Children 
belong to the King, I conſent to it: I ſhould 
have great Scruple to take Charge of Madame 
de Monteſpun's Children; therefore the King 
himſelf muſt. order me to do it. This is m 
Reſolution. I have wrote pretty much — | 
ſame Purpoſe to Madame de Thiange ; and tis a. 
Precaution infpized by Prudence. ſhould have 
been leſs nice three Years-ago 3. but I have ſince 
learned 2 Fray i which Fee it to * 
n . "94 
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Tm little one your Martha gave you's | | 
85 fs abc ut; it, and yow know 3 25 

little Matter is ſufficient. to make me fearful; : 

The Pains were ſharp, but not attended wich 

Convulſions. Make yourſelf eafy then, my 

dear Madam. The Children were yeſterday at 

nn Nurſe came in, and I ſtaid in te 

Anti- + 


* 


a8) 
Ant-Chambzr, Whoſe Chilren are theſe? ſaid 
0 8 to the Lady that lives with us ; at 
leaſt I judge ſo from the Uneafineſs ſhe diſcovers 
at every ching that ails them. And whoidoyou 
think is their Father, replied the King? .Ldon't 
_ - - Indeed know chat, ſaid the Nurſe, but I ima- 
gine him to be ſome Duke, or a Preſident of 
_ the Parliament. be“ Lady was wonderfully 
nne. 
: Po Ian gt N nnr Wes cave 

8 47 bak; e a Seng?! or ene rant 
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Ne Ws bite A e 
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1 you. Madame de \Monte/pan lands me a 
wretched Life; the King was yeſterday an Eye- 
7 witneſs of it; theſe Quarrels, together with the 
eee eee 
be able to 
: Forfake 


into a Condition kat I Thall 

80 de priiſed for l r vrnake 
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et eee eee 21 2904 ago | 3 


Duke de Mantaufeer, " arhofo. Probiemte refpeRts, 
and M. Beſſuet, whom he eſteems R 
trine, what they thought of the Affair. 
did not helitate to fay the Prieſt had dohe 2 
Duty: Montaufjer took; un the Matter. in a 
_ - rougher männer; upon which Boſſuet reſumed 

his Argument; pete ſoforcibly,” and fo oppor- 
tunely on the Subjects of Glory and Religion, 
that the King, who needed only to be told the 
Truth, tofe preatly affected, and prefiing de 
Dates Hand, faid to him, T promiſe to you ] 
wiſh deer lee her Tithe," Pits de das Kept 
his Word The little one ſents me Word chat 
| is inexpreſfibly eriraged* 
n — Days; that . 
Z $I). Sunn * r en 75 ug 4 £13402 
Mad. os ln, Vide A fe of Ae, 


7 P 8. 181 $144 { ©3515 H NS er 9. teren T Ses 2 
. 2022919097 ö a Tl ._ writes 
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_ 
writes. from Morning till Night, and at going 
to Bed tears her Paper to pieces. I commiſerate 
done good to every body. The Queen ſent ye- 
ſterday to inquire about her Health: You /ſge | 
how Lam, reylied ſhe to the Gentleman; give 
my hearty Thanks to her Majeſty, and tell her, 
chat though avDeath's Door, I am ſtill but too 
well. All the Courtiers are about Madame ds 
| nuit. The Queſtion: now is, Whether 
dhe King will ſet out for Flanders, without tak - 
ing Leave. That Day is a deciſive one. It is 
expected with: as much Iinpatience as J expect 
Letters from you, with the Account of your. F 
wing: recovered your Health. . . 
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7 „ 3 1 . r 16. | 
Pe . Monteſyan a: 1 
very bran F and I, who was the 
Far aggrieved, wept plentifulhy: She has 
Eiven an Account. of it to che King in ber omn | 
Way. own to you it is with great Reluc- 
tance E remain in a Station that expoſes. me to 

3 and with great Pleaſure could I 


wiſh myſelf at Liberty. It has mn in may; Mind 
a thouſand Times to be a Nun, and the Fear of 


£232: Iv; ti | 


tas 


cepnnting i be Ense fight lie Un of 
other Women would have taken for real Calls: 


prevents me. Tia a very timorous Prudence, 


and makes me ſpend my Life in ſtrange Agita- 
tions. I am very ſenſible I may work out m 
Salvation here; but I think it might be done 
with more Safety any where elſe. I cannot think 
8 r 5 
teſpan: is incapable of Friendſhip; ſhe 
1 — King in what Colours ſhe 
pleaſes; and makes me leſe his Eſteem: He 
thinks me one of thoſe odd Tempers which it's 
often proper one ſhould bear with; a delicate 
Genius that muſt be tenderly dealt by z preciſe 
Mortal apt to take Umbrage. I dare. not pre- 


fume to ſpeak to him alone, for ſhe would never 


forgive it me; nay ſhould Ieven do this, my Ob- 
ligations to Madame de Monteſpan don't permit 


me to ſay any. thing againſt her, Thus is there 
no Remedy for my AMiQions ;/ * N ad- p 
vane, and Time flips away. . TERS... 


LETTER XXII. 25 
| Th 19. 1 


Iten the fins Wop of eg W 
I would deal ſincerely with you, I don't tell 


* to ſerve God better, that T 
; / would 


_ Ings3 T'decay viſibly, and am oppreſſed with 


| Lil hive made owe Progrefi: 1 do afl 1 cin 


tell him of one Sin. 3 n 
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| e 
would quit che Court; I bel I can ferure my 
Salvation here; but 1 don't find we are any 


bete forbid to conſult our Repoſe, and get rid. 
dea State of perpetual Trouble and Vexation.. 


I did not very clearly explain my Thoughts, if 
vou underſtood that I dream d of being a Nun 3 


Lam too ol to change my Condition; and ac- 


ceurding to the Fortune I may have, I thall think 
bf ſettling myſelf in full Tranquility, ſhould the 
i Humous of Madame d Afontepan continue. 


In the World all Returns are towards God; in 
Convent all Returns/ are towards the World. 


| This is my principal Reason; the Conſideration 
ey Age cones next They will not give 


me wherewithal to parchaſe-an Eftate.—T con- 
fume away with Vexations and long Watch- 


the Vapoars and Melancholy. 1 am willing to 
ſuffer, and as T have cured my Impatience, and 
have nothing left but Sorrow to bear, it may be 


to find Comfort in God. 1 canfelltd myfelf 
rw eerie Man, who aſſured me I did not 


bar otherwiſe of the." 
| N £1001; #1# 8 YA 4, * 12 ni * 1 37 14 W | 
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have no/lef ere Thus, my | 
Brother, ace our Fortunes in common, and th 
will be far leſs ſcanty than in the Beginning: 1 
C's jane e 


- i 
: | EIFS * 
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a Command at Armſdorf: I ſhall make no An- 
ſwer to your Surmize of being on ill Terms with. 
me: You know this can never happen, and that 
whether I careſs you or quarrel with you, Lf 

equally love you, and more too than any thing 
elſe in this World. Ion that your Eflabliſlment 
unn. but the ann, 


to 


to you; all b wilt go gh uu : M. 4 
Lotevois will not öppoſt its It is very ſtrange 

you ſhould think I have no longer any Affection 
for you, becauſe Pm free enough to reprimand 
A 
Tenderneſs. ag we” ow ct. 7 
LETTER 4 


| "4 
You: et 1 Te che ame... Ny u 2 8 


x TIT. to ſee) you ed rant 
eſt Encouragement to do a Kindneſs is to find 
- the Rebeiverienſibleof it. Think of nothing but 

Aiccharzing your Duty at Arnſter ff * Leave to 

me tlie Care of your Affairs here. am ex- 
eeeding glad to hear you keep a Table. Your 
Praying-Deſk enchants me: I could wiſh to ſes 
you at it, and be a Witneſs of your Devotion. 
Be chearful, dear Brother, but think of your 
n. 


13 LE TTER NE 1 
4 75 To che mne... 
| Yen mani Canis . your Condult, 
which do you no Honour: Vou uſe the 
Hlugonots in; you ſtudy the Means to vex them, 
and ſeek Occaſiong to do it: This is unbecom- 

| ing a Man of Quality. Be merciful to Men 


5 2 4 7 1 
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ts) 
Stamm adi They © 


are attached to Errors, in which we ourſelves 


have been, and which Violence could never 
have made usforſake. Henry IV. profeſſed the 
ſame Religion, and fo did ſeveral great Princes. 
Do not then molelt chem: Men muſt be drawn . 
by. the Cords, of Lenity and Charity: N 
Chrift has fet us an Example of it; and fuch is 
the King's Intention. Tu your Duty to keep 5 
2 one within due Obedience: Tis the Pro- 
ince of the Hichops and 'Curates to make Con- 


| 3 by their Doctrine and Example. Nei- 


ther God nor the King have committed Souls to 4 
your Care. Sanctify your own Soul, and be ſe- 2 
vere to yourſelf only. I ſhall be very glad to 


er hou here; but all in good Time, I have 


good Hopes, and M. de Lowugis does Wonders; 
we are greatly obliged to him. er 9" 


Brother, let not M. * de Ruvignt eo n * 
e . eee 


1 771 2 at - 

* Deep Gee er ths reformed Chirrhes.of 
a he took Refuge in ee where he wa 
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Nephew write me fach A L 
. e E mult be OUS 
W thewn hint the Princes at Verſailles,” 
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- him als ory thing he has ſeen, and ſay ha. | 


ching about Education ; put all this fumply, and 
at the fame time with Energy. bhi "the Taſte 
of this Place, and what is fit for mein. Madame 
ds Merteſpan is actually tre reati as ese Matchfor 
me, which will come to n ; *tis withavery 
poor Duke: Such nge would | be to me 4 
Source of Eyils : T have AMi&jons & ough in 
my preſent 8 by: all th Way, 
without going, to TeeEfor V. e in a Sta you 
that "makes three Fourths , of Man ankind 1 * 
in very ty it; 15 7 | 


happy. The little + Duke 
love this Child not leſs than the other” [here 
cannot. be a greater: Weakneſs than e ex- 
_ eeffively:aiChildithatis-nape of one's on one 


whom I ſhall never have: ut ny Diſpoſal, and 
who will in Proceſs of Time give me a deal of 


Trouble. It is, in Truth, a great Folly to 
remain in ſo diſagreeable a Station. I conceive 


Ie Maine, cnn of Madame & Mas s 
RT OT See Life of Ke, ntenon, 
Pag. Ps + TTY 
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— TEn Ii your conduRiing . | 
to God: 1 do but little Honour to twy 
Not that I do more Harm here than 
at Peries n . S e oftener | 
think of my Salvation. It's true, they are but 
fruitleſs Thoughts; for: the ſame Humour of 
running into Extremes, which makes me deſire 
to quit my Place, becauſe IJ am plagued in it, 
makes me give over many pious Practices, be- 
| cauſe. I, do, yot nder my Life-as/L could-yiſh- 
1 have not forgot to perſorm my Devotions to 
St. Mary Magdalen. Give me your Opinion of 
the * Aladis Noche; I am well pleaſed to be at it 
with the King, if you judge there is no Harm 
in it; and if there be any, I ſhall not heſitate to 
abſent myſelf. for che futum Nou ſhould be 
very ſcrupulous in your Encomiums an me, they 
ſerve but too much to ſooth the Vaiiity-of a 
Perſon Ry AR" Fs 
323 | iii 1; you berg 
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* A ee, 
| To Madame d'Eudieur., 


HE Marriage y you have heard of 8 
poſed, but in a very vague Manner; and 


e Hes ſufficient. DO RR RP | 2 


24 Meal a 
n . jet after Midnight, = tbe 


. | deliga'd | 
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-_ - wefign'd for me he has neither Fortune nor 

Merit; ſo that I had no great Struggle — 

ſelf in refuſing a Duke, T have thanked Madame 

"de Mont:ſpan, and aſcribed the Cauſe of my Re- 

fuſal to my tender Affection for the Princes. BY 

"have ſo firmly perſuaded her of it, chat 1 am 

ſure ſhe now repents her having had Recourſe 

to this Means to get rid of me. She ſuſpects not 

Ia through her Drift, and loves me the more 

for it. This Morning ſhe inſiſted on my giving 

her my Word that 'I would not leave her: I 

have promiſed her every Thing, and buried in 

Oblivion all paſt -Bickerings : We embraced 

each other, and from henceforth ſhall live in 

Treaty of Reconciliation. It is a great Miſ- 

fortune to live in a Place where good Faith and 

«Friendſhip depend on Oaths: We miſt mould 

durſelves to every Thing: I hate already re- 

nounced my Humour, my Taſte, my Pleaſures ; 

- I ſee I muſt alſo renounce my Sentiments ; but 
d attach me toyourſelfe;, ....1 1 


27 0 the Abbe Gobelin. 8 ak wy 
Saur, Fi believe. n eh 
'tis with Grief I perceive, that merely to 
keep clear of criminal Things is not ſufficiett: 
If other Matters do not obſtruct one's Salvation 
in ſo great a Degree, they are, at leaſt; Obſtruc- 
tions to the Perfection you would have me arrive 
at. Your Letter is replete with Devotion and 
F riendſhip, the very Things I would have my 
Life alternately-ſpent in; but Lam in a Place | 
where People are Strangers to. both. Would ito 


God my extreme Impatience to forlake it pro- 9 


ceeded from heavenly Views, and not from 2 
 Diſguſt for the Perſon you know. Our Princes 
are as ill-natured as they can he, and I cannot 
too ſoon leave them for the Quiet of my Con- 
ſcience, | "Beg of God e is n for 
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LETTER XI.. 


"x 4 + 13 


To Madame de Coulatiges, | 


| I "INE you a " thouſand Thanks, Madam, 
for the many kind Expreſſions in your Letter 


concerning me. The two thouſand Crowns are 1 
indeed more than 1 Ngo me is it not too 


72 
L k U uch .. 
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. 4 50 ) 
| ach foe my great Care and Pains : I ſpend my 
beſt Days in the Service of others ; am always 
in miſerable Inquietudes;; and you cannot well 
think how much the Vexations incident to 
my Station have increaſed the Vivacity of my 
Temper, I want Reſt; I live in continual 
Action; not a Moment to enjoy my Friends,. 

The King's Favours cannot make me Amends 

. for all theſe Loſſes, I thank Madame de Sevignt : 
Let her know how much I deſerve her Love. The 
lovely Victoire is juſt gone out of my Apartment, 

nettled, T ſuppoſe, at not Having been able to 
perſuade me to ſup this Evening at 155 Mother's. 
1 ſhould never have a Moment to myſelf, was 1 
not always giving Denials. My Servitude will 
have an End, but alas perhaps it may end in 
Mother Kind of Servitude. The little one 
bas retained very well che Verſes of Mr. de 
Obnlanges, and rehearſed them gracefully : In- 
Juiry was made after the Author of them, an and 
* I named him, which occaſioned a smile; 3 in this 
Sk OT; ATR 


1 LETTER XII. 
= To the Abbe Gobelin. nal? 


have ſhewn me ſome Tenderneſs, but 
have not yet perſuaded me; I cannot think 


layin 8.4 alide 128 Ae I have SORE! with 
8 19 88 vou: 
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tn 
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* 
vod: neee ma eme 
agreeable ; and however kind the Uſage, I 
meet with. here, I foreſee it will be attended 


with great Mortifications. |: Lead me where nt ; 


pleaſe : Favour would not-be/ſufficient toidetiin 
me; judge then whether the Appearance only = 
might de it. I am quite funk'with' Mel 

choly. 1 

my Face, and I am incapable of 

My tender Affection fot them mee n 
intolerable: to thoſe. they belong to z and the 

Impoſſibility of concealing my Thoughts, incurs: . 
th Hatred of thoſe with whom ya my Ts, 
eee eee, even 

tho they were not what they ate. Sometimes ; 


theſe Children to the Manägeinent bf Wile 
Mother: But ſhould I not offend'G&d; 7 / this 
abandoning them; and betraying th Con | 
their Father has placed in me? M v 1 
Vexation renews daily my Cares; 1 | 
augments - a Friendſhip Gor tes Nl 
only to afford me freſh Mortifications:.'! Thoſe 
who, impute to me M. % Loren Dinas... 
do indeed hate me mare than they Knawi ot. 
Had my, Advice been regarded; be. wald | 
have been in Favour, and a deal of Pains and 
many falſe Stops been pasventeht 1 Age 
e Wes Ds but the Reſolution | 
| 2 | is 


1 determine to check my Vivacity, and Ve = 


(683) 8 | 
en are in 0 
wart of my Opinion, they deſire only to get 
lt uuſſent to the Advice of others. There is 
mathing more in my. Credit than a Kind of 
Dectncy and. political Fetch: I am made uſe of 
or:their:own;Ends;: Pray to God for me, aſk 
Ahn noching but my Salvation. e 
0h e et as Roe 
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hh vo anifeo>noo No wilidmbogmal 
(COQLNESS enereaſes, and my Friends, you 
41979 know which of them I mean, compliment 
2 Diſgrace. Yeſterday I told Madame 
par that ſhe had et me at Variance 
| 4 10 the 1 made me ſome 
de Anſwers and, 4 very ſmart, yet. very de- 
Hen, Dizlogue enſued. In the Evening, Mace 
Sesenei uns (ent, 0.enduce me to hear Reaſon 
Aitaldwich him, perhaps with too much Sin- 
iy a but qu k nov it is impoſſible for me te 
ee e In ſhort, the Cdneluſion was, 
Achsind endesvouf à Recbnefliation, 1. 
1 ts Madaine , Nn he with great 
aun, and Submiflion, Vue Aill with a firm 


" do leh 's bun 10978% 07 950730 


| Wer rs ee made out in de 
77 4010 oh 2113 Jud nl 003. 99 Reſolution 


I, 
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WY 


Reſolution to leave her t the Year's End! * 


us renounes Places, mne e496 


| and act 1 Conſcience * 


. MAK NA N 
LETTER NI 
2 75 the ſame. ee een 
a 8 425. "ay Yet D : 
1055 5 ** into the Diſeaſe: I. had.;this 8 
Winter, which is the Effect of Blood gver-: 
heated by: deep Mclancholy.. 1 am unable to, 
divert it by Viliting, for Lam for ever ſhut up. 
with the King, Madame de Monteſpan, and the 
Duke ds Mains. God who knows the Ground 


of my Heart, will 1 hope break ; my Chaigs. 1 


The King has given me an hundred thouſand 
Livres more; fo that this makes two hundred 


thoufand. I am content, and my Mind muſt 


very greatly alter if ever I aſk them for 2 ſingle - 
Penny. It's Wealth enough for the Necellaries 
of Life: For the reſt" it is nothing but Core. 
touſneſs that knows no Bounds. Don't meſſtion 
this new Benefaction to any 'one. The Count 4. 
Vexin is a little better © The little Duke di Maine 
is an Object of Pity ; like a. Mother I feel all” 
bis Ailments; be is under the Hands of che 
Phyſicians | and "Surgeons, one alf, of whom *h 
would be ſufficient to diſpatch him. "They Rear 
Riches on me, but kill the poor Child beet 


| BY! Face. 7 ' They give my Counſels the bearing, 


D 3 | and 


0 | 
and take them in gd Punt, but without e 
— rg pe14t | 


Err E A 7 OS 
| W Madame de St. G LETS 


you want to. know, Madam, how I came 
by fo fine a Preſent; the fimpleſt 1255 


in the World procured it. The Public believe : 
that Tam indebted for it to Madame 4 Ante 
pan, but they are miſtaken, 1 owe it to 
Jittle Duke, The King amuſing himſelf Sith 
| him, and pleaſed with the Manner in which, he 
anſwered his Queltions, faid s bim, 5 © You- 
are yery fagacious. How can L be gtherwiſc ?- 
« anſwered the Child ; 1 have, A Gouvernante : 
„bo is Wiſdom itſelf, Go. and tell her, 
+6 _teplied the King, that you will give ber this 
4 Evening an hundred. thouſand . Livres for 
your Sugar Plambs.“ The Mother con- 
prejudices me againſt the King, and ber 
| r him : 1. am not 
two Days together in che fame Situation. 3 
can't inure myſelf to this Life, though T once 
thought myſelf capable of bearing any Thing. 
None would envy my Condition, if they knew, 
what Cares and Pains attend it, and how many | 
om it expoles me to. Tis a Subjection | 
i Gak 
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| that has no Precedent: I have no Leiſure to 
write, nor even to ſay my Prayers; tis a down- | 
right Slavery. My Friends all apply to me, 
without perceiving I can do nothing even for 
my Relations. The Regiment I have been 


ſoliciting this Fortnight paſt, will not be granted 


me. I am heard only when there is nobody 
elſe to liſten to. 1 have ſpoken thrice to M. 
Colbert ; have repreſented to him the Juſtice of 
your Pretenſions: He has ſtarted a thouſand 
Objections, and told me that the King only can. 
reſolve them. I will get Madame de Monteſpan 
to ſpeak for you z but! muſt wait a fayourable 
Hour, and who Knows whether it will offer ? 
II it does not, 1 will charge my Friend wich 
Four Affair, and he will ſpeak to the, e 4 
4 was much upon him. Pets 


"LETTER XV. 
7% Mr. .d Aubigne... 


Sal 6. 1674. 


I * ſeriouſly thinking of a Match for 
you: Save your Money 33 for the 
Charges of your Wedding, which, I believe, 
will ſoon happen. The little Duke has been 
ll. The Princeſs is beautiful as, an Angel. 
Mata died without Confeffion,- Yillandri has 
| been found dead in his Cloſet. Think of God 7 
1 D 4 _ while 


ca” 


: ” 4 - 8 . i 
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ts) 1 
white you may, and defer not your Converſion 
to the laſt Hour: We are at that time capable 
of doing very little. Excuſe this thort Sermon, 
it flows from' ſolid Friendſhip, ' Tam treating 
about an Eſtate, for which I have offered two 
hundred and forty thouſand Livres : Say. nothing | 


about it. I hope we ſhall find our old Age pretty 
. ge if it bo — 2 Age to ch, 


an 5 


'L E T T ER AVI. 5 
8 70 the ſame. „ 5 151 


55 7; Oktober 16, 1614.) 
I HAVE wake the Eftate ; the Bargain was 
ftruck at two hundred * fifty thouſand 
Livres: It lies fourteen Leagues from Paris, 
ten from Verſailles, and four from C harires. Tt 
is pleaſant and noble, and brings in 11 or 12,000 
Livres a Year. They call it Maintenon : It is 
a ſpacious Caſtle at the End of a large Borough; 
a Situation that juſt ſuits my Taſte. It may 
ſerve'as a Retreat for you, which will be the 
worſt that can happen to you. Madame 45 
Monteſpan, who does not want good Senſe, and 


to whom Thave ſhewn your Letter, thinks y O 
ought not to heſitate about the e I — | 
for you. Adieu. be; . bo Wy 
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BE ir EN My 


To . ame. 


a 1 November 20% 10 n 
1 FR not ria ts, you ſoaner,. becauſe I's 

F not Miſtre s of my own Time: Lou. bare 
ſeen ſome Inſtances of my Servituge, Put. you 
have not ſeen all. 1 deſire Leave to £9.10 Main h 
tenon for one Day only, and cannot obtain it * 
I have P at wor and mu tgoto 
give e e N. Ta Fond- 
neſs I have for that Eſtäte, 4 and a new Paſſion” 
too; 16 you may judge how much I ſuffer hen 
it is thwarted.” I never ſee M. de Louvnis 

but ſpeaking to him about you; and ui 
him in mind of his Promiſes, nch be pe 8 
to me every Time; the true Court-ſtile. Ef 
joy what you have; till ſomething better hid. 
pens; and to comfort you in your heavy, gloomy 
Hours, ' conſider that for 'niy Part I'eaf neither by 
lie down nor riſe when I pleaſe; that When in 
Company I long for nothing ſo much a8” to de | 
alone; and that ever ocs unte f am always Win- 
ing for nothing to do. Think ef G68,” whith 
is the beſt Conſolation. * 1 believe we ſhall 1] r 


* 71 
122 


next dummer to Bartge. nen 
e eee the % 52 Nut dart, 

20 „Hir: IHE; 32%! 00 Ds gt 10 13 — 1 WW? 
L923 TE 


4 
# = 


4 
* 
— 


10 0 "904; 
\harnER (XLVIE. 


rob Erect! To the ſame. 


+ is Weener 30, 1674... „ 
Gant gn hen p p p 
' Love me; be an honeft Man; apply yout- 

Elf to your Profeſſion ; make no Enemies, and 


| W/Thing will wel 8 


= 
| i Mrs." 
44 

91 88 age MK. 3 
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5 51 „„ 7 Decemb.. 1674. 
— an PU erty you have or- 
25 dered me for the Advent Seaſon ; as I can 

bare no Merit by my Prayers, I haue at leaſt 
te Merit of Obedience. I pray, and: tho my 
Phoughts wander much in this Duty, tis at 
ſb fo neren L pine away, 

A en of Maintenam may not involve. ma 
in Law Suits, at a Seaſon. which L wiſh to em- 
© ploy better. The King is actually fitting in 
* Judgment on the Affair you. know. ef: I have 

' done my Duty: You may well ſuppoſe that the 

Court is for Madame de Fernexil, and that they 
think it juſt to oppreſs the Citizen.. I perceive 
+, Bhat 4 Matter of ſa great Conſequence — 


1 
tried by a very finall Number of Judges: They 
are but ſix, and the King, who certainly is up- 
right in his Intentions, is as yet not burthened 
with too much Knowledge: Madam de Mon- 
teſpan has: not engaged on either Side; 3 


mann f 
LETTER Ur” oe el 
To the fe m. RY . 


I la at fince I wad Gas 
and tho? one's Life is ſpent here in great Dis- 
ſipation, I ſtill feel with Sorrow the Value of 
your Correſpondence : Your Letters are become 
one of my Neceflaries of Life. I am dying 
N with the Fear of lofing all the Fruit I may hope | 
from' it whilſt I can have it, and of loſing you - 
when Iſhall have put myſelf in a Situation to 
ſee you oftener. This is frankly enough giving 
you a Proſpe& of your Death; but I believe 
you are not frighted at it. My Sentiments and 
Reſolutions are always the ſame: The Return 
from the Journey to Barage muſt be waited for. 
The Affair of Maintenon is concluded; Pray to 
God earneſtly that he would break my Chains, 
eee 


4 | , 
4} 1 : wie. 4 . 
4 732 i : % ö 100 , . g aA 8 it. 73 : EEE, 17, 2 8 t 
Sad owns ; © $5 Ss $43 -- 2 ; +5 
I+ 11 1 oY 1 — i 244 — * Yo. ** . wh } 4 Th 11 E To - 7 
* bay * 
ES a 
1 0 4 


— E ., 
"« : 


. 6 1 


(* 


®, 


i 225007 yo 1dawhtT Um ver ae 


; 5 Er E-.BR 11.14 


1 $3.4 Th '1 


7. 0 enge Coulanges. 


* q 3 1 4 4 4 2 5 Ga Fo 40 S 74 A 49417 FI REY 111 


3833-26 7 $446 1314S ne February, 1623. 85 
1 AM mare impatient; eiae vou. News -of 
Maintenon than you are to receive it. I have 
been there two Days, which ſeemed only a Mo- 
ment to me: M Heart i i rivetted to that Place. 
Don't you wonder that at my Age I ſhould be 
attached. to ſuch; Things like a, Child ?; The 
' Houle is fine, enough; a little tao ſpacious f 
the Retinue I delign to bring into it. It has 
. Appurtenances of Woods and Groves, where 
Madame de Seuigni might dream moſt agrecably 
of Madame de Grignan. 1. wiſh. I could lire 
there, but the Time; is not yet come. It js true 
chat t the King bas ſtiled me Madame de Mainte - 
© ts and Lhad the Weakneſs to bluſh at it; and 


tis as true, that 1 mightſhew him greater Com- 


gx than that of bearing the Name of an | 


Eſtatè which is his on Gift. I thall plainly tel 
Madame 4 Manteſpan, that there are. falſe Bre- 


chien, and that the Town'is very puneally in- 


formed i in the Morning of all that is done here 

dne preceding Night. My Huſband's Friends 

are wrong · in accuſing me with having concert- 

ed with the King this Change of Name: They 

5 ſo, but my wg” | 
- © ang 


1 te 8 

and thoſe who envy. me: A little Proſperity 

creates many ſuch. T Journey to Barege is 

not yet fixed; when F return from thence, 1 

ſhall be more at Liberty, and have the Pleaſure 

at leaſt of writing to you oftner. M. 4% Cu | 

langes is here, and we are e : 
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LETTER LIL" a1 
"To the, 1b Gobe In. * on 


S015 OYBINGY OHA; 23919 Oh 1 
£22 . EE , 9 2678. 
I BEG" you would' ae. me ſomething for 
this . I have found the Benefit of the 
Advent, by my Fidelity in performing what, 
you ordered me. I am afraid we ſhall not got 
Barege The Morrow always ſets" afide the 
fir meſt Reſolutions of the Eve; the Phyſicians 
can't agree. I hoped for more bodiiy Reſt 
and Peace of Mind, from chat Journey than 1 
find here. I have juſt heard a fine Declamation 
of Father Maſcurums : Hediverts the Mind; 
but reaches not the Heart; his Eloquente is 
unfit for the Pulpit, but he's in Vogue! He 
told us, that the Hero was a Nobber wW¹ͥ did 
at the Head of an Army what a Highwayman 
would do alone. Our Maſter was * 
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LETTER Lin. 


From the Counteſs de B* ® to Madame 
Yo ee Maintenon, | n l f 


JNDEED, Malam, one We Ar ee ür 
Pleaſure of ſeeing you by the Pain of your 
Abſence, that I am ſcarcely obliged to you for 
your Viſit on Account of the Uneaſineſs it has 
left me under: The World, in you, appears 
to ſo great Advantage, that I could have quitted 
my Solitude, and launched out into it again, had 
J not recollected, that among all I have ſeen 
in it, there is ſcarcely one like yourſelf. This 
Conſideration has made me cheerfully return 
into my Hermitage, with an Intent to make 
che Freedom of Solitude ſubſervient to thinking 
oſten of you, tho' without the leaſt Pretence to 
the ſame. Returns from you; the Court has 
too many Perſons preſent, for the abſent to 
enpect to find. a Place there. But ſhould the 
Nemembrance of me ſometimes by Accident 
come into your Mind, think of me, Madam, as 
of a Perſon who honours you more than any one 
ee e e 
e vi ee 
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Mr. JI'Aubigne:o Mad. de . 
II >juft = impaiible forme, my dear Siſter, 

to ceaſe loving van, as tis for you to leave 
off chiding mr. Not to anf wer your Reproaches, 
by availing myfelf of that pitiful Right of 
Seniority, which I owe to Chance alone, I ſhall 
follow your Counſels, which are the Fruit 
of a Syſtem of Wiſdom formed by your own 
Reflections. I will never more fee the” Count 
4. for though 1 might fee him without 
Danger, I find it's not to be done without giving | 
you Uneaſineſs. 1 ſhould be forry to'aMict you. 
'Tis from the ſame Conſiderations I promiſe to 
acrifice to you the *®Paſſfion I am ſo fond of, and 
which you are ſo extremely averſe to, though it 


has not hitherto hurt me ſo much as. you have 
been told. Entreat Madame de Meonteſpan and | 


M. de Lowveis to let me langu ih no longer. 
The Vexation of ſeeing fo many climbing to 
the firſt Employments, whilſt I remain in the 
Subaltern Poſts, does indeed greatly increaſe 
my natural Melancholy. 1 ſhould be rid of 
low Spirits were my Mind freed from theſe 
Inquietudes, From one Thought to another, 
from Project to Project, I fink into Dreams 
Oy a en Be YR © OS, 


* A tte for Gaming, 


| ts * 
every Day, and find myſelf the better for it. 
Circe's little one is pretty Creature: His 
ee eee to me, not as to a 
8 Relation, but as a Favourite: Lou plainly ſee 
ſhe is miſtaken; I; will ſend him to you-, The 
wither'd Beauty ſends you. a thouſand, Compli- 
ments, and ſays that you grow. young again: 
Nothing keeps off old Age bettter than Favour. 
Love me, my dear Siſter: I ſhall, think myſelf 
no langer beloved, when you leave off telling 
me my on- I. daily, pray. to; God, that he 
would make me as much his as Lam yours. 1 
haye ſeen M. Briſacier,,. who is I think more 
than a Man. Nothing ever inſpired me with ſo 
- Rrong a Deſire to be a good Chriſtian, as to ſee. 
u ee Preacher of it. 
neee Shove ennie 225 901 1 
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To Madame de St. G. .: „ *. > I 


NI W Pues has nn not "Lol. you. the 
Prog 15 F m y Sentiments 5.9 

m, Frien Nen ber 70u : Be- 
755 me, the 7 bi not te 25 be Sxpre ca by te 
| mot eloquent 18 T ſhall never forget the 
| Aflurances you gave, me of yours, at a Juncture | 
| when, ns Villars's. bad pe ate, alarmed. m 
bt Frey e to with for, is to fin 
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in Madame de Monteſpan a Heart like yours: 1 
ſhould then be the happieſt Woman on Earth, in 
a Place, where, if one has ever ſo little Grans 
deur, it always exceeds the Felicity attending it; 
But it is vain to expect it. I have tried her on F 
every Side by all the Ways I could imagine: 
Her Diſpoſition is bad; ſhe is kind by Freaks 
and Starts; eyeny her "Virtue is mere Caprice: 
never two Days in the fame Humour: Lam 
as much tired with all 'thofe"Etclkireifſemefits 
which tye ine faſter to her, as with all the 
Bickerings that make me pine away. We 
are Friends to-day ; but vdo kan hw K wil 
be to-morrow ? I ſhould really de better pleaſe 
witk a little cqnſtant-Adverſity, than ueh FW 


ſperity without 4 good Foundaklon. In Vain! 


renounce my Taſtes and Inclinations, and even 
my Sentiments, whilft they ſcruple not to lay 
horrible Things to my Charge. The Feaſt of 
St. Hubert is to be kept at Villers-Cottrits; they 
have given me four hundred © Louts' d'Ors for 
Cloaths. Every Thing ſent in by £@Bretigis 
is in the moſt elegant Taſte. But What are all 
theſs Vanities, all theſe Pleaſures; to one wh6 
is ſick of the World and its Works * I-greatly 
envy your Tranquility. Vou can ſerve God in 
Peace ; a Förtnight ſpent in my Place is me. .- 
only Thing wanting to make you fully” ſenſibſe N 
N. e can be compared to 
what 


. 
x en e Dad 0 
7 give me a Soul leſs ſenſible. The Biſhop of 
 Sonlis's Diſcourſe with me has given me great 


| Comfort. | * . n 
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VE TTE R LVL 
© To Mr: WAubigns. 


St avs tt 


ED Man. 15 „ but by. FOR cum | Fault, 
This ſhall always be my Text, and my 
Anſwer. to your Lamentations. Think, my 
FW dear Brother, on the Voyage to America, on the 
. re ebe dete dub 
3 fancy, the Wretchedneſs of our Vouth; and 
* von will ble Providence, inſtead of murnuring 
| "againſt Fortune. Tis but ten Years fince we 
"were yery diſtant from the Station we are now 
in: Our Hopes were ſo ſmall, that we even 
limited. our Deſires to three thouſand Livres 8 
| Tear. We have at preſent four times as much; 
8 and chould we ſtill wiſh for more ? We now en- 
joy that happy Cempetency, which formerly 

you ſo ardently wiſhed for. Let us then be 

content. If Riches increaſe, let us receive them 

as from the Hand of God, but let us not ſuffer 

our Views to be too extenſive. We have not 

only the Neceſſaries, we have the Convenĩences 


- - 


* * £ * 


0 


n 
Tbirſt aſter Grandeur ariſes ſolely from the 
Emptineſs of an unquiet Heart. Tour Debts 
are all paid; and you may lite genteely with- . 
out contracting new ones. What mote can 
you wiſh for? Are Schemes to graw rich. and 
zreat to be putſucd at the Expence of your Re. 
poſe and your Health? Read the Life of $7. Louis, 
there you will ſee how utterly. incapable all 
worldly Grandeur is of Gatisfying the Heart of 
Man. Tia God alone can ſatisfy it. 1 Wut 
repeat it, you are unhappy only theo? your n 
Fault. Your Inquietudes impair your Health ; 
which. you ſhould endeavour to preſerve for my 
for you know, 1 love you. Wark upon 
your ! Tumour ; if you can render it leſs dilious 
and gloomy, it will be one Point gained; bur 

this is not the Work of Reflection ſolely; you 
muſt add Exercife, Diverfions, and an uniſorm 
and regular Life. You will never think right, 
whilſt yon are ill: When the Body is caſt down, 
the Soul bas loſt its Vigour. Adieu. Write 
to me ene, but ina Stile more chearful, 


L E T TE R EVIL. 
| | To ans ſame. | 7 
Banat, May 28, FIR 
Wer have fi Weather and every Conve- 
niency, and had no more Fatigue in our 
Journey, than i m e Paris to Verſailles... 
W We 
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ſelf would be. Guyenne diſtinguiſhes itſelf. The. 
uke 4 St. &. imon treated us magnificently at. 
layes, and the Corporation of Baur dequs x provided 

a very fine Veſſel in readineſs for us. One of 

our Retinue was drowned juſt as we were going 

on board, and the Chaplain judged it iniprudent. 
not to t take Warning from that Accident... We. 
went on fafely with forty Garz, and paſſed by. 
the C City. "Ships were ſent off to flute us, ſome | 
W- Violins, others with Trumpets : A pro- 
Ngious « Concourſe of People covered the Banks 


4 


. — 


| of the River, the. Air rung with Shouts of Long. | 


ve the King. The Marſhal 4 Albret conducted 

the * Fries, to whom the Corporation made = 4 
eech be Reniaunder "of 299 Latter © 15 e | 

3 E rl 
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A 2 . de Montcſpan.,. 


Wage 4 © Barege, Fane" 10, ae 
1 i is in u Hall - we are this Moment 
arrived. This, inſtead of a Journey may 
be called a fine Walk. The Province of Guyenne 
has done Wonders, and I have promiſed the Mar- 
ſhal 4 Alret and the Duke de St. Simon to write 


10 2 Account of it. It's 1 the King 


11. 2 
T7 
— he Dike 4s) Maine.” angel... 
5 5. | : hi nſelt. 


1 690 7 | 
himſelf. could have been better received; In every 
Place infinite Honours and Acclamations. You 
would have been charmed, Madam. It is not 
tobe imagined to what a Degree his Majeſty 3 is 
adored by theſe 1 The Prince anfwet 
the flarangue of the Corporation of Bourdeaux ; 
M. Ragol las taken upon him to fend you all 
theſe Particulars. In four or five Days we ſhalt 
begin to uſe the, Baths; they relate Won- 
ders of them; but Patience iS very requiſite. 
Here's a deal of Company; we ſhall however 
be as free as if alone; the Reſpect paid us is 
. Indeed" ractier too much not to * us 3 unger a 


little Conſtraint. Me i LIT 

5 * $4 9511 5 $0). bY £1755 11% D497 ; | 
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1 3201171 A, gre -e TIE 
on Journey, Madam, A been very farour- 
able, and the Prince is in as good Health 
21 855 Marchioneh *. de, Suger 3 bach equally 
unknown, both. extremely. fatigued, and both 
not A little > ſurprized at finding here no Com- 
man; from you; We wait for them _ impa- 
ow: The fame Weather we had on the Road 


* ie 


e 
made Au erg by the Cure of dhe Dae 
is Maite, who paſſed for her gen. 15: 


ac - "1M 5 continues, 


=» GOES 1 ⏑ + —— 
5 I" * 9 
* 


eee 1 


G 
contidies, and that is be fineſt you en 5g NM 
The Prince is chearful, has a good Appetite, and 
Deeps found. It is but Juſtice furely 1741 'fhould 


= hs Meth: ws ru pet Ten- 


not leſs affected than 
nf wy 


Tur Phyſician viſited the Prince Leeden, 

and ſpoke very ſenſibly concerning his In- 
firmity : He anſwers the Deſcription you have 
had of him, very gentle, "modeſt, and no * 
Quack. , Yet I confeſs to you, Madam, I am 
quite unwilling to truſt him with the Prince; 
but I muſt obey. He give us this one Day 
more, to recruit ourſelves after the Fatigues of 
the the Journey, and to-morrow he goes to Work. 
I ſuffer already all that the poof Infant is like to 


do. Tr ow, Mid, tat you ai feet 


reproach me with loving him 2 1 
; ® This Phyſician was. hk Emp 


Skill Vas greatly cried up ++ His: R. 
Key derne dccbie Lp Fg rage 


violent, that they ler 
Krengthening it. 


67 4 
dall never be able to bear che Sight ot te 
Apparatus: He has promiſed me to treat the 


Diſtemper gently, and pretends it is only 7 8 


Weakneſs ; this in ſome meaſure removes my 
Uneaſineſs. The Prince faid to him, Sir, 1 
« was not born ſo; look at Mamma; and my 
papa is not lame He ſpoke chis very grace - 

fully, and with much Vivacity. We are en- 

tirely unknown here, and ſhall live quite retired: | 
Happy, if we can but bring back Health from 


this Place. I beg it of God every Hour of the 
Day, and will order a hundred Maſſes to be faid 


with that Intention. My little Prince moſt © 


cM kiſſes the fair Lady's Hand. i 


LETTER 1X. = 
To Mr. PAubighe.” 


Aren W 70 8. 
WE 5560 been here ever fince the 10th of 
 Fuly. The little Duke has uſed the Baths, | 
but we find as yet no Effect from them. We 
muſt both have Patience, you upon your Rocks, 
I in the Pyrences. We ſhall meet again, if 
God pleaſes : L often write to M. de Louvoir, but 
never without mentioning you; he will keep 
his Word with me, if it's only to get rid of my 
l of which I myfelf am indeed-al- - 
molt - 


— 


Rt Y i) . | 

 moſt,aſhamed ; but my tender Aeon for you 
' conſtantly, gets the better of it. At the worſt 
— ſhall. have Maintenon: And if I cannot live 
Ain it, I will at leaft die chere. Court the Favour 
of {Madame tu.  Freſnoy by Letters ; ſhe is all- 
powerful i in a certain Sphere : You ſee I am not 
caſt gown, in a Place which is more frightful 
than. 1 can expreſs: To complete the Misfortune, 
we are freezing here, and have very wretched 

Company : "They ſhew us much Reſpect, but 
p make us vawn. However, 1 have leſs Care and 
Vexation here chan 1 have at Court. Lou 
cannot be too intimate with Vauban : ; "The 
F riendſhip of that Man Aingly_ is more valuable 
than that of all the Courtiers put together, All 
our Women are ſick: They are mere Paris 
Badaudes , *who found the World very wits 


den 8 5 had e. far as ente. ; 
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On 5 
Court makes me hope that I ſhall paſs my Time | 
agreeably there, and be allowed to take more 
Care of myſelf than I have done heretofore: 1 
am firmly reſolved to do fo, and at the ſame 
Time employ all my Credit to get you out of 
your preſent Abode. Vou may depend upon it 
I ſhall this Winter think ſeriouſly of a Match 
for you. Be cheerful, and think of your Sal- 
vation: Tis the only uſeful and agreeable Thing 
in the whole World. Madame de Auen 
writes me * affectionate Letters. 


L E TE R LXIII. 
* To the Jan. | 


Richelieu, Sept. 2... 
I HAVE abundance of Things to tell you con- 
cerning Poitou. I have been at M. de Fil- 
lette's Houſe, and am much taken with him: 


His Wife is the moſt ſenſible Perſon among our 
female Relations; I have made ſome jealous 
here: Great Honours are paid me, and the In- 
tendant entertained me in my Paſlage through 
Poitiers. I have brought away the Hiſtory, 1 
| mean the Life, of my Grandfather, and ſeveral 

Papers that will prove our Nobleſſe, if ever there 

be Occaſion for it. Your State of Health af- 7 


* This Lady FOR married the Lord Vit. | 
counſ Bolingbroke, . VoLTAIRE, 
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glas me; b. wile and ober: give d Place to 
Melancholy, and ever. bear in Mind that Good 
and Ly Lare e. te be found in all & 


. : 6 
to 
. 
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LETTER LXIV. > oi 
e Abi Gobelin. 1 766112 
Lil Mn 


1 ieee FRY the Lady. People 


here uſe me very well; [ can't foy bs a 
the Abſent; they forget me: And you alſo, 


even you forſake me] Vex me no longer, 


Or dread the Wrath of my offended Glory. 
The Mountaineers are not ſqueamiſh, and will 
perhaps put up with- my Decrepidneſs: I hall 
be as faithful to them as you are unfaithful to 
me. You'll judge by my Stile that the Prince 
js i in good Health. I am this 
go to Confeflion at Bourdeaus,/if I can find there 
a. Confeſlor that may un | 
myſelf more and more every 
is neceſſary for me, and Diſſipation dangerous : 
I do every Thing you have | preſcribed me. 
Our Almoner does not often ſee me, becauſe he 


+ its in the ſecond Coach : He is merry or fad, 
according to che Accommodation he meets with 


3 ke wonders at his being 
9 | able 


23 gt A 


( 
able to hold out under the Fatigue of a Journey, 


perform d in a Coach that travels three Hours 
in the Morning, and as much in the After- 
noon ; and at every Place Dinner and Supper | 
are got ready for him. I hear Mafs before we 
fet out in the Morning, that he may not g 
without his Breakfaſt; for he piques himſelf on 
having hot Blood and a canine Appetite. He 
bled at the Noſe one Day as he was at his men- 
tal Prayers, and was very much frighted at it. 
You'll find me at my Return ſtill reſolyed to be 
guided by you as a Child, with the utmoſt Je 
difference as to the Station in Life that may be 
allotted me; and. I will leave the Court the Mo= 
ment you advife me to do fo : Were it not for. 
you! T ſhould be now at Maintenunn. 


at kahn 509 qz XX v2 nk ah 


LBT-DER- LEV. Vida 
To" the fame. „ 
Net VER. did 1 long ſo much to converſe __ 


you. | You are to underſtand, that T Hh 
the King yeſterday, arid methinks 1 ſpoke to 
him as a Chriſtian, and like à true Friend of 
Madame de Menteſpan. * I am uneaſy, and 6 is 


every Body here more or 'leſs, but from very 


different "Cauſes. When I was but in a bad 
Way at Court, I was adviſed not to withdraw —__ p 


from it: Now that I am well here, I know © 


not how to manage, in order to break looſe 


8 (76) 
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mY 


and Friendſhip. . Theſe Chains are harder to 
break than if my Stay were forcibly required. 
However, my Sentiments don't alter: It js im- 
poffible for me to make a Sacrifice, all my Life, 
* of my Liberty, my Health, and my 4 
but this e is not a Seaſon to wc, 


LET T E R LXVI. 
To: the fame. ' 15 C 25 


Nag one can bs more alfeRed. and taken up 

your Grief than I am, nor is there 
any Thing thit L would not do to alleviate it. 
I am very ſenſible that your reſigned Temper 
is the moſt ſolid of all Remedies; but though 
this ſerves to keep one from murmuring and 


 eemplaining, it does not prevent the Impreſſions 


of Sorrow, nor hinder the Heart from pining 
under 2 Loſs ſo great as that which you have 
lately met with. Treat yourſelf then as you'd 
treat another, to whom you would preſcribe 
Diverſion. I am ever your Friend. Would 
10 God I could ſupply the Place of the Perſon 
Heaven Has deprived you of ! I ſaw yeſterday 
our Friend Gartigny, and cannot be caſy while 
R r 
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I Have received the Treatiſe oi on-the Imitation of Th: as 
Feſus Chrif!, which you have been kind ce 


enough to ſend me. The King is filent in re- 


gard to M. Gartigni, and 1 cannot gueſs the | 


Cauſe of it. There are ſome. Perſons,, whoſe 


Misfortune it is to have a finifter ConftruQtion 


put on all their Actions, and be ſuſpeRed,of In- 
trigues becauſe they. have good Senſe. Though 
I have little Pretenſion to this, it has been my 


own Caſe. I dbubt not but our Friend 3 is of an 
excellent Character: But theſe are not made for 
dim; Merit makes but a poor Figure here with- | 
out Protection; and thofe who might be Pro- 


tectors, are not fond of encumbering themſelyes 


with it. I have drawn up a Scheme of Life, for a 
2 Time when I ſhall be free and far enough _ 
from Court. Aut een 54 200 OE: 


len 7 


1. Riſe between ſeren and eight, and ſpend ; 


an Hour in Prayer. 


2. Go abroad two Days in the Week upon _ 


Viſits of Neceſſity: Retire at ten in the Evening, 
and go to Prayers with my Familiy. 


37 Soy Then Ties 's enn riſing 


the Poor and Priſoners. 


* LL | * 


- 


8 659 : 
| 4. Be modeſtly cloathed, wear neither Gold | 
nor Silver, and give the Tenth of wy Income 
to the Poor, 

Thus would I Et ai, till my Zeal ſhould 


: enable me to de more, in ExpeAation, of chat 


calm, tranquil Time, of which 1 form to my- 
ſelf ſo delightful a Profpect. I do nothing of 
any Conſequence, and give Way to Sloth ; 
which makes me fear that the Courſe of Deyo- 
tion I am projecting, may proceed from the 
ſame methodical Spirit which I habe ſhown” in 
the Furniture at Maintenan. F 22424700 


L ET T E R LXvVIN.. 
To M. CAubigns..., nell. be 
15 September, | 
Wann you N Cares and Vexa- 
tions of your own, you participate fo 
much in mĩne as to make me forbear diſcovering 
any more to you: And yet, with wWhom can I ſo 
properly lament as with you, the common Loſs 
we have juſt met with? The Marſhal 4 Albret is 


Bead z be wrote me a Letter, before he expired, 
expreſſive of his Eſteem and Friendſhip for me. | 
* I have: juſt now read it again, and could 


not refrain from Tears. He died like a Saint: 
Bur how know we whether he had Time 5 
Enough to atone for his Faults? Ves, he has 


8 leiſure __— and has atoned for them: 
5 | 5 For 


(863: 7 7 
For ä ha wied in t 
Ways of Salvation: In ſhort, T hate to doubt of 
the Salvation of my Friends. Let us, deat Bro- 
ther, turn our Thoughts inwards to ourſelves; 
we are both growing old, and infirm: Let us 


then, by living well, ſmooth over the Horrors 
of Death, which to thoſe Who have led bad 


Lives, are indeed moſt terrible. | 


2 LETTER, LX. 
| 13 10 To the 2 55 K a i 
Fre: *"Ottober 18. 


1 cane une mytelf to te Loſs we have 
ſuſtained: It is a Misfortune to be ſo tender 


hearted. Your State of Health makes me trem- - 
ble; and my own Indolence in the Service” of 

God makes me dread your reſembling me in this 
Point. 1 preſs M. de Lowveis; and he gives me 
Promiſes ; Time will bring about all Things: 


We- ſhall fare tolerably enough here: Let us 


think of our Lot in the other World. I have 

been at Maintenon, which is greatly embelliſhed : _ 
Upon entering the Gallery, the firſt Thing, I 
obſerved was the Marſhal's Picture, which drew 
Tears from me. The King intends to make 
that Caftle a delightful Place ; he has ſent thither 
M. Le Nautre, and I daily find there ſome Pre- 


ſent from the fine Lady. You have a violent | | 


Longing to come into the Great World, and T 
: „ to 
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g det out of it. Thos every one hat his bn. 
ealineſs, and I am as much affected with yours 
4 with my own; though the Share that pro- 


ee e is, . We 
yours 0 5 
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85 LETTER LXX. 
To the ſame. | 
11677. 
1" Uſe all my ("BAN to remove you from 
your preſent Poſt. M. de Louvois poſitively 
_ promiſed it me yeſterday, and Madame de Mon- 
teſpan ſpoke of it to the King. Arm yourſelf with 
Patience, and remember that while you are 
complaining, there are ſome in the World who 
without a Moments Reſt, are in a continual 
Slavery, and ſpend all their Life in doing the 


Will of others; but give OE no Uncalineſs | 
from this. ; 


"LETTER. LXXI. 
| To the Jane. 


5 £ 


= 'Could wiſh to have all the 2 which 1 

have reproached you with, and to be capable 
of receiving a Reprimand in the Manner you 
have taken mine. Be perſuaded that, from one 
of. my Temper, it is the greateſt Proof of Ten- 
derneſs that could be given you. Be content z 


N you 


„ 81 1 Cs He 
i you are going to the fineſt Place in the World. 
Dream of nothing but how to ſpend your Time 
chearfully there ; and think of marrying, that 
you may meet with no more Oppoſition at 
Cognac, I have ſuffered.a great deal theſe ſe- 
veral Days: But Madame de Monteſpan's Tur- 
bulence will ſoon, ſubſide ; were it. * 
'twould be impoſſible to bear it. 


- ESTTERK* Lex 
1 To. the ſame... ee, 
1111 11 Maintenon, Aids 2 
g mall merüy et our for Barege, ſhall 
ſtop at Fontevrault, and probably meet 
again about the Middle of next Month. Live, 
my dear Brother, as chearfully as you can. 4 
You are in a fine Place, in a good Poſt, and 


. » 
4 "| 
3 R. KP 


more wretched. | "My 0 own Afflictions touch me 
leſs than yours, Don' t think of being lighted 


at Court; we ſhall keep our Ground there, En- 
joy what you have like a Philoſopher. The 


be there on Sunday, They thought themſelves 
rid of us 3" _ you. know me; & W 
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your own Mater well know ſome who are W 


King arrives at Verſailles on _ Monday, we ſhall 5 


KIB 


LETTER LXXIII. 
45 To the ſame. | 
 Fonteorault, Fune 12, 1697. 


E ſhall ſet out from hence on Monday to 
Piitiers, and then directly to Cognac. 
| The Prince is attended by M. Fagon, M. L. 
© Ragois, his Preceptor, Almoner, and fix Valets 
de Chambre; and I have three Women. I give 
you this Detail, that you may take your Mea- 
| ſures! To amuſe you I ſend you a Copy of a 
bort Letter wrote pee to Madame d- 
| Monteſpan. © ii nech £21 N 
Madame de Maintenon ſpends every Day! in 
. _ © ſpinning, Madam; and were the leſt to 
. 5 herſelf, ſhe would either do this, or write'all 
8G the Night too. Adieu, my dear Lady; They 
4 you would believe, that .notw ithftanding t the 
« Liberty 1 take with you, 1 have that Ref] pect 
. and ſincere Affection for you which i is incom- 


a * * - hk — 4 4 3 7 - 
D® n 4 
of - 
CI o 4 * * *# o # % 4 
4 7% 


2 0 Madame, de Coulanges,. 


: {Is 
13 5 0 


4 | Coignac, June 16, 1 
I A Time only to ſay two Words to you: 
| I am as much charmed with having received 
unt Letter, as I am vexed at not being able to 
. | $14 - anſwer 


ain 
anſwer it I chank you for the Advice, and 
will make good Uſe of it: I always had a Suſ- 
picion of their Sentiments, and I wiſh J had 
been miſtaken. My Compliments firſt to M. 


de Coulanges, then to the-Abbe, and W to the 


Adbelle: I hall ever be, Se. : 5 N 


1 ET TER IXXV. 
Ti 0 Madame de oaks,” W e 
Barege, Saturday. 


I Have 1 to N to M. Fagon's 
Account. The. Prince well deſeryes that you 


ſhould write to him: He ſays your. Letters are 
as fine as your Eyes. Let me relate to you an 
Anſwer that has pleaſed me, becauſe it ſeemed, 
to me above his Years: 1 Was checking him 
yeſterday for ſome haughty Ways, and I told 
him that the Kiog 1 was politer than. him. . It 
is very eaſy for him to be ſo, anſwered be; 
„he has a certain Knowledge of his Rank, 
« whilftT am ignorant of mine.” He ſpoke this 
in a Manner ſo reſolute and ſo concerned, that 
I could not refrain from ſighing . n = org 
Freſnoy, Madam, writes to me in the moſt gra 
cious Strain, and I am greatly obliged to you 
for it; no body can be with more Gratitude and 
1 Se. 5 2 
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*VETTER LXXVI. 
To the ſane. 171 


— 


| 1677 
iy youngeſt of . Madam, begs your 
Patronage for his Works. He would haue 
been very glad of being eight Years Old before 


they were ſent into the World; but was afraid 
his Gratitude might have been ſuſpected, had he 
lived more than ſeven without giving you 2 

public Teſtimony of it. In effect, Madam, 
he's in a good meaſure indebted to you for what 


he is. Though his Birth has been happy enough, 
and there are few Authors to whom Heaven has 
been ſo indulgent, he acknowledges that your 


Converſation has largely contributed to perfect 
him in what Nature began. If he thinks with 


Rectitude, if with Gracefulneſs he expreſſes 


* himſelf, if he already knows how to make a 


tolerable Diſcernment between Men, cheſe are 


ſo many Talents which he has endeaveured to 
fical from you. For my Part, Madam, who 


* This Letter was printed the following Year at 
the Head of a. Book entituled, Oeuvres diverſes d'un 


Auteur de . Ans, Di verſe Works of an Author of "ſeven. 


Nas ald. The Epiſtle Dedicatory, ſa 


Bayle, has 
4 moſt delicate Turn: one would thi 


fcim lightly over it; yet the Phraſe is exquiſite, and . 
* great deal! is ſaid infew Words. , : 
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the. Subject 
was not touched, or that the Writer intended only to 


1 


| 680 
know his moſt ſecret Thoughts,. 1 cannot t but | 
obſerve with what Admiration he hears you talk; 
and I can with Truth aſſure you, that he is much 
readier to liſten to you than to all his Books. 
You will find. in the. Work -1-ſend, you, ſome 
pretty, good Paſſages of antient Hiſtory ; But he 
fears, that, .in the Croud of marvellous Events 8 
that have happened in our ownDays, you will be 
but little affected with any Information he can 
give you of former Ages: And he has the more 
Reaſon to fear it, as he has experienced the 
ſame Thing in the Courſe of this reading. He 
ſometimes thinks it firange, that Men ſhoold , 
have laid themſelves under a Neceffty to charge 
their Memory with Authors that tell us Things 
ſo much inferior to what we now behold. How 
is he to find any thing ſtriking in the Vidoories | 
' ofthe Greeks and Romans, and in all that Florus bs 
and Fuftin relate to him? when from his Cradle ; 
his very Nurſes have accuſtomed his Ears to 6 
much greater Exploits. The taking a certain 
Town in ten Vears by the Greeks is related to 


him as a Prodigy: Yet is he but ſeven Years be 


old, and has already heard T- Deum ſung in France 
for the taking of above a hundred Towns. This, 
Madam, puts him a little out of Conceit with 


Antiquity. He is naturally proud; $ plainly Th 


perceive he thinks himſelf deſcended from a 
* . and wich whatever Encomiums 


* 
_» Oohe 


Wl 10 [kg 
one might talk to him of flexandrs and Cefer, 
T doubt whether he would put himſelf upon a 
Level with the Offspring of either of thoſe great 
Men. I aſſure myſelf that you will not diſap- 
prove this little Pride in him, and that you will - 
acknowledge he is no bad Judge of Heroes: 
Vou will at the fame Time confeſs, that my- 
ſelf am none of the moſt injudicious in making 
Preſents, and that, ſeeing I had an Intention 
to dedicate a Book to you, where could an Au- 
thor more agreeable to you have been pitched 
upon, or one in whom 'you have a greater 


_ 1 am, On, your moſt Buntes Te. 


1 


LETTER LXXVIL® 
: From Madame de Monteſpan to the King. 


you aſked me, my Dear, whether your 
Crown was not the Charm of your Love ? 


155 And when 1 anſwered, that 1 loved nothing 


This is the dls Letter which Madam 4: 
| Maintenor'is ſaid to have diQated to the Marchioneſs 
de Monte/pan, and to which the Fortune- of Mad. de 

menon is commonly attributed, in conſequence 
of the Fancy Loa XIV. took to the Writer of it =" 
- _ think it has in print elſewhere. Some Per- 

ſons, who intereſt themſelves in the Memory of Mad: 


5 . de Maintenon, have aſſured me it is apocryphal, and 


Nature. 1 would not 


that ſhe diſapproved too much the Amour of Mad. 
de Monteſpan, 8 le of writing Letters of this 


men. it, leſt I 


about 


. leader abate) 


„ | 
about you. but yourſelf, you. told me, that I 
might poſſibly deceive myſelf. I had anſwered 
you much better, could 1 have made you ſen- 
ſible how much your Doubtalarmed me. I have . 
ſince examined my Heart in ſecret + And oh! 
how well has it ſhewn me that Ambition does 
not act like Love ! "Theſe Paſſions are cafily 
diſtinguiſhed :-What Uſed you make of your 
Penetration, if you diſcern not the Difference? 
I ambitious ! I, Who think I fee in the Eyes of 


every Woman the ſame Love feel in en 


for the moſt amĩable of Menn 


Miuſt you be reminded of the Words we had 
a few Days ſince concerning your Coldneſb? 1 


don't remember what I then faid to you, but 1 4 


well know Ambition never talked in that Strain. | 


' What did you notlay to me, to make me cy? 


FT had loved the King only, would I not have | 
been ſatisfied with your Excuſes?' Would you 


have found it ſo difficult to perſuade atid appeaſe 2 


me? When I ſee Tenderneſs ſpeaking through 


your Eyes, don't you perceive the fame Paſſion 
anſwering you in mine? Could Ambition put 
on fuch a Diſguſe? When my Heart yields"to 
the moſt delightful Tranſports, and finks under 
them, tell me, my Dear, is this the Effect of 
; Ambition ? You love, without diſcerning Love x 

I could ſay more to you, but e ; 
the Pen from. my Hand. 


21 A _— 


— 


/ . after the Reconciliation he found himſelf rather che 


(8) 
reren, XVIII 


22. Te! ky FLY + 


a To Madame de t. . 1 

Verſailles, Manday 2675 
WAS 0 in Mig en Madam, that M. 
d ... would act the Part of a: Dupe; 
throughout. this Affair. He is a Man of great 
Senſe, but has no worldly, Wiſdom. With all 
his Zeal, he has done the very Thing which 
Lawzun would have been-aſhamed to have done. 


1 


He wanted to convert them, and he has recon - bas 


ciled them. Theſe art all idle Projects: There 
d nons beſides La Chaiſe that can make them 
ſucceed ;' He has often. deplored with me the 
King Irregularities; but if he ſpoke ſincerely, 
vouſd he not interdict him the dacraments? You 
Plainly ſee there is ſome Truth in the Provincial 
Tae, Father La Chaiſe is an honeſt Man 


but. the Air of the Court taints the pureſt Virtue. 


Lſend you two Copies of the Verſes under the 5 
Prince's Picture: Though they are Bailear's, It 
runs in my Mind that Racine, and u en | 


| 33 FO thaye, made Þ better. uli 


SP; „Mön. Pofurt; ric Fd 
oft. s relate this Fact in a Way n that does no: 
ongur to that Prelate, whoſe Penetration Was. 
| Suſes) but whoſe Probity was ſo well known, that 


better for it at Court; nor did this Affair e 
" his Reputation in the leaſt. ad 


05,960 
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LETTER 1xx18, 


To 0 the Abbe Gobelin. 

# Verſailles, A 

dom, me ſonie' News d Bis Saint Belle : 

I believe ſhe is reſolved to leave Pert. Royal z 7 
but I know not whether the Hoſpitallers are re- 

ſolved to receive her: I am very ready to con- 

duct her to them. Think of that poor Girl 1 

beſeech you: You Saints are eruel: Yet we 

ought to help one another's. Weakneſs alter- 


nately. I wiſh more ardently than ever to be _ 


out of this Place, and confirm myſelf more and 
more in the Opinion that I cannot ſerve God + 
here: But I ſpeak che leſs of it to you, becauſe _ 
you tell every thing to the Abbe Tefu. This is 
an Inſtance of my native Sinicerity 3 and I be- 
liere you will like it better than an Altera» 
tion in the Confidence I repoſe in you. lam . 
going to'Maintenon, to make a Trial of Soli- 
nnen 
ſent you a Sketch. 0 

* 1 4 Meintenon had boon n 


her at the Hoſpitalieres in St. James's-freet, and had 
conceived Eſteem enough for her to conſult with her 


about the W 
muruty of * 2 4 Bug ad How 
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LETTER LXXX. 


To the Mi Teſtu. - 
| AS. this it happens that the Inquiſitive. -are 
| s the worlt informed. My Removal 
is a Point ſo little decided, that 1 
1 by ſtronger Tyes than ever. I have 
no Cauſe of Diſcontent, and, doubtleſs, you 
have been purpoſely ill informed. The Idea of 


7 becoming a Nun never came into my I 


Fear and Hope; we are promiſed great Events: 


therefore make Madame de la Fayette eaſy. W 
eee eee a wow eee 
A Suſpicion, that I have taken it into my Head 
to give Credit to what People ſay of the Va- 
pours : It is true they are much more rife here 
than formerly; but you. very well know that 
we muſt.go higher up to find the Source of this 
Faſhion... Every Body here fluctuates between 


_ You'll ſee by the Manner in which I ſhall be 
concerned therein, that I little think of leaving | 
| this Place: No, I will never leave it till you 
are worthy of having an Abbey. "The King 
bas poſitively ſaid, that for the future he will 


| *  have-none but pious Clergymen preferred. Von 


are going to ſay, What a Number of . 


will be vacant? Adieu, my poor Abbẽ: Don 


write to me when your Fit comes upon . 


WW 


though 


— 


though I was in hs was you woul 
make ce PART 


LETTER n. g 
To the Mö Gobelin 


yo ni wo lead ohne NES 9 
you about; 1 don't ſuſpect you of having re- . 

vealed my Confeſſion to the Abbe 7%: But as 

he's inquiſitive, I thought he might get from 
you more than I would have him know. Ting. 
gin'd that he had learned from you the 
I had formed to leave this Place, of which he - 
knew nothing before but aerial Projects. This 
ial] eee 


% 
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LETTER | XXL. 155 
d) the aa oy 


Ie yeſterday from ee where 1 
* ſpent eight Days with a Serenity and Con- 
tent of Mind chat makes me reliſh the Court 
worſe than ever; if I: gave Way to my Inclina- 
tion, I ſhould be ready every Hour of the Day 
to petition for Leave to retire; It is. impoſſible 
for me to lead the ſame Life much longer. I 
undertake too much for the Body or the Mind, 


iis Got: be It will 
W ach es: nm 


| 69 
kim my Suffering, teal or imaginary j and if 
his Will was known to me, I would follow it 

in all Points, even the moſt oppoſite to my 
 Tempet. Tm on good Terms with the King, 
who no longer dreads the Converſation of the 


® fine Genius; nes upon ill Terms with 


Madame d- I make uſe of this 
. that I want to xe- 


+ fire; but ſhe anſwers little to the Propofal. I 
recommend the King to your Prayers, _R 
n the Brink of a great Precipice. 


LETTER . 
27 o Mr. d Aubigné. LEY 


a "A 


| Mtn you want natural AﬀeAion: for 


your Relations : I am far otherwiſe, and 
feel great Tenderneſs for them: They have their 
Failings, and ſo has every body. We muſt not 


break off Friendſhip with any: There may be a 


: Time when it is neceſſary to live among Rela- 

tions, and then a complaiſant Habit proves a 
great Reſource. T have found Mademoiſelle 
& Floigny \ very Bandcdate and very amiable; but 
' Tknow not why you regard this Negotiation as 
2 Thing yet to be done, when I hear that you 
are ſatisfied with all the Conditions, and that 


nothing remains but to ſign the Contract, and. 


MK Lots XIV as Madam S the 
Genius of Madam $ Monteſpar. ” | * fo 
8 


T 


— 468) 
yo to Church. I make you an Offer of having 
the Nuptials celebrated at Maintenam. I have 
been told you. haye loſt fourteen thouſand Livres 
at play this Winter: I hope you will game no 
more, if you marry; I believe you are too ho- 
neſt to put your Wife and Children in the right 
Road to a Workhouſe. For my Part, I am in 
no Humour to ſtreighten myſelf in order to ſup+ 
ply your Extravagancies, when I. hear, that 
whilſt I am ſaving, even in Neceſſaries, to fur- 
niſh my Country Houſe, you ſtake a thoufand 
Piſtoles at play, and ſpend- more in a*Motith 
than I do in a Tear. From this matherly Ad- 

monition conclude, that I have all the Tender- | 
neſs of a Mother. If you marry, let good Mo- 
tives prompt you to an Affair of ſuch Import- 
nunce. Adieu. I have already ſent, a Cradle to 
Maintenon, as a Piece of e yo * | 
probably want. hs 


LETTER . 
- 2 the. ſane. A 


Loge EM your Wenn a the za Point ' 
of View, ſince it is done: God has per- 


mitted it, and you have nothing but Thanks to | 
return him. Game no more, and be frugal. 
Enjoy Tranquility and Freedom; and eſpe⸗ 
* 29.905 Brother, 5 reſiſt that W 


#44; 
EF 
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„ "Ts 
to which you are ſo naturally inclined.” You 
are not ill looked upon here; they approve of 
your Marriage. Your Wife is 'pious, young, 
Mable, and loves you? A richer one would have 
been leſs tractable. eee 
without Reſerve concerning her, chat 1 may 

treat her better or worſe, according as you are 
more or leſs ſatisfied with her Conduct. She 
has a Failing, which is an involuntary Kind of 
laughing, and peaking with an affected Grit 
mace; like: Madame de - Longueville,” who acts 
that Part with the Countenance and Wit of an 
Angel. For God's Sake let her ſpeak naturally. 
It is a troubleſome Office to ſet up for her Gu- 
vernante; but I would not do it, if I loved her 
leſs than I do. Adieu, dear Brother, be cheer- 
ful: Think of the Conditon 2 1 


A* der you ſhould dream of raubt about 
ts Kingiom ! The poor Child! Can you think 
of leaving her alone? She writes to me, that it 
will break her Heart. Either fiay at home Js 
|- take her along with vou in Four Travels, 
1 ſend you an Account of what I have laid out to 
5 Cloath her, and for the Wedding; "OP 2 


; Us 95 ) 
View that you ſhould pay it, nn, 


that Money runs away faſt, and that the Sum ie 


large for Perſons in our Circumſtances. Your 
Wife's Shifts are as fine as the Queen wears: 
and no Man living has Linen to exceed your's : 

I never had, nor ſhall Lever think of having 
any ſo curious, tho' I live at Court, where Ex- 
ample carries every thing to Exceſs. You will 
infallibly ruin me, my dear Oy if a1. be | 
not ſaving on your own Part. tat 0 


* 3 


LETTER LXXXVL 1 
To, Madame d'Aubigne, 


you have here, my moſt amiable Si 8 5 2 

Calculation of what your daily Expence 
ought to amount to for twelve Perſons, vie, 
Monſieur and Madame, three Maid Seryants, 
four Footmen, two Coachmen, and Aa Valet de de 


f Chambre. : ; 
Livres. Sols; 
Fitea Pad wee 8 = x5 
Pound, — — - 5 
Two Joints of Roalt Meat, a.” 2 —. 10 
Bread. — — — 1 — 10 
Wine, — — —— — 2 — 10 
Wood for Fewel, 


o-- 
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leaſt. I allow a Pound of Candles, | becauſe 


— — „ — — 
a e ” 
» 
: 


— ——— — — 
— ̃ ̃ N— . ee roo an A So 
* 1 


Adding to theſe Waſhing, Salt, and Spices, you 


Expences need not exceed fiſteen Livres per 


Diem. I reckon four Sols in Wine for four 


Footmen and your two Coachmen : Madame 
de Maonteſpan allows no more to her's 3 and if 


you keep Wine in your Cellar, it will coſt you 
only three Sols. I have ſet down ſix Sols for the 


| Valet de Chambre, and twenty for you and 


your Huſband-:-I reckon every Thing at the 


the Days are ſhort. I ſet down forty Sols for 
firing, though you want only two; and I allow 


* thirty Sols for Fruit, tho* Sugar is but eleven 
Bols, and a Quarter of a Pound is ſufficient to 


ſweeten a * Compote. I ſet down two Pieces 


of roaſt Meat, one of which may be ſaved when 


Monſieur or Madame dines or ſups abroad: But 


then 1 forgot a Fow! in Soup. We underſtand 
' domeſtic Oeconomy ; you may have too, with- 
out exceeding the fifteenth Livre, ſometimes a 


Courſe of Sauſages, ſometimes Sheeps Tongues, 
the eternal Pyramid, and the Compote which 


you are ſo fond of. All this granted, which I 


—— my dear Child, your Table Ex- 
e Fra of the Swectment ind, : | 


* | : ? 419 — FI . 
. 3 — , 
| 4 ” \ 7 * * 
6 ) ; 


pence ſhould not exceed 1250 6000 Livres. 
For cloathing Madame, let us 1000 > 


For Monſieur, . — — — 10 2 
For Wages and Liveries, — ©1000 + 
a 4 N 1 f IR 1 

For Houſe. MOt 1000 


7 


e e eee e e n 
4 383: 5% 1 168964 10000 * $49 

Is not all this eee If the 
Calculation be of any Uſe to you, I ſhall not re- 
gret the Paigs I have taken to make it; it will 
convince you at leaſt that 1 know. 4 of 
Houſhold Affairs. Adieu, dear Child; ; 


1 


me as I value 560. (77 $47.7 op 
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L ETT E R Len. 
To 1 Madame de Monteſpan. 


* 


| Mainitenin, March 1 3, 1678. i 2 


you could not poſſibly have ſent me a more 
agreeable Piece of News, Madam, thin the 


Surrender of Oent: In all Appearance the Citadel 
has capitulated by this Time. The King will : 
ſoon return to you; Madam, overflowing, with 
Love, and reſplendent with Glory, L participate 
infinitely in your Joy. My Siſter and Brother 
arrived here yeſterday, with a grateful Senſe of 


your Kindneſs to them. The Prince is in 


Health: J herewith fend you a 2 of a Letter 


he rot tothe King; $5447 035 1997 
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* ef 
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my Books when the News of it arrives; and 


(8) 
Been the Duke du Maine to the King. 
2< Bib 91 * 
If your Majeſty goes on taking Towns, ts 
e en hat I muſt be a Dunce ; for 
M. I. Ragois never fails to make me lay aſide 


] riſe from the Letter I have the Honour to 


hs vrite to HRS Sy Fewer IEA Bon- 
6 fire. 


— 


"You will find, ban: great Alterations at 
Maintenon 3 Mignard has outdone himſelf, and 


chat Picture ecliſpes the fineſt Paintings of /tah, 


iT leave you, Madam, to think at Leiſure of 


| your Conqueror. If ever any Paſſion was par- 


donable, this muſt doubtleſs be ſo; but none 


of this Kind can be pardonable 3 in the ih of 
God. 5 > 1 * * 


L E ©: TE R LXXXVIII. 
een de * * #_ 


167% | 


"Iz am no leſs pa . 3 1 ſhould Mink 
M. dame de Monteſpan has acted by my Coun- 


ſels; I beg you would undeceive her: Nobody 
loves her more than I do. Madame du Freſney 
could tell her from what Quarter the Blow came, 
and teach her to miſtruſt her: e Friends. 
Madame 


oth 


EE & 
2 Y o — 


(9). 

Madame .  Meonteſpan complains of her laſt 
Lying-in - She ſays, that this young Lady has 
made her loſe the King's Heart; and ſhe quarrels 
with me about it, as if I had not often adviſed _ 
her never to lie- in again. She upbraids herſelf 
for not having followed the King to Flanders, 
but it could not be otherwiſe. She ſwears. that 
from henceforth he ſhall never make another 
Campaign, as if Glory did not influence him 
more than Love. I pity Madame de Monteſpan. 
What would it be, if ſhe knew all her Misfor- © 
tunes ? She is very far from thinking the King 
is unfaithful ; ; the only accuſes him of Coldneſs. 
None dare. venture to inform her of this new 
Paſſion, which | is * A OY but 
herſelf. ? 


L BT; T E R NAR. 

3 To the ſame. ._ 3 
Ari 985 

f MY ned : Madame de Manteſpan 
Ka, Sibel declares, that if ſhe could 
lay hold of the Prince of Orange, ſhe would 
Airangle him oi th. her own. Hands. She accuſes 
me of loving che King: This Crime, faid T, 
laughing, is common to us both. But, replied 
ſhe, don't take it in your Head that he loves a 
Perſon . —. There ſhe broke off, 
and 'tis the firſt Time I have deen her check has 


5 BE X angry 


E337 


Ing than mine. I boldly anſwered her, that a 


„ 
| try Traue The Favour ind Credit you 


have acquired; added the, will not be more l. | 


Woman of my Years could not give Uttibrage 
to a well. turned Mind; that my Conduct. of 
which ſhe had been an Eye. witneſs ten Years 
ſucceffively, gave the Lye to her injurious guſ- 
picions ; that I had ſo little dreamed of the De- 
Fen ſhe imputed to me, that I often entreated 
her to obtain Leave för me to retite; that! 


Would no longer bear with her haughty Airs 5 
7 that' the Oddities 6f her Teniper. me 54 


Days, by the Vexations they expoſed” me 
And who detains you here, faid the ? I Fe 


her, The King's Will, my Duty, my Senſe of 
Gratitude, the Intereſt of my Family. This | 
Dialogue was "Carried * farther 3 I. withdrew, 


and am now in my 


loſet, bemoaning my 
Afflictions, and 'confoling myſelf with you. 


Madame du Freſnoy. revenges -herſelf on me, for 


the Decline of her Credit. Though devoured 
with Cares, I am obliged to dry up my Tears, 
and appear gay and contended. "Oh ! when thall 


Ia 8 eee een * 
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| ris of Merflla 3 gone "our of 
my Apartment. Tis ſurpriging to ſee haw 


earneſt that Man is to ſerve Mme: L know not 


what 'Delign, may. be concealed under that eager 


Ofhciouſneſs. I receive the Father as coldly»as 


the Son. Horrid Things are imputed to them 3. 
to the one Counſels, to the other Actions. The 


ſurely the- moſt amiable Man in his Kingdom. 
I diſcourſed with him about his Salvation, and he 
gave me an attentive Hearing. Perhaps he is 


not ſo. averſe to thinking of it as his Courtiers. | 


imagine: He has good Sentiments, and fre- 
quently turns his Thoughts towards God. It 


would anger binge e * | 


4 4 ak 


abe 4 


LETTER” * Fel 


70 0 the Janus 6%, 
1.6. 4 
YESTERDAY the Kiog bad a „ 
ſation with Madame de Monteſpan, at which 
I was preſent. Diana. was the Subject of it. I 
wondered at the King's Patience and the Fury 
of the Marchioneſs. The whole ended with 


— 


T2 theſe. 


King has. ſpent two Hours in my Cloſet : Hes 


: 
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: A162) Rs. 
Ghee terrible Worde; J have toll you before, 


Madam, I will not be controlled. Madame &+ 
 Maonteſpan aſks Counſel of me; I talk to her of 
God, and ſhe thinks I have an Underſtanding 
with the King. She flies out againſt the poor 
Girl, rails at Father La Chaiſe and M. de No- 
. ailles : She exaggerates the Expences, and in- 
' vents Calumnies : She ſpends whole Hours with 
M. 4 Lowvois and Madame de Thiange + She de- 
plores the Lot of Princes. The King is fo 
attached to her by Habit, I doubt not but Com- 


paſſion will make him return to her. A 
12 LETTER XCIL BY 
4 5 1-4, T0 dene, 113 Hen 


— 5. | 

JEW Plague ach Day | The King ſhuns 
Madame de Monteſpan with a Kind of Af- 
ſectation: She has retired to Clagri : Courtiers 
all think the Breach will never be made up. 
Tbe King bas owned to me that he ſtill loves 
her, and more than he could with. The Duke 
du Maine attaches him to his Mother: He 
cCanndòt ſee him without relenting. Madame 
. Seubize is too beautiful in * Mad ]]Ülls 
Conceit, and too virtuous in the Opinion of + 

ü Aunſcur. Du Freſuy is ſorſaken: . 


The Gravd daoghter of Herr 1. 
ie Brother of Louis XIV. 


| Recourſe | 


(703). 
Recourſe to mes an if 1 had the Eſteem and 
Friendſhip of the Public at my Diſpoſal. We 
embraced each other : I will ſerve her, though 
certain ſhe will prove ungrateful. My greateſt 
Pleaſure is to put the Gratitude of my Enemies 
to the Teſt. The frequent Conferences which . 
the King honours me with, often afford me 

Opportunities to exerciſe this Humour. Your 


Son is very pretty. Take Care of your Health : 
'Tis the chief Bleffing next to Vine. | TINY 


LETTER XCIII.. 
of To the ſame. : 


June 14, 12 8 
Wr are born to ſuffer : Every Day of my 
. Life is remarkable for ſome new Afflic- 


tion. The King's Favours make me no Sort 
of Amends for the Loſs of my Tranquility, I 


endeavour to bring him back to God: It 
would be a great Pity if ſo-good a Soul did not 
love him. He relates his Faults to me: I am 
his Confident ; and Madame de Monteſpan is 
poſiti ve that I am his Miſtreſs. But, Madam, 
ſaid I to her, he muſt then have three: Ves, 
anſwered” ſhe ſmartly, I am but a nominal one, 

that Girl is ſo in Fact, and you are Miſtreſs | 
of his Heart. I calmly repreſented to her, that 
ſhe liſten d too much to her Reſentments : She 
anſwered me, that ſhe was no Stranger to my 
* "Mp 4 Artifices, 


- 


( 204 ) 

1 and that her Unhappineſs proceeded 
only from her not having given Ear to Re- 
ſentment. She reflected on me on account of | 
.ber Benefactions, her Preſents and thoſe of the 
Kiog ; and told me that ſhe had harbour'd a 
Serpent in her Boſom. *Tis ſtrange we can 
neither live together, nor part: I love her, and 
cannot perſuade myſelf that ſhe hates me. 1 

| don't t live, I die hourly. » 


1 8 5 xv. 


ETSY E + ak 
A yy Auguſt 2, 
TEalouſics have ceaſed : Peace is made. It 
FJ was indeed high Time that the King, after 
having given Peace to Europe, ſhould give 
Peace to his Court. Madame de Monteſpan is 
more brilliant and more worſhipped than ever; 
ſhe careſſes me, entruſt me with all her 
Schemes, conſults me, and gives ear to me. The 
| King of Spain's, Marriage with Mademoiſelle is 
agreed upon. They are making Preparations 
for Feſtivals, and all thoſe: Vanities which I. 
| have long been diſguſted at, but forced to bear 
with. The Illneſs of the Abbe Gobelin alarms 
me: Entreat him to take Care of his Health, 
that we may not loſe ſo good a Friend. Made- 
77 moiſelle grows handſome ; z *tis the Marriage. 
The * has ſaid an Abundance of fine Things 
{> 1 = 


1 bg e 
to her, and ne e 
Wann Bs 2162/41: 1K 2 > rh i 
a „ 
LETTER b. | | 
=o ame. 
25 9770 — * Caen ab. 
Nn Vou could 
not have choſen one more to my liking: 
I ſhall wear it next Sunday in- Honour of you. ' 
The Prince is the King's Idol: The more his 
Tenderneſs for the Son encreaſes, the more his 
Love for the Mother ſeems to decreaſe: Tis 
mere Fancy at preſent; there is leſs Paſſion 
than Habit in it. The King abounds with good 
Sentiments 3 He ſometimes reads the Bible, and 
thinks it the fineſt of all Books. He confeſſes. 


his Weakneſſes to me, he acknowledges his 
Faults: We muſt wait for the Workings of 


Grace. He thinks ſeriouſty about the Conver- 
ſion of Heretics, and in a little Time it win be 
1 yearmulye ei h 


LT TRR Rl ( | 
ond 4 Mademoiſelle de Lenclos. 3 
* 11, » Verſailles," Nov. 1. 1679. | 1 


Conan Wen Mr. 4 Aubignt with 
your Counſels. He has great need of tile 
Leſſons of Leontius The Advice of an amiable 


Friend is always more perſuaſive. than the 
r 3 8 6 


* 


506) 

— tene Siſter. — 
| langes bas given me Aſſurances of 5 our Friend- 
ſhip, which greatly delight me. What you 
bear of the'FayourT am in, is no more than 
Report: I am a. Stranger in this Place, ſupport- 
end only by People who diſlike me, no Friends 
but ſelf-intereſted ones, whom the ſlighteſt Blaſt 
of Fortune would turn againſt me, and Rela. 
tions who are continually aſking, but not al- 
ways deſerving of Favours. You enjoy full 
Liberty. I am in a continual Slavery. Believe 
me, my lovely Girl, for you will never ceaſe 
being handſome, the Intrigues of the Court are 
not near ſo agreeable as a Correſpondence be- 
| _ tween Perſons of good Senſe, My Compli- 
ments to our old Friends. Madame de Cou- 
_ | langes and 1 toaſted you yeſterday at Maintenon, 
| and did not forget the Chamber of the EleQ. 
Continue, I beſeech you, your Kindneſs to 
A Aubigne. Tam, and ever ſhall be, e Oc. 


"LETTER XCVII. 
2 Madame de Sr. des; 


Der. 18, 1679. 


ER ate up with Solicita- 
tions from-the Beginning of this Month ; 

| ue den are ot lſk at an End. Madame de 

ECO Ie” eee Honour.* 


\, . 
* 405 The 


„ 1) 

The t two Drbfiers are the Marſhal de Rader. 
Lady, who eagerly ſolicited for it, and —, 
your Friend, who did not dream of it. This 
| ſurely deſerves a Compliment : I am going to 
part from Madame the Superintendant.* I hall! 
be delivered from all the Vexations annexed to 
that wretched" Condition: No more Quarrels, 
no more Reconciliations ! The Princeſs is add 
to be very affable and pious 3 which is an ent 6 
Contraſt to Madame de Monteſpan : She has Son- 
gratulated me in ſuch a Manner as to let me un- 

derſtand, that I am obliged to her for this Poſt: 
And yet Tknow it from a Man who cannot de- 
ceive, that I am indebted for it to none but * 


and the ee 


LETTER hL. "> 

nM) WM #hs Abe Gobelin; © | 1 

| St. Germain, Yar. 7. 1686 _ 

1 Send you the Account of my Alms. As for 3 
my Cloaths, I am going to change them, and 
get ſuch as Madame de Rithelieu wears. Tam fo 
indifferent about this Point, that nothing comes 
amiſs to me. 1 — been cloathed with Gold, 
when” I ſpent my Days in Pleaſures with the 

King and his Mitrſs: Nom that I am to be : 


* Madame de Monteften b this Year the Poſt 
of, tendant of the Queen's Houſhold, and al- 
moſt c | 


"with 


* * ** 


— _ 


s "q ( 168 5 5 , 
with a-Prigods, I ſhall always appear in black 
Mas I not at Court, I ſhould dreis like a * Ton- 
riere; theſe Changes give me no Uneaſineſs at 

all: I ſpend too much, becauſe I am naturally 

neat, and little inclined to Avarice. In ſpight of 

my Inclination to lead a Life leſs gay and idle, [ 
ſhall ſoon conſume a Part of it at the Opera, where 
ſober Reflections may be made, but where, me- 
thinks, it is ſhameful to be ſeen at the Age of 
forty, and a Chriſtian too. en 
erung it is I . 78 


LETTER XIX. phe 
3 0 phe Ta the ſome. | 

NM. Days are now pretty regular and very 
ſolitary. I pray to God as ſoon as I riſe: 

1280 6% Maſs twice on Sundays and Holidays, 
dAdlãnd once on other Days. I ſay my Office daily, 
and read a Chapter of ſome pious Book. I pray 
to God at going to Bed, and when I awake in 
the Night I fay.a Laudate Dominum, or a Ghria 
| Patri. I think often of God in | the. Courſe of 
tions; I beg of him to remove me hence, if 1 
am not working out my Salvation here. For 
the reſt, I know not my Sins: I have good 
Morals er —— -_ by the Help 


a N ; * 
iS A Maja that looks after the fen ber in a 


4 - 
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(209) - 
of theſe I commit no Harm: But I have a De-. 
ſire to pleaſe and to be eſteemed, which puts me 


upon my Guard againſt all my Paſſions. So that 

I can ſcarcely ever reproach myſelf. with Deeds, 

but only with humane Motives, great Vanity, 

much Levity and Diflipation of Mind, great 

Freedom of Thought and Judgment, and a 

Reſerve in ſpeaking that proceeds from nothing 

but human Prudence. This is the State of my 

treat; therefore I muſt labour here in the Buſi- 

neſs of my Salvation: Pray contribute towards 

it as much as lies in your Power; and as it is 

the moſt eſſential of all Services, — 
hend an the moſt pare Gratitude, 

| ten 


LETTER 8 


4 


To Mr. *. FAubigne >< fk 


7 6, 1680. 
4 Will foeak far you to M. Colbert, however 
ill ſatisfied I may be with him: He will on 


that Account be the readier to grant my Requeſt. ' 

You would be too rich, if you could leave off 
gaming and live regularly. . Suppoſing Misfor- 
tunes ſhould throw you into this Way of think- 


= you” would only do what all the World 5 


CT OR a us valet ourſelyes upon gn. 
S | | ge... 


"(10 ) 


| tertaining a contrary Notion ; but it is immate- 

rial by what Means we go to God. Speak nei. - 
ther well nor ill of the Favour I have riſen to: 

Nothing borders fo near upon Favour as Dif- 
grace. Don't make yourſelf uneaſy at any 
Thing you hear to my Prejudice. Some People 
"are" enraged, and only ſtudy to hurt me. I 
they don't ſucceed, we ſhall laugh at it; if they 
do, we will bear it courageouſſy. Adieu, dear 
Brother, think of our former Condition, that 
we may deem ourſelves happy in the preſent, 
During theſe firſt Days I muſt give conſtant At- 
tendance on the Dauphineſs. Be circumſpe& 
iin your Converſation concerning me: Some 
People make you talk ſtrangely, and take De- 
light in repeating it to me. As to the reſt, I 
am eaſy; I inure myſelf to every ching; we 

| muſt take the Benefice with the Incumbrances. 


„LETTER Cl. 


To Madame ns. 
„ | ' Auguſt 19, 1680. 
1 19 o bas procured Madame de Manteſ- 
_*. pan a Conference tete d tete with the King. 
For ſome time paſt he has been ſuſpected of hav- 
f have been able to recover nothing but Frag- 
ments of theſe Letters to Madame de F* **, 
N. B. By the 26th Chapter of Yo/aire's Age of 


Leut XIV. this Lady appears to be Mad. de For- 
ie, Couſin to Mad. de Maintenon, - | 


I ing 


(111) 
ing ſuch a Deſign; his 8 


Opportunities guarded againſt ; ; Endeavours uſed - 
to break his Meaſures ; but they were ſo well 

laid, that the King has at laſt fallen into the 
Snare. They are. actually coming to an Ec- 


clairciſſement, and Love alone is to preſide in 

Council this Day. The King is reſolute; but 
Madame de Monteſpan is moſt lovely when ſhe 
weeps. The Dauphineſs is at Prayers: Her 
Piety has put the King on making ſerious Re- 
flections; but the Fleſh in one Moment is ſufſi- 
cient to overthrow the Work of Grace. That 
Princeſs has made it a Point of Conſcience to 
labour towards the King's Converſion: I am 


afraid ſhe may grow too importunate, and make | 


him hate Devotion. I beſeech her to moderate 
| her Zeal. She ſometimes admits me to her pi- 
ous Exerciſes ;. and I aſſure you that no Heart is 
more attached to God than hers. Madame de la 
Valiere is a very ſtriking Example of the Power 
of Grace: The King - willingly talks of herz 
and I cannot perſuade myſelf that Louverr j 
N mme 4 

m 3 
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% 


_ arrogantly : She inveighed bitterly againſt me, 


7 Appearances. L Feuillade' has quarrelled with 
Colbert, and made his Peace with Louvois. Phe 


would fail perſuade: me that the King deceives 


— 


| 0 *. N 


Err ER cli Phat 
Nat ln el $8 444, Diese e 1680. | 
T HIS 1 has ſtrengthened the 
King's Reſolution: I have congratulated 


bim on 0 Victory over ſo formidable an Ene- 


my: He confeſſes that Lorvois is a- more dan- 
gerous Man than the Prince of Orange; but he 


is neceſſary. Madame de Monteſpan' wept at 


firſt, then fell to Reproaches, and at laſt talked 


according to Cuſtom: Nevertheleſs, ſhe has 
promiſed him to live in Harmony with me. For 
the Sake of her Honour ſhe ought at leaſt to fave 


Prince of Marſilac deceives the whole Court. 


The Ducheſs du Lude holds with the Majority. 
Madame d Rochefort is come into the pious In- 


tentions of the Dauphineſs. Madame du Freſnoy 


ing me? My Friends don't allow me Tune to 


breathe: I am better pleaſed with the Diſcretion 


* 1 1 8 * 
Maintenon. | 
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LETTER on... $9734 (47 
To the ſane. 
1 AM Jad, with Grief: 1 Batter d myſelf 


ad: — * 


that Madame de Montaſpan would ceaſe io 


perſecute me, and that I might at laſt quietly 
promote my Salvation, in attending on a Prin- 
ceſs who ſets to the whole: Court an Example 
which is much -more admired than followed; 
She has made up the Breach. with the King: 
Louvois has done this. She has omitted nothing 


that might ruin me; ſhe has drawn my Picture 
in the moſt frightful Colours. My God | thy - 


Will be done] She came to me yeſterday; and 


overwhelmed me with Reproaches and injurious | 


Reflections: The King ſurprized us in the midft 
of a Converſation that ended better than it be- 
gan. He ordered us to embrace and to love each 


other : But this laſt Point you know „n, 


was eaſier for him to.give- Peace. ts Furr thu | 
to two Women, and that we. took Fire about | 


Trifles. 


LETTER av. 
$446 To the ſame. ' 


ea 4 


I Cannot ſee you: I ſhall go to Maintenonz, the 


King wants to ſurprize me there; and that 


will poſſibly be to-morrow or the next Day. 
| 71 l 


/ 


(1 
I have not a Moment s Tranquility. The Dav- 
phineſs is in Retirement: I ſhould not be here 
now, if her Devotion had not detained me. 
Pray to God for me: . 
7 emen 


LETTER cv. 
4 Wy rn 


* " Oftob. 10, 1680. 

12 Receive by Dey new Favours from the 

King; E 4 my Health, which is -daily im- 

pairing, will not allow me to enjoy them long, 

The Loſs of Tranquility counterbalances the 

Credit I acquire: I cannot bear this Way of liv- 
| ing. The King is ſhy of me; and fears me: 

He e heaps Benefits on me, in order to ſhut my | 
| Mouth; he loves Truth, and will not hear it. In 

Hort he lives in a Habit of mortal Sin that makes me 

ttremble. I can no longer endure to ſee all theſe 

| "Doings. E the Scene does not change, I will 
withdraw: I am ſure it muſt offend God to live 

with thoſe who do nothing but offend him. 

Piety contracts a certain Lukewarmneſs, with- 

out our being ſenſible of it. I ſhould e er now 

have been out of this Place, did I not appre- 

hend that Paſſion and Spleen might contribute 

more to my withdrawing than a Defire to ſaye 

3 my Soul. I facrifice to God all that might fix 

©  - mehere, and I cannot reſolve to complete this 


aw” 7 - 


{es 


Sacrifice. R 


„ 
my Projects, | * * * 
LETTER ova.” 4 

To the ſame. © Th 5 


NEVER was mots flea much I de- 

ceived myſelf: I am yet very far from the 
Freedom I aſpire at. My Chains never were ſo 
heavy, nor ſo ſtrong. I know not what to ſay 
to the Abbẽ. Gobelin: I fear to lay my Heart 


open to him, becauſe I dread the rendering my- 


ſelf guilty of an Obſtinacy that would be of- 
fenſive to God. I am. a Patient that conceals 
the Diſtemper for fear of Remedies. BET 


: "To 


LETTER e 5 
, 6 
Hu Speeches would grieve me much more 


GG did I not know by whom they 
are dictated to him. I never had ſo much ſplen- 
did Pleaſure on the one Hand, nor ſo much Sor- 
row on the other. I have no ſettled Plan, be- 
cauſe my Meaſures are daily diſconcerted. 1 
am ſo wretched, and have ſo long been ſo, - 
there is room to 1 I ſhall not be e 6 
ee 1 
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n LETTER CV. 


Ur rica En £ ah the ſame. © 2 gs $i In en * 


ir 1 


1 OBT AIN every Thing ; but Eh makes 
the Purchafſedear,, MyrHeartis racked, and 


his is in no better a Condition. At the Age 


of Forty i itis too late to ſeek to pleaſe; but Vir- 
| If 4 is always i in 15 2 All the Compliments 
ou paſs on. my Intelleds have been formerly 
towed. 9 on mV Fac ace: Tl hoſe flattering En- 


1 


comiums never ſeduced-me ; judge then "OE 


YOu not be Proof againſt ours. 
LE T TER IX. 
55 een nde ame * oral 


IM is intractable: 1 told the 


mained ſo till my Appearance at Court. This 


engages me to approve of Things very oppolite- 
to my Sentiments : It is a long while ſince I 


Have had none of my own. How happy ſhould 
T be, had I made a Sacrifice of them to God! 

4 SS RLETER CK. 
F To the fame. * 


Gu only knows the Truth; He ate me 


the faireſt Hopes; but I am too old to rely 
on them. Though Madame de Moriteſpan was, 
it is long ſince I have been, taken by that weak 


1 | | Side: 


* 


* Viz, The King. 
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| 
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St Gai EO 


King that I was born a Calvin;f, and re- 


„ ir 11 3 | | 
Side: And yet this is not à Place bo airs 
Fortitude in. I ſend him ME always in 
Afiftion, but never in Deſpair. SHE 


rr TEN 
7 15. "THE. _ mobiet 
7 Stenay, => 4 ib. 
— is M. de Louvoit's Order: You'll be 
ſatisfied with my Diligence, and ſhall. 
always have reaſon to be ſo in every thing that 
may lie in my Power, N My Equipage i is go 
to Verſailles, and nobody i is better ſerved het 
M. Boptems takes Care of my Apartment; 3 
that J ſhall find it in good Order. I ſend. your 
Wife a fine Cuſhions which the "Princeſs 4. 


Harcour has. brought me from Sale, T think | 
of changing my Livery: It ſe is proper. 4 Von, are 
unreaſonable in deſiring me to alk bf t the Ling, 


while he i is loading me wich Riches es, Honours 
and every thing chat can make Lite agreeable: i 
I ſhall neyer;; aſk him for any. ching; and 1 $14 
only think, of ſerving him in the, ck, = 
Miſtres with, ſych Seal, Fidelity, and M. | 

ae mate i Gene, 'Ger . 4 
my Lodging in Paris. Le ne, Fs, a; gilt 
Chimney piece, and e ee rate; Lowe 


„ee Poland Age of Ela Ay cu, 
261k, OR OTE is quote. 


| 
4 X. 2 

— 
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| us) 
2 ns Fire preferably to all other Dom | 
| encies. Send in a Looking-glaſs from your 
Houſe. There is no need of buying every thing 
new; as Maintenon is fo well furniſhed, why 
ould I be expenſive at Paris, where I ſhall 6 
ſeldom be? I wiſh you a happy New-Year, and 


A 
q LETTER CXII. 
. 5 ; N Madame d Aubigns. Wn 
Ped 255 RODE Jan. 3, 1667. 


* dear Child, 1 daily. beg of God that he 
would lead) you into his holy Ways. Such 


Prayers are not commonly made in the World: 
I make them i in the midſt of the Court, and tho- 
roughly experience the Truth of Sr. Bernard's 
Words, God oy can ' ſatisfy the Heart of Man. 
Believe me, ear Child, all thoſe Pleaſures, 
Which you fancy. i ſo delightful, and which you 
2 perhaps long for, are rothing but Vanity and 
© Vexation of Spirit. Love your Huſband, and 
Jou will be happy. Diſpel his Melancholy by 
your” Cheerfulneſs;” You know 'how much T 
Tove you; make me love you more. Don't 
Keep Company with Madame de LS it 
will do you a Prejudice intheWorld : Be circum- 
TpeQ-in your Connections; make no new ones; 
know before-you Jove,, I am your Siſter, your 


Mother, your Friend. ww 28867 2163 91341 v/ et {30s 
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CEPT cxIII. 
Te 0 Mr. IAubigne.. | 


May 19, OY 
1 ENJOY great Tranquility in conſequence 


more Viſits. My Tenderneſs will ſuffer for it; 
but I found ſo much Inconveniency i in the Ex- 
ceptions I made, that 1 thought it beſt to re · 
ſolve to put all upon a- Level. I am expoſed 

to ſome Diſcontents about it; but that is not ſo 


of the Reſolution I have taken to receive no — 5 


bad as the ill Turns they did me before. I hear- . 


tily wiſh that your Capucin could convert you: 
You would be the. happier for it in this World 
and in the next. The Pregnancy of the Dauphi- 
neſs being declared, all the intended Journies 
are laid aſide. The King had a Fall yeſterday 
as he was hunting. You may well ſuppoſe that 
every body was alarmed. in Proportion to his 
| Friendſhip. | He got no Hurt at all. You muſt 
have ſeen my dear little Prince: My Fondneſs 
for him does not decreaſe. I fancy no Huge- 
nots will be left in Poitou except our Relations : 
Don't repine at your Fortune: Vou were born 
a Gentleman and without a Farthing: Now 


you are in a delightful Place, with a'yearly In- 2 


come of above fifteen thouſand Livres: Com- | 
_ pare Notes, and you'll, think. yourſelf; happy. 
Nap een and a young 


ſweet - | 


(220) 
Greet temper'd Wife ; I am daily embelliſhing 
à fine Country Seat for-you and your Children, 
| You have done your Duty in your Youth: 
Spend your old Age in Joy and Peace; enjoy al 
Things, be a Man of Probity, and prepare oo 
Death as cheerfully | as you. can. Don't gi 
youtfelf up to Melancholy ; ; and remember 125 
you catry in your own Breaſt the Enemy of 
5 ranquility and Happineſs. Tell your 
Ady the oſtener ſhe writes to me, the more 1 
wall love her, provided ſhe does not inſiſt upon 
a regular Correſpondence from me. Iamy 
bit, and more Hothful to write than 7 
Was. But my Indolence muſt not deprive me of 
your Wife's Letters; E beſides, "twill form her 
Stile; for the | more ve write, the un We 
write ann | 


+ Þ i & ;, OV 
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ETER cxV. 
Ai 5 To Madame de St. Go * # 5 1 
2 a1 K ant « Verſailles, Auguſt 24, 1667. 
IT. King thinks ſerioully of his Salvation, 
and of that of his Subjects: If God pre- 
| ſerves him; there will be but one Religion in 
the Kingdom; tis the Opinion of M. d Lou- 
voi, and 1 would rather believe him on this 
Head than Colbert, who thinks of his Schemes 
eee kate. Toene, die eh 


much: : 


* 


(us, 
much: One /catini6t conn What Win : 
thoſe People put into 'Childrens leads 5 but i 
ſhe was ſo taken with the | . 
promiſed me te bechme Cath Apoſtolſe, 
and Roman, pfopided TWould promife t Yer her 
hear it Every Diy.” \ This Biinpffelty" beraten 
much Hiughig "but T canhot” help lamenting 
that the othr Con dens wilt els ay be 
made. Mi. 4 I Nik has reliſted" tt Flo | 
quence of M. Beli . um V e ele 
could. God prat he returns he may b: 
piove e e ec 
ing to thy Felicity but che Converſion ' of my 
Family. * 4. Nag e "have it that T am 
ſtill a Caluinift in my Heart He i 
cated with en 15 e 


ET anbighs, » ME 
een St. Guru, Feb. er 
HAVE received your melanchöly Letter, burt 
am too well acquainted with' the Voie = 
be frighted at it. Their uſual Effect is te make | 
one fancy Death juſt at Hand: Hut that Effe 
is corrected by their keeping it a long while in 
View : This is What M. Fugen has often told 
me. I ſhould, however, be ſcrupulous abo 


e ſuch uu "Roy LAS 
& FF. 


intoxi-- 


T 


(12) 


ent of your Heal: It. is good, to, prepare- for 
Death, eſpecially when we have long Ac- 
counts to make up: Tis with this we ought to 


be occupied, and not about what will 
after we are dead. I will ſend you, our Vene: 


ogy. as ſoon as I get it in order. I ſhould. be 
glad to know who M. de-Cardillac was; that 


2: + thedarkeft Thing I find.in it. Ibeg you'd diver 


yourlelf, never be alone, eat ſparingly. and of- 

ten, take the Air on, Horſeback, not dreaming | 

in a Chair, as I fancy I juſt. now behold you, 

Adieu 3 you tell me nothing about your Wife, 

vou will never be. happy nor well te ki | 

if you don't live well e another. 
2 


LETTER . 5 


ee n 
To the ſame. SETS 

you 100% L tneddle tbo! the bi Akin, 
to think of getting Madam de * * 2 
Place about the Dauphineſs. I will implicitely 
believe Madame de Afiaſſens in every Thing, 
except in Matters of Religion; for I know. that 
in ber Religion they never forgive thoſe that for- 


fake it. Madame de St. Hermine is ſetting out 1 


with her Siſters: : They have all made a fine Re- 
ſiſtance, and a fine Retreat. Every body i is gone 
to the Ball, and Ial alone in my Chamber, 
ee Delt. They ought pm + 


10 : '®, 


0 450 1 
with me: My quiet, folitary Lise is Agreeable 
to my Humour. You have wrote me a Letter 
full of Thanks," but T defire none: "ANT with - 
zs, to ſee you content; and making a good Uſe 
of the Bleſſings you receive: They” are not in- 
exhauſtible; all may end, you know how. 1 
will ſend you a Seal; but I highly diſapprove 
of your affecting to have the Arms of your 
Grandmother's Mother; for *tis from thence _ 
the St. Hermines are deſcended. I could not be- 
hold without Pleaſiire a Genealogy of four hun- 
dred Years, fully proved by Marriage Contradts : | 
"Tis learning very late what we are ; but that 
never is an indifferent Matter: M. 2 Aue, lt 
me e of it twelve Tenn 280. i 


1 * 


5a - * 


— LEER vl. 


0 0 the bbs N he 
St. Germain, Faw 2s, 4687. 

1 Pleaſure of ſeeing the moſt amiable and 

-moſt Chriſtian King at Maſs, cannot fail 
you when you come hither, no more than that 
of viewing the Simplicity: of my Chamber; 
would to God there was as much Simplicity in 
my Heart, and that, beſides what I do not ſes 
in it, I did not diſcover Receſſes that may Tor- 
rupt what Good there is in me. Tam chin 
to ſee all che TIE praiſe what the Eons 
e e 2 n 


% 


A * 
of it to God. Veu ill oon bear 'of 2 neu 
Eſtabliſhment very;ufeful to the poor Noblefls. 


Aft Flonning hus given tho kodebef a Machine 


3 W orld. Fray to. God ſrmů... 
11 your H Li 


11 ons 20 


99 18 >. 5. 


IEE c 
4 To. tbe SO * . ben 
— Der neg one 
might hope for all che Good imaginable from 
the Union and Harmony in dhe Roya Family: 
But they find it n hard, in, the Arti- 
cle of the f Media noche, to perſuade. her Con- 
ſeſſor, who conducts ber in. a Road fitter for a 
Carmelite than for a Queen. I know that ſome 
have cavilled at) the (laft; Benefit you received 
from'the King : But what concerns me, is, that 
you are at alt noved it thei? Reflections, which 
I think are very ilkgromded;\ Don't bealarm'd 
about my Health; a little Matter ſerves to make 
a+Noiſe;, Im upon a Theatre. I {have had 
the Vapours, and what I. have lately fuſfered 
has a little diſorderd my Health Grt a Mu 
5 Tehlaments In tmitationcof Cbrift, An ſurlodur- 

f tion to 4 Deuous Liſe, and your Book on the 
5 ere Academy of Cadets for Sea and E and Ser- 
e the ad of T.,], 1 1007 


A e 3 | 


* Maſs, f 5 


alla, * 2111 is 30 01 - 
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(99). 75095 HE 
Maſs, bound for mo: * LevcotiiiniwryEeN 


your Prayers, and greatly long to attend my 
Salvation; but Pride and Indolence give me 4 | 
deal of Frouble? Wiite: me Word how I am 
to wreſtle with ſuch Enemiea. Adieu; no Un- 
eaſineſs about my Health. I am well enough; 


and contented, nay too much ſo for my Salva 9 


tion; Lhave great Need of A n 
unn 1 K tn 


LET TER n 
9 r 3. | 
Ac © Auguſt 7, 1682. 
K Joyful here. 'Fhe King 
e Dau- 


2 4 
* y N 


er he held the little Prince a Moment 4 


in his Arms 3 has congratulated the Dauphin 'as 
3 Friend; che Queen- had the firſt Intelligence 
ef it from his on Mouth: In short, he is a 


moſt adorable Man. Madame de beten,, 


grows lean upon our Joy: She pines with Jea- 
louſy; every thing 'difpleafes her, every thing 
is troubleſome to her: She ſays that the Lying 


1 others are as fatal to her as her own: e 
gives full. Vent to her Paſſion againſt Father 


1a Chaiſe, who does nothing but his Duty, but 
docs. it now better than ever. We live as t 


— e 


seen born the 6th of Auguft. 


Some think I am for bringing her back to God: 


« 126 * 
lep into her Place, not knowing my Averſion 
to ſuch Things, nor the Averſion I inſtil into 
the King : Others imagine I conſpire with her. 


I earneſtly wiſh it, but have little Reaſon to 
Hope for it. There is a Heart better formed, 
made for Heaven, on which I ground greater 
Hopes. , dieu ; mention nothing of all this: 
1 it is gueſſed at- MT n 0 * bovy 


LE T TE R CXX; 
Ky Mr. d' Aubign es. 
- October 6, 1682, 


Pom the Advice Thank gn you -T aye 
had the Vapours ſo often, that I am become 


= very good Judge in thoſe Caſes. I am afraid 


_ 


of your Inclination to Solitude, than which no- 


thing can be worſe for your 
agreeable Company is better than none. The 
| King has been received at Maintenon by Ninon 
and Frances, who behaved extremely well on 


that Occaſion: I was gone from thence two 


Hours before he arrived. He calls it a very 

pretty Seat. I have ſet up a ManufaQtory there, 
which affords me great Amuſement, and have 

brought thither ſome Normans, arid: Flemmings,. 

to make both coarſe and fine Linen. I am ever 
oppteſſed with theſe Vapours, and ſpend the Days 

in Weeping, Ceaſe we N _ 
m 


(ip) ; 
myſelf the moſt unforticiats Perch Wing,. It 
is true the Queen has honoured me with à Fre- 
ſent of her Picture; but tis better not to talk of 
theſe Things: Favour, in my Opinion, may be 
held as unbecoming as Modeſty. Don't be un- 
eaſy at my ſending you no Particulars: Yow'll 
hear Chat enough about me ; the greateſt Princes 
on Earth are talked of: I wiſh you would be, 
on this Head, as much unconcerned as I am. 
Adieu, dear Brother, think of 'yaur-Salvation'; 

there is DORUBE good i in mpg len with this. 


wry 


* ET TER cxxI. ww 
F 7s Madame de 61 G fry 
2 Maintenan, Nov. 1, 1682. 
Tu. Royal ni live in quite an edifying 
' Unity. The King converſes whole Hours 
with the Queen. The Gift ſhe has made me of 
her Picture is the moſt agteeable Incident that 
has happened to me ſince my being at Court: 
'Tis, in my Way of thinking, a ſuperlative 
Diſtinction. Madame de Monteſpan never had any 
thing like it. 1 ſhall ſpend a Fortnight longer 


here: This Solitude is a Relaxation from the Fas he 
tigues of the great World: I receive. no Viſits 


here, but am conſtantly among my Workmen ; 
this is my Empire. I am torn to Pieces on all ö 


that you would not vindicate 0 it TT ſerves 
G * ME +... 


Hands: Time will clear up every Thing I beg 


w Eno: I chank you for your wiſe.Counſels; 


| (ms) | 
to ſour my Enemies. Madame d Mdrramions is 
indiſcretely zealous : Friends are better ſerved by 
Calmnef.:. I lead a Life chequered with In - 
firmities and Sorrows, They think me in the 
| beſt Poſt in the. World, and I find no greater 
Pleafure than in withdrawing from it, and-living | 
in Solitude. Deſire & Aubignt not to give Way 
to his Indolence: With three hundred thouſand 
Herve Year he would not be r ul ue 
münmmnnn 


I. ET TER cxxu. 
be King 7 Madame de Maintenon. 


ys Madam, 1 have loved Fontanges even 
more than God himſelf. I acknowledge 


I have three times read them over. Lauvois will 
him. Aſſure the Queen, that from henceforth 
Iwill mind Buſineſs: more than my Pleaſures, 
Ale, ar dear Madime dr Maintonen. 11 


I. ET TER CXXIII. | 
Hts, Fenty or aur 
4 OD punihes me Madam i 1 ſubmit to his 
Will: L have too often given that good 
ul great Cauſe of Diſcontent. Don't be ab- 
ET OAT Agr I have 


e 


P 
: 
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eg) LR 
need of your Conſolations: We excite. 
e 


LETTER 
tine 1. Kings - 


| 345 
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Tr r is not to ws . 5 the heck 

and died like Saint; and tis the greateſt: 
comfortto have ſuch an Aſſurance of her Saluation. 
Lou haue now, Sire, a Friend in Heaven, w 
will beg of. Gad ta forgive your Sins, and pour 
down upon you the Bleſſings of the Righteous. 
Let your Majeſty derive Comfort from theſe Sen- 


timents. The Dauphineſs's Healch is on the 


mend. Be, Sire, as good a Chriſtian as yow-are: 
e © nr egit Ik, 
8 2 036 0 2 119315 UW 3) ail} 38 59% 211% if; 2 1 in ot 


Det ung E TTE Ri XXV. 45 N 
5 1 WM. Aubigne. e 


Fontainebleau, Augaft + 75 168 2 


TY ticu] e hinder me from anſwer- 
ing your Letter, 2s you arid ſo much in need 
of it.' Tis owing to your Vapours that Ob- 
jeQs appear to you with ſo gloomy an Ape. 
The Misfortune of not having Children 


-_ ſits light" on every body; ant bel des 


Tia une, 60 much good Seniſe to cat 
83 your 


14 781 | 


geyeralAffliction, and my qwn in par- 


232252 = . 
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: Livres a Years ; you ſhall have more ſhortly; if 


„ ET TER 


we. haye been alarmed about the; King, and 
Hah be An eas 


(0:2395) 
nn or not. Were you to 
come hither, I ſhould not ſee you; and the 
Reaſon that forbids it is ſo proper and fo, honour- 


able, that you ought indeed to be Pleaſed at it. 


It is better to carry on this Correſpondence by 


Letters, than to be on the Spot without ſeeing 
me. If the King has not done you juſtice, and 
if your Enemies have wrong'd you, tis too 
common a Misfortune. You are old; you, have 
no Children ʒ you: are infirm: What is it you 
and in need of, more than Reſt, Freedom, 


and Piety? All theſe Bleflings are in our own 
Hands. Vou have upwards of thirty thouſand 


I. continue in this World; when Pm gone, 


you'll have Maintenon. Vou have great rom 
to think I am grieved at the Queen's Death; 


no body has more Reaſons to be 6, and I feel 


them very ſenſibly: The King's Grief too does 
| not a little encreaſe mine. 


581 1 e £#\ 
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muß „ Te ie ſame. , is "34 14 * gell 


. - Fontainebleau, Sept. 7, 1683. 
5 v Fo eee, doubt, that in the midſt 
of our Affliction for, the Loſs of the Queen, 


Erne 


1 e W 


Aw) 
to be only-diflocated, and thank God is now 
| well. This Accident has ſhewn that he has as 
much Fortitude under Pain, as in his other Ac- 
tions; there's little Difference between his Un- 
concern and that of the Philoſopher, who ſaid, 
Did I not tell you that you would break my Leg ? : 

'Youll gueſs from my good Spirits that the King 
is in Health. M. Colbert is dead: M. Pelle- 
tier ſucceeds him. Pray live elegantly, and 
ſpend the eighteen thouſand Livres ariſing from 
the Affair we have been ſucceſsful in; when 
that is gone fomething elfe of that Sort may 
offer: It i is in the Buſineſs of our Salvation only | 
that we "muſt curb our Paſſions and Appetites. 
T tove you more than your Children; they ſhall 
have my Fortune. "The longer 1 live the more 
clearly I ſee the Folly of toiling and projecting 
for Futurity. Such Projects are almoſt always 
defeated by divine Providence ; for as they are 
| ſeldom form'd with good Intentions, God with- 
holds his 1 Blefling from them. 2 growing, 
1 find, A good Sort of anold Woman, Spend 
your Income, and let your Wife partake of it. ; 
God will make Proviſion for all Neceſſaries, It . 
you | ſerve him. Prepare for Death W be· 
ing melancholy at the "TV of it. 1 
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a King is: in good Taichi, and erde no- 
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_ LETTER” n 
.To Madame. de St. „ ene 


in. tn 


LEAKS TEES ( s OOTY Cent. 10. 


thing more than à little ſlight Paig. Fbe 
Death ol Calbert has grieved him much, and 
many have rejoiced at this Afflict ion. The per- 
vicious Deſigns attributed ta that Miniſter. ate 
idle Tales; the King has yery cordially forgiven. 
him, for reſolying 10 die without reading hi- 


Letter.  Seignelay has begg'd his Poſts, and ob- 
rained none of them; He bas Parts, but little 


Condes his Pleaſures always take Place: of bis 
2 15 He has ſo highly ky Slugs the Fa 
oy barrier of his Father, as to cn. 

Id how- unworthy and incapable 
yy bim. Our Friend has 


| Ulkedof for the Place of Superintendent of the 


Royal Edifices, for about the Space of two Mi- 


| nutes : Louveis has got it without aſking, far, i it. 


I have great Hopes of M. P | Pannen, and. | with a 


Hoe” ſectet Pleaſure perceive that the Court i is Fatisfied. | 


with this Chee: The King has an Eſteem for 
bim. ' Madame de ' Rochefart faves. Appearances 
at leaft : They aſcribed her Con verhon: to me 3 
but I cannot endure any body's Hypocriſy ſhould | 
be attributed to me: The Dauphineſs don't 0 


** alk We ate quite tranquil here: Ma- 


AW" 
"z % . 


8 
. wy 
dame ' 


4 
) 
K 
: 
' 


A | 


6 
— It is indeed high Tias for her 
edify us. I think no more of retiring : The 
King bas made me n not to leave him. 


LETTER cxxvin. 
7 Mr. d Aubigné. 
g „ 


J Have F e ee to. 
me concerning his Accident © This Day he 
leaves off the. Scarf, and ie, thank God, in 
perfect Health I haue encloſel the Anſwer: o 
M. Pelletier, who teturns your Letter} becauſe | 
you ſtile him Adanſeigneur, an Honour he wil 
not accept o Be chearful, but intocend.... 
Think of the next Life z let us prepare for the 
Paſſage thithex with as much Confidence as puſ 
Gble. Do good Works; but remember there. . 
are Duties to be diſcharged firſt, and that your's. 
is to f the Wife, whom God has 
given you; Read St. Paul's Epiſtles ; he w 
tell 3 Strong muſt baar with, te 
Weak, and that ꝓou and your Wife ane but n 
I believe that the Queen hax ge os God. 
the Converſion of the whole Coun. : The King's - 
Converſion is. worthy. of Admiration ; and h 
Ladies that ſeemed | molt ayerſe to it ar -nom. | 
conſtantly at Church, No female Devateem . 
2 an eee, 


— 


* 


| . „ 
Sov: . 
a Devotion , en formetly, | 


94 } 


l | © (LETTER, C XXX. 894 
5 To the ſame. | 

MCLE e 03. 6, 1683. 
ME ® it a Penance and a Practice of Vir- 
tue to bear with the Humours of your 
Wise: It is God that has joined you. For the reſt, 
think of nothing but being chearful, and ſaving 
pour Soul: Theſe two things are far from being 
incompatible. I am not ſurprized that you have 
Already ſpent the eighteen thouſand Livres you 
ould have received at the End of this Year; but 

I wonder you could think the Farmers- General 
dught to pay you beforehand: Tis what the 
King will never order them to do: All that is 
in my Power, i is to defire M. Brunet, as my 
particular Friend, to oblige you. I anxiouſly 
Wiit ſor the News of your Wife's Delivery: I 
Am indifferent about the Sex, and have ſome 
Aeabbns for l. F am much concerned at the 
- War't The King is to ſet out for the Army'the 
| K Toth of April: That is yet indeed at a Diſtance ; 
AP Friendſhip for him makes it preſent to 
me. Adieu; be perſuaded, that whether ſick 
e negligent or careful, in Favour or Diſ⸗ 
an am ever the ſame to you: | Comfort 
yourſelf for the Delay of your a 
* 78, þ | 
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To Madame. 42 S.. 0 W 


| th e eee e 1 73, 1684; | 
HAT think Ve I = d Humieres? 
The King his Conduct; 
and the Surren al owns his Joy: 
We reckoned here upon a vigorous Defence. 
Madame 4 Monteſpan appears unconcern'd at 
all theſe Accbünts, and 18 ſolely intent upon 
her Salvation : We never have any. private In- 
terviews, and that is beſt for us both: I know 
ſhe has told the King that 1 had taken it into my 
Head to gbvern her, and J likewiſe Knew chat 
ſhe has had no Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the 
King's Anſwer: Of all hie Court he is che 
Man that has the moſt Seriſe, and is leaſt liable 
to be caught in fuch Snares. We could never 
have dared to hope that all thoſe: Cotiverſidits - 
would prove ſo ealy'r' ® Palin does Wonders, 
M. Boſſutt is more learned, but the other more 
perſuaſivd. Pray, tell my Siſter· in- lau, that. 
ſhe will add ten Vears to my Life, if ſhe checks 
her Petulancy à littlez, tell ber, if ſhe loves me, 


al} By 1 111 r he won the | 1008 
ants öf France 5555 be ſech in Jeu Age 
eee 15 10085 * 92h _ 
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a. 
5 PR Vn bes aides eee best 
paſſionate Flights: Tell her alſo, that if ſhe 
n ſhe will be afraid 
Set befote her rider Army 
who Tranquility n WING 
| We n np 297 Ani * 7 N x 


[55 . e ere kur 
„ el eee Ant. 650101 »V 
45; 5 9.2 21117 19405 3 3nd W ec. ; 
A Dauphin, a Duke of Burgundy, a a Dykegf 
Amar ! this certainly is great Comfort. 
ph on ens Looſe toall the Tender- 
peſs of the Father. Religiqn does not extinguiſh 
Sboſe;Aﬀettiggs;;; it rehoes. hon them |, The 
 Davphinels/has had; a pretty eng. Laboury and 
A is dooked, upon bereias a happy Prefage, This 
Manning 'the King did me the Honour to affift 
a my Toilet a/ you fee I grow; young again: 
My: lite Prince, in a very.cobliging Manner, 
les zaſt teld ma ſo. The, Abbé de Heul is 
much eſtemed: hene 1 and yet qvery bad docs 
not do him Juſtice: They are hy of benz and 
be wants: tobe loved, as he has all the Qualities 
pequiſite to gain Affection. Sergnelay is iC . 
folable; Ambition preys upon his Spirits; 8 
Pig i. bappyi io! havig Niere gets 
kacrifice themſelves out of Sight fou hiv Strviee: == 


- 


1 


| ( 

Lorvoit begins at laſt to grow. arb os: 
him, and is not ſenſible of it; Every one thinks oY 
of his own Buſineſs, and I mind my ſpiritual 
Concerns. Tem rey will peg wh Tu. - 
la Chaiſe : He inſpires the King with great 
ſerve God in Spirit and in Truth. 1 have. 
formed a Deſign to educate, along with Une 
Villette, ſome yqung Ladies of Hugonat Parent 
It will be a good Work. Let me have your. 
Opinion of it. The King has eee 
nefice on the Abbe Geheln. 1 1 25 


LETTER C n 

To Mb d Aubiggss. 
May 5, 1684... 1 
jc Congrat aka you on the- ſafe. Delivery of my 

Site, and already feel a Tenderneſs for 
my Niece. Pray, let her not be zn only. on, 
that I may have her with me. when ſome other 
Child ſhall amuſe you. 1 am told you go $- 
ſce her ſeveral Times in a Day 3 which looks 
well: Rut let her ſleep: Take care of her Eyes | 
and take care of Accidents. For my own Part. 
I had rather ſee her dead than deformed Lam 
not deyout, my dear Brother, but haue an In- 
clination to be ſo; Apd am perſuaded it is the 
Source of all Good. L am indeed but too much 
e fannie well eee Ua eee 
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"Always heard it 4 that Women ou ght to wk 
to be forgotten. You ; are at full Liberty i in 
regard to what you write to me about : "It would 
be very unjuſt i in me to make Uſe of my Credit 
FR «imma over an elder Brother, to whom 


ly owe Reſpect. Be a good. Huſband, 
2 good Father, and a good Mafter ; but firſt of 


All be a good Chriſtian, and of Courſe you'll 
be Al che reſt. 1 tell you, by Way of Con- 
Kdence, "that T take in young Ladies at Noizy, 
whoſe Board the King pays for: J judge of my 
Satisfaction when I am returning along the 
Avenue followed by 124 of them, the Number 
at preſent there: I employ my Time in furniſh- 
ing them with every thing they want. I can 


/ but ſeldom | go to Maintenon ; M. de Louvois ar- 


rived from thence yeſterday ; he takes ſuch Care 


of it as turns to very good Account ; he has re- 
built the Caſtle of the Park; and I look after my 


young Ladies. We grow old ; let us think of | 


Ped and can chat be gricyous to a Chriſtian ? 


LETTER CXXXIII. 


een 2 80 
"SIRE, ee 


* wg 07 Abts of your Nageny is an 


Age to me. I am perſuaded of your Sen- 
timents; but cannot live quietly at a Diſtance 


From you.” 1 place all my Happineſs, all the 


| 
* 


(h 

Fledfures of Life, in ſeeing your Majeſty : 
And ſhall leave you then' to judge of my Uneaſi- 
neſs. © After ſo many Ra EI 
nours I have received from you, I am as yet 
ignorant what my Lot is to be: But I tremble, 
and am extremely agitated in writing this Billet 
to your Majeſty; God grant it may not be a 
Foreſight of what I dread moſt in this Wotid 
Death would be a thouſand Times more wel- 
come to me. You have promiſed me, Sire, a 
ſincere and laſting Converſion to God; I rely - 
entirely on your Word: Fam encouraged there- 
by; I blame my Suſpicions, my Credulity : But 
eee eee wh 1: 189 garn 


Hack, 14% "6 ina od Liw.: 667,93 
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180941 etch 
20 Madam de St. 7 oy * ® i 

2 Maintenon, . 45 1684. 
eee of the King with 
great Impatience. I very well know there 
i ching te fear for his Life, his Health, nor 
his Glory; but till I fear, and Reaſon does nat 
cure me of this Folly. He covers the Siege of 
Luxembourg; and has-condeſcended to ſhare the 

Honour of this Conqueſt with Crẽgui. I long for 
nothing ſo much as Peace: No Counſels of mine 


ſhall ever be prejudicial to the King's Glory, hut 
if they'll take my Advice, Men would be leſs - 


ns ney with the Dann, 


” 


n it yeſterday; and was a eee 


( 149 } 
tories, apd. would. think We ſeriouſly: of den 
Salvation... But it is not my Province'to-govern 
the; State: I Gy pray w Gad that he would = 
aspire and direc the Maſter o it, hring him 10 


pacific Sentiments. Llove the King juſt in the 


Gme Manner 3s Llove m Brother: I with to 
ſen them parfect, that theꝝ / migut / be more wor- 
thy of Ged. His Majeſty has wrotome! two 
very affectionate Letters, and I haue anſwered 
themilike 2 Chriſtian. Noiay finds me 2 great 
deal af very agreeable Occupation; T will ale 
an mx Fart contsihute to the great Work of 
eee eee 
will be 1 y obliged. to, me for. 
in this World and in the next : Some af them 
are very lovely, and theſo not always the hand- 
ſomeſt. Le Notre has turned my Garden into 


a charming Spot. The Dauphineſs took 


hoped to hay e. died there, but ſhall not oven have 
e a en Uhr e 2 eee 


12 17 2 n N 


LE T.T.E R CNV. 
Fry ets pes £4131 35 lt 
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Tu a a lee Meaſures for a 
Peace: His Miniſters at Na iſban are order 


_ edtoibgua Truce of twenty Years ; and he is 


18 * ; — 1 a 5 
dans | to 
7 
. ; 


with it. He intends to ſet about a total Conver- 


bring. all his 1 e pale of de 

ch and prove the Deſtruction of Hereſy, 
Which ll his could not conquer. 1 
eee 
de la Fayetter, ſhe ſet too high a Priee 
on 'the Continuance of it: However I have 
wen her that I was as figcere,and as obſtinate 
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gags ou is bell ſatisfied 


avberlelf,, Tis the Duke that has ſet us at * \ 


AY 


ck 


| Wn Minton, © 
ed from 


8 mily. The bee is 


nevet followed ul 
pee alſo takes this 
il one of theſe Days 
M. Me Louvois ret 


eg 


of her Brother, and the AA being gone 
pigs his Houſe, Maderoiſelle often ſees me 


. The e. of a Monaſtery,” n 


6 (61430) X T 
when ſhe is here, but her Stay in this Place is 
| ſhorter than formerly. The Prince of Cond 
and * Monſieur Le Duc are in high Spirits at 
the Marriage of the Duke of Bourbon with 
Mademoiſelle + de Nantes, to which the King 
adds every thing, either uſeful or agreeable, they 
can wiſh for. Madame de Monteſpan often een 
me, and ĩs to take me along with her to Clagny: 
enny is afraid 1 am not fafe there: The King 
ſometimes: takes a Walk in private with the 
Princeſs, of; Conti and me. That Princeſs in- 
_ Clines intirely to Good. The Doge of G 
beholds the King and the Nation with Amaze- 
ment: I have ſeen him no where but from my 
Window); but he has paſſed by it ſo often, that 
one might have imagined, there was an -Unders 
ſtanding between us. M.'de:Requielaure made . 
no brilliant Figure at the laſt 4 Carouſal: Do yow 
know: that M. de Murcꝭ was very near winning 
the Prize, and that the King ſaid he was one of 
the moſt expert; which n ROME: 
; r 00 abe 2 way e | 
LETTER CNN | 


Fu the King to Madame de Maintenon- 


Ibo ber to Day for hunting; 1 ſhall not 
flir out therefore till Evening, to take a Walk 
--# Grandſon of the great Conde. 
I Natural eee XIV. by Madame 

Ae. Ni | AI 40 20 
to 8e Foltaire's Lewis XIV, v. 24, p. 2b. 5 


4 2 — complain of 'a 
Days, an whom God has given you: Ti 's 
im —— Be acquiring Merit in his 


att we have to the Poor. It i 


oſten yes Entertinments, and that 1 am p 
tent at chem as ſeldom as I tan, I cannbt fit up 


2 tun 


1 (#44) 
iy f you have = Ba. Don eomo'f 
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LETTER ci, 


Sight, and moch more "eſſeritia} than Bent 
It is true, the 


kne without being diſordered; nor will 1:give 


Mademoiſelle d Poitiers room to ſay vf me, 18 
ue did of Mademoiſelle 4 Hudicour, that I have 


@ fine Feflival N. Ilarij is much frequented : 


returned from thence yeſterday, juſt as the 


Diverſions were beginning; preferring my Re- 
poſe-ts Pleaſures. I have placed at Norzy the 


Relation you ſent me: Is it poſſible for you to 

think Her pretty? This makes me tremble for 
my Neice: I rare not whether ſue is very beau- 
tiful; but I muſt. on I would not wiſh her 


ugly. The King is to go to Chumbord: He 


will lie at Chartres, and I alſo: We ſhall ſtop 


there all the pext Days to perform out Devo- 


tions, TT wart ee 


82 FT 
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„ 
of the Works. They” are lating E Or, and 
laying the Floor of my Apartments. Tg 


will afterwards proceed to (umb 


LE T TER 'CXXXIX, 
* the ſame. | 
| Chamberd, On 3 


1 a charming Place: To- 
morrow we leave it, and with great Re- 


luctance, both in the Courtiers and myſelf. Go 
and ſee Verſailles, tho? you will find it in great 
Diſorder: You have too much Taſte not to ad- 
mire it, and know the World too well, not 
to ſend me an Account of what pleaſes you +» 
moſt. Depend upon it, my dear Brother, 
that Divine Providence, which direQs even the 


| minuteſt of our Aftions, has not brought you 


to Paris merely t6. ſee the Opera. Look out. 
there for fome virtuous Man that may conduCt. | 
you to God; viſit the Abbe Gobelin and Father 
Bourdahoue + There are but few Men of ſound 
Knowledge to be found. Madame de St. Hilaire | 
has made a fine End : I ſhall take her youngeſt | 
Daughter: The eldeſt is not young enough; I 
have firmly reſolved to receive none of her Age: 
I ſhall by this Means give Diſguſt to many; 
but it is bettet to do ſo, than ſtop in ſo glorious - 
a Project. The King is ſatisfied with your Con- 
H duct; 


(, hk ) 


4 «ut; but that is not enough 3 God muſt be ſo 
} 2003: and he is no harder mpls{;.than Man. | 


'LETTE R CAL. 
#45 2h 2606 Gubting io « 


Sept. 25, 1655 
J Before entreated youto * Noigy, and now 
repeat it. Madame de Brinon, tho a Woman | 
of good Senſe, ſtands in need of Advice. Pray, 
let me know whether there is an abſolute Ne- 
cellity for going through -a ® Noviciate, pre- 
vius to the being admitted into this Community, 
c „ eee I well know. 
that hereafter the Girls muſt be a Year. or two 
upon Trial, if judged proper: But as there is. 
yet no Incorporation, ought they to perform 
their Noviciate ? And cin they enter upon it 


1 before the Houſe is eſtabliſhed ? You have made 


me 2 valuable Prefent in giving me Madame La 
 Maiſonfort ; the does Wonders. As for Ma- 
dame whatever Cauſe ſhe may lately have. 
had to rejoice, there is more Melancholy in her 
Mirth than in the Sorrow of others: For the u- 
eure we ſhall receive none but Maiden Ladies. ; 


A fort of Proton time, prevow EY 
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your Thoaghts, I beſeech you, to 
this Eſtabliſhment only ; as God and the 
King have charged me with the Direction of it, 
you ſhould aſſiſt me in acquitting myſelf in it. You- 


cannot too much preach up Humility to our 


Candidates: T am much afraid that Madame de 
Brinin may have inſpired them with a certain 


Loftineſs, and that the Vicinity of the Court, a 
Royal Foundation, Viſits from the King, 


and 


even my Viſits, may give them a Notion of be- 
ing Canoneſſes and Ladies of Importance; which 
be cn be an Obſtacle to the Good we intend to 


neſſes of Convents. 


There is a Medium to be adopted between 
a 4705 Devotion and the Miſeries and Mean- 
I know not by what Name 
they are to be called: In the Conſtitutions, 


Madame de Brinon ſtiles them the Ladies of St. _ 
Louis; which cannot he allowed, for the King 


does not can6nize himſelf ; and *tis he that 
ments are to be black, without Hair, or any . 
Ornament; ach « Dreb us 8. Pal role 
n TINrOnne” 5 


7 * „ 
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LETTER CMLII. 
Te Madame de St. G CEP 

Od. 9, 1685. 
Tren agreeable Sight to me, to behold 
two hundred young Ladies brought up 
under my Care. The Abbatial Manſion of St. 
Danis is to be united to S. Cyr, and the King 
vill give thirty thouſand Livres, till he affigns 
4 Fund out of the Farms. I very well know ; 
what is ſaid about its Vicinity to the Court; 
but can I hinder my Enemies from pratiog ? 
The Journey to Chambord has not been uſeleſs : 
The Fruit of it will ſoon appear ; and thoſe 
ho ſay that the King minds nothing but Feſti- 
vities and Pleaſures, will be confounded. - 1 
Concern myſelf with no Buſineſs, but that of 
 Noizy ; this is allowed me, tis my Work. 
M. 4. Villette has at laſt taken the right Side of | 
the Queſtion, and aſſured the King, that it is 
tze only Thing he ever did without a View to 

- "pleaſe him. The Abbe Gabelin is here, and will 
9 of this Letter. 


LETTER cxILIII. 
6 Mr. GAubj Ds 
PS tad 
[7 — Eſteem for me you 
| are inexcuſeable in dcclining to be guided: 
by my Advice, in a Place I am fo much better 


% 


4 48 


— with N The Thing i 8 
done, and you muſt now think how to mend the 
Blunder: I ſhall ſay you were ſuddenly taken ill, 


and haſtened back to Paris : You muſt come 
again in five or ſix Days: This Behaviour will 
appear natural; but there was too much Sin- 


five Years, ſhould come to look upon me 2 


Quarter of an Hour, and then run away, with: 
out any Notice, or even ſpeaking a Word? 


Conduct yourſelf better, mind my Advice; Slips 
of this Kind are not looked upon as Trifles here. 
Be ſparing of being in Company with Madame 


„ Monteſpan and M. 4, Laus ; it will give 
room to ſay that you herd among the Male- con- 


tents. Viſit M. Gobelin and Father Bourdalaue. 


Come hither at A Saints; you'll ſee the King. 


perform his Devotions, which would be a Leſſon 
to the greateſt Libertine. Adieu; I ſhould 
be delighted to ſee you to-Day ; a Cavalcade of 


the Court Ladies, and a Ball at Night. Tas 


my Advice, and your Life will be pleaſant ; but 
you want C in me. What you have 
been told of the laſt hunting Match is true: 


The Wild Boar was furious; had not the King 


diſengaged his Leg in Time, it had been tora : 
The Duke de Villeroy was pulled off his Horſe: 


Judge then of the mighty Pleaſure [ found in 


gularity in the other: For who can imagine, 
that a fond Brother, who had not ſeen me theſe 


i 
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| this Diverſion. It js juſt ſo in divers Stations 

ich are envied, but which have their ver- 
| atious Sides. Tell Nancy I have wrote her an 
| Anbirer, and ſhall be extremely gd to fe her. 
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ts: LETTER CIA. 


Nabe. unn 

n 0 28, 2685, 
CE talks of being pregnant, but 
23 gives no Proofs of it? The Phyſician Has 
told the King ſo. The Manſion of St. Demi: 
brought the Cardinal d Retz aw hundred thou- 
fand Livres on the Demeſne-of the Generality of 
Paris : This Point is ſettled; the Patent will 
contain an Exemption from all Duties and 
Taxes. I am overwhelmed with Sollicitations: 
Candidates come to us from all Quarters, but 
' few good ones. The King would have” me 
1 pretty difficult at the Beginning, becauſe the 
Community being once well eſtabliſhed, "all 
Things will go on eafily afterwards: M. Le 
Tallier is extremely bad; after he had ſigned the 
Edict he was better; but the Fever ſeized him 
again with great Violence, and now his Life is 
deſpaired of. The King is highly pleaſed with 
baving put the finiſhing Hand to the great Work 
| of bringing the Heretics into the Church. Fa- 
| ; | OR has promiſed, . it ſhall not coſt one 


I: | ® That which revoked the ada of haue i 


_ Drop 
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Drop of Blood, and Lorvois fiys the bun. 1 
am very glad the Heretics in Paris have liſtened 
to Reaſon: Claude was à ſeditious Fellow, and 
confirmed them in their Errors: Since they have 
Toft him, they are more tractable. I am indeed _ 
of your Opinion, that all theſe Converſions are 
not alike ſincere; but God makes uſe of every x 
Means to draw Heretics to him: Their Chil- _ 
dren will at leaſt be Catholics. If the Fathets 
are Hypocrites, their outward Conformity is a 
Sort of Approach towards the Truth. They 
Have the Signs of it in common with the Faith-. 
ful. Pray to God that he would enlighten them 
all: The King has nothing more at Heart, Du + 
Queſne is neither to go to Holland nor to Eng- 
land. M. de Schomberg grows leſs uſeful and 


more obſtinate. 

LETTER IV. 15 
t To the Abbe Gobelin. 
e an. 7, 1686 


= your New-Year's-Gift I have received with 
great Satisfaction, but muſt chide you for + © 
that over-reſpeAful and ceremonious Stile uu 


have choſen to write your Letter in. I-know 
not how far the Honours heaped en me may 
have induced you to think differently of me; 
but I am not at all altered, I receive the Teſti- 
monies of your Friendſhip exactly as I did i-. 
WE 4 | teen 
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teen Years fince. We have twelve e Novices, 
and there will ſoon be four.cen. The King 
Wants to make an End of this Affair: He will 
| requeſt the Biſhop of Chartres to give his Con- 
ſent to the Foundation intended at St. Cyr : To 
this Petition he will annex Letters Patents, ex- 
hibicing his Intentions for the Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Management. The Biſhop of Chartres is 
to ſend his Grand Vicars along with you and 
Father Ie Chaiſe, in order to inſpect the Regula- 
tions: The Temporal Matters will be ordered 
ſo as that the Tranſlation may be made at the 
Feaſt of St. Jam Bapti * IS to the bo King 
Totentions. _ 


'LETTER cxIVl. 
5 Ts the . YO 
| ; Fan. 17, 1686. 8 
| I Preſented your Memorial yeſterday to the 
King, and be determined to ſpeak with Fa- 
ther la Chaiſe about it: The Manner in which 
the Election of a Superior is to be made, was 
approved of ; the Vows were then mentioned, 
and Father la Chaiſe would not conſent to the 
Biſhop's not being able to diſpenſe with them. 


_ The King gives you a Penſion of two thouſand 


Livres: 1 believe you did not want this Bene- 
2 A Novice is the Term uſed for Nuns when” in 


i A 
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faction to make you fatisfied with him. Exa« 
mine our Conſtitutions with Meſficurs Racine 
and Boileay 5 but don't ſpoil the Expreſſion or 
Thoughts of Madame de Brinon, for the Sake of 
poliſhing the Language: In every thing Wo- - 
men Write, there are you know a thouſand De- 
viations from the Rules of Grammar; but, with” 
your Leave, there is too an Elegance rarely to 
be found in the Writings of Men. 


LETTER CXLYE © 
* the ſame. | 


n $4 | 
Fab. 4; 1686. 
Ir. . intended to be made in the 
Conſtitution are conſiderable, and more in 
Number than thoſe Gentlemen criticized upon 
before me, there muſt be a Conference with 
Madame d Brinon about then. I have: been 
told that you have loſt a Law-Suit, and are per- 
plexed about an Account that muſt be given: 1 
am afraid this Affair will give you great Uneaft- 
neſs. Can't you relinquiſh that Eſtate to your 
Relations, and live upon your | Benefice and 
your. Penſion? If you want any other Aſfiſt- 
ance, I will procure it: You would then have 
nothing to do but to ſerve God, and you might 
come and live at St. Cyr : To have you there 
wool! be edraptagoous to my Salvation. 11 


Ws 17. 
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"CBTTER um. 
Lo the ſame... W iy 
Merch 7, 1686. 


Tn 1 in is troubleſome to 


me, even in the Confeſſion-Chair: I ima- 


gined I ſhould always have met with the ſame 
Behaviour from you as I experienced when 1 


wag among the Blue Nuns: You are no Stran- 
ger to my Sincerity ; I make no Compliments ; 


I conjure you therefore to leave off the Stile 
you uſe with me, which is not only diſpleaſing 


to me; but may alſo do me a Prejudice. I am 


no greater a Lady now than when in Tournell;- 


Bun, where you uſed freely to tell me of my 
- Faults : And tho' the Rank I now hold places 
the World as at my Feet, a Man' charged with 


the Direction of my Conſcience is not to be 


regarded in chat Light. Vou are not to'inftil - 


Pride into me; you, who ought to eradicate it. 
Where ſhall I look for Virtue, if I find it not 


in you? And to whom elſe is it poſſible for me 

to be ſubmiſlive, as nothing but Reſpect, Adu- 
lation and Complaiſance apptoach me-?: Speak 
to me, write to me, without Artifice, without 
Ceremony, without Inſinuation, and above all 


Things, I beſeech you, with leſs Reſpect. I 
would ſave 2 2 I commit it to your Care: 
Look 
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an.. ſtript of all the Pomp 

eee ee . 8 
: real Sentiment. 0 


"LETTER xk. 
Ae * * . as” 


—4 


> July: 4 1686. 
AE Biſhop e ſtands up for abſolute 
Vo, and is the only one of this Opi- 
nion: For my Part, I have no Will of my own 
in this Point, and ſhall always conform to the 
either Side of the Queſtion, I ſhould ſcruple to · 
declare it, for fear of cramping the Freedom of 
Suffrages, and gaining too much Weight to a 
Woman's Advice. T have no other Intentions | 
| Tm certain than what are good, but Lam not ſo . - 
CQ uin that I ſhould not take the wrong Side of 
FF the Queſtion. The Biſhop of Chartres has d- 
clared by a Decree in due F orm, that it Is the 
; King's and his Intention I ſhould: be perp 
| Superior of this Community, both in Spirituals 
a T emporals: The Community upon this 
| have ſent me a gold Croſs, ſet with Flowers| | 
de ins and theſe Lines 1 1 = 
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e 
I doubt. . at firſt to 


| take in three hundred Perſons; but a few Years 


of good Oeconomy will procure us what is now 
wanting. My preſent Uneaſineſs is to know 
what will become of this Eſtabliſhment aſter 
my Deceaſe. I am very much afraid their Fer- 

vour will relax, and that this Houſe, which is 


-  defign'd for an Azylum to the Unfortunate, may 


be opened to the Sollicitations of the moſt wer- 


| LETTER CL. 
O. 24, 1686. 


Ee | thaw app 
Ou Lat is begun their Exceeitis : | | 
2 have ſeen them at their Work, at their 


v 
Hours of Recreation, in their Ats of Piety, and 
have found every thing conducted with. great 
Order and Simplicity. If they hold on in this 
Manner, not ſo much as two mortal Sins in a 
Pear will be committed in that Houſe. The 
elder Ladies are diſcreet, and the Children very 
teachable. The Title of Iaſtitutrix has been 

offered me; I at firſt reſuſed it; but they repre- 
ſented to me, that it ſignified nothing more than 
my having directed the Beginnings of this Com- 


I:t them give me what Title they pleaſed- 1, 
F did 


_ munity. Madame d: Brinen petſuaded me to 


3 
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did not want this Engagement to de Good to 


that Foundation; you know it is my predo- 
minant Paffion ; and I am fo ſtrongly attached 


to it, that I am even apprehenſive of being leſs 
attached to God, tho* I do it for his Sake. I 


have at laſt obtained a Promiſe to have my Name 


omitted in the Medal: The King ſaid, that this 
Event was too remarkable, for Racine and 


Boileau to omit the Particulars of it in the Hi- 


ſtory of his Reign. My Brother tells me you 
complain of his Wife : I am ſurprized you 


would not impart to me the Cauſe of your Com- 


plaints; you know I am not ſtrongly prejudiced 


in favour of Ki Siſter-in-Lay : Time and You | 


S „ 2 £7 a 
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5 B T T BR cla. 
4 To the ſame. Me NY 


Verſailles Dus 13. mig 
Death of the Prince of Cond# has much 


THE 


Letter to the King is an admirable Piece: He 
therein gives Judgment on bis on Conduct, 
and a ſevere Judgment it is: He alſo. begs 4 
Pardon for his Nephew ; it is ſome Weeks fines 


PF 


: Stroke 3 


* Ja N a 


grieved but much moe edified us: His 


I poke of it, at the Requeſt” of the Princeſs 6f | | 
Conti, and was pretty favourably heard. The 


f 


WT 


Stroke; and the King was affected with it ſo 

much as to ſhed Tears: MI. 4 Cheoreaſe is 

. -_ prodigiouſly dejected: Madame du Lude loſes a 

_ Friend: her Sorrow is not like that of other 

. People; you. calily gueſs the Reaſon and the 

| - Difference. Our Siſters of St, Cyr are mightily 
i | pleaſed with the Director you have given them; 
and their Direftor is as well pleaſed with them. 
He complains of having too little Occupation; 

he never could have believed that a religious 
Houſe was ſo eaſy to be governed. A Man, of 
a more buſtling Temper, might not have liked 
to ſee his Penitents ſo rational. The King al- 
| ways fakes the Air on Horſeback ; Madame ds 

Lud and 1 follow him in a Chaiſe.  Prſailles is 

b as quiet as if the Embaſſadors of Siam were not . 
dere: They ami every thingy bit the Ma- 

| ſter till more than the Houle. 1 — 


| 2 w —_ Ts N 


5 . 22 wa "Toth whore as 23 | 
SH £230 14 ordiriigiles uu e : 
HAVE at laſt inatehed à Moment to write 
to you. The King is as well as one in his 
8 Our Joy encreaſes with our 


Hopes. The Phyſicians aſſure that the Danger 


over, His Majeſty hay given F 
2 MN 1 4323 1 59 260 SR. » © mJ. 20 a 
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* 
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| Gam)  . - 
| Hed. thenfond inn eee 
I never beheld an Inſtance of greater Courage. 

Calamities of his People, in their Loſs of 
him, the Apprehenſion of the Dauphin's falling 
into the Hands of ill Counſellors, and the Cer+ 
tainty of the Diſgrace of his beſt Friends, were 
the only Things that made him uneafy : He 


trembled for France, but not a Moment for his | 


own Life. Madame de Monteſpan will come 
back: The King has been greatly affected with 
her Tears. The Vendefmes are rendered ſuſ- 
picious: God knows how this Matter ſtands; 
there may be nothing criminal in that Feſtivity; 
but it was imprudent and unſeaſonable. I am 
not yet at the End of my Sorrows; I perceive 
they impute to me that profound Secrecy, and 
they affect to reaſon upon it. You know how 
much 1 have at Heart bringing all the Royal 
Family to good Terms with the King; never 
theleſs am T accuſed of keeping them at Variance, | 
The Dauphin aſſured me that he neither be- 
lieyed, nor even liſtened to theſe Reports; but 
be may one Day give Ear to them. Patil ed 
— Sous: Lade not "ſpeak of it t 4 
. eu dog his Majeſty, ouabain 


the Operation of the Fiſtula, after, havin 
on feveral Patients in the Hoſpitals. Flies the 


thouſand Livres, he ured” a Bi 
9 hahe by this Operation. > W Teng 


the 


5 ' (6663 . 
_ the King, for fear of ſowring his Temper : He 
be might, perhaps, revenge me; but I had much 
rather pardon them. AI . 
LETTER "CLI. 
To Madame de Monteſpan. F 
N Jan. 12, 1687. - 
Ten King 5 Madam, to in- 
form you, that. yoù would oblige him by 
appearing again at Couft, unleſs the Deſire of 
minding your ſpiritual Concerns ſhould. detain 
you at Fontevrault : In this Caſe, he does not 
expect you ſhould alter your pious Reſolutions _ 
for. his Sake: But if your Abſence ſhould be in 
Conſequence of any Diſcontent, I can aſſure 
you, Madam, you can do nothing better than 
return ſpeedily. . The King would have per- 
mitted you to enter his » had he not 
r 
prejudicial to his Health at that Juncture. He 
oy been much concerned at your Grief, and 
has. embraced our Princes with infinite Ten- 
derncſs. The Duke du Maine has taken upon 
bim to preſent you my Reſpects; I could not 


put my Cauſe into better Hands: Believe it, 


| | Madam, that whatever affeQionate Things he 
c 
| ever 


— 


(46) 


ever ll very ſort of what Inclnation and Gra- * 
2 me. 2 | 


"LETTER clv. 
7 Madame de St. G * *. 


2 - Feb. 2, 1687. 
P4R18 ought to be well fatiaied with its 
Maſter : The King was never ſo well 
pleaſed as ſince he has been an Eye-witneſs of 
the Affection of his Capital. T am much de- 
lighted to find him in ſuch Sentiments : 
may perhaps inſpire him with a Deſign to eaſe 
his People. Father Ia Chaiſe has a greater In- 
Avence than ever over the King: From hence- | 
forth he is to act without the Archbiſhop of 
Paris; and Madame de Leſdiguieret will no 
longer ſee the Clergy of France on their Knees 
before her. It was a great Scandal. He is to 
make his Report, and the King will nominate : 
You may well imagine this high Fayour will 
lay all the Nation at the Feet of the Society. 1 
have already waited upon him in Behalf of your 
Nephew, and did it with a tolerable Grace: 


We muſt indeed in ſome Meaſure diſſemble, if F: 


| we would ſerve our Friends. Madame de Mon- 

teſpan leads an angelic Life: The Court is 
greatly altered ſince ſhe has ceaſed to govern it. 
| The Pricce of Oui? nun ue 


Men. 
L E. 1 


. 142 | 
41s LETTER ef. 


la 28. 
yOu ne” rhe am too bu(y? to write 

Jo long a Letter as I could wiſh: Your Ne- 
der his been preſented to the King, who told 
me he would promote him in due Time; let 
| "Bien behave well. Father 4a Chaiſe has nit yet 
been able to fipd apy thing, better for him. I 
very. heartily thank ou ſor having at laſt af- 
Yorded me an Opportunity. to ſerve you: Di- 
75 of my Credit as if it were your own. The 
Morks at Maintenes are in great Forwardneſs: 
The King's Preſence ſpoils nothing there: Ties 
2. fine, Sight to behold an Army employed in 
Sans a ene Seat! The two: Hills 
built: 11 is, r Opinion,'a Work | 
worthy. of the Romans and of Leis. All this 
| often brings me back to refle& on the Folly of 
Men, in taking ſuch Pains to adorn a Habita- 
Yaſs ee ano e's four Dag; 
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+ \ Verſailles, Sept. 10, 1687, 
en your Nephew's Concerns: 

Lam a little better informed than a 
2 - at 


; (63) 
at Paris, and ſee no Appearance of War. . Your 
Politicians build Caftles in the Air ; the King's 
Sentiments are very pacific, and he will indeed 
_ ſuffer the Emperor to beat the Turks as long as 
he pleaſes : It is true, that, if the Advice of 
fome People was followed, France would ſtop 
the Progreſs of the Honſe of Auſtria; but the 
King is too true to his Word, to ſet Europe in 
2 Flame through an ill grounded Jealouſy, For- 
merly T would not, perhaps, have anſwered for 
him; but at preſent God has inſpired him with 


a Loye of Peace, which encreaſes every Day. 


Pray the Almighty to pour down his Bleflings 
on all his Undertakings. I am very glad you 
like Maintemon : Is it not a fine Seat? I told you | 
long ago, that the King did nothing by Halves. 
The Dauphin is reconciled with the little Duke, 
and, contrary to my Expectations, e the 29 
Lig" having had any Hand in it.” Ty Fo 


LETTER Lyn. 

To the ſame. . 
Verſailles, March 1 3. 1688. 
O News ews-mongers magnify Objects as they 
_— pleaſe; it is only occaſionally, and as it 
were proviſionally, that I occupy the Queen's 
Apartment ; ; and accordi ingly I have furniſhed i it 
1 4 very modeſt Way. The King came into 
it yeſterday, and looking at my Sp alas 
n 


- 


15 65679 3 


1 


5 Crucikx, faid to me, 4% That's a very grave 


Piece of Furniture; J adyiſe you to get it 
* removed.” 5 5 anſwered him, What are 
you 755 d 6 5 to behold him who is your 


1 h Kane, who will be your Refuge at the 
| Hour of Death, and will then be ,put into 


22 Hands ? You qught indeed to accuſtom 
© yourſelf to the Sight of him.” The King 
Hl th e e a an eden 3 
Knack at preaching ; and ſo the Crucifix re- 
mans, The Pope's Inflexibility greatly alarms 
me. Lowvais is ſovely grieved to find his Credit 
beginning to decline: He envies me the In- 
Huence I have acquired; he imputes to me the 
"King's Diſguſt; in fine, he wants to render 
| himſelf neceſſary by a new War. Heaven has 
been very kind to me: Nothing is wanting to 
Oe ee . 
ba 3 


- 


LETTER cLvin. 
20 the ſome. $16.54 


FVrrſailtes, Sept. 85 1688; 
1 IRE pray'd 5 Peace, and God has ſent us 
War. Let us humble ourſelves under his 
mighty Hand, and adore his Prov idence.— The 
King is not pleaſed with the Dauphineſs: He 
e it ill that the intereſts herſelf ſo openly for 
* Prince - 


£ 


( ibs) 2 


Prince * Clement. The Dauphin Will ſet cut os, 


from Yerſaillss towards the End of this Month 
to him. His Army is to inveſt Philipſbourg's 
Lowoois will omit nothing, in order to engage 
him, by the firſt Succeſſes, to continue this War. 
I dargnot tell it to the King, who has an entire 
Confidence in M. de Dura. Methinks all theſe 
Diſputes might be terminated without ſpilling 
ſo much Blood. The King intended to take the = 
Field, but has promiſed me to deſer it till next 
Spring: God grant that a Peace may be made 
| before that Time. Our Intelligence from Zag- 
land is very bad: The Jeſuits. have managed © 
Oy HY” 2 1 


LETTER ax.” 


Frow Madame Guion to Madame de Main- | 
tenon. E 

"Hs Paris, 0a. 10, ; 1688. : 
AFTER h having thanked divine Provi- 

dence for delivering me from the Priſon in 
whict, my Enemies held me, it is but juſt that 

I ſhould return Thanks to you, Madam, whom 

God has made uſe of to reſcue me, as it were by 
an, from che Hande * 1 5 


or e. 


—— 
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1 (er. 
m I have obeyed „er Ok 81 


: | void have obeyed the Injunctions of God; and 


Tbope you will not attribute this Obedience td 
Weakneſs; but look upon it as the beft Teſti- 


wn 1 Gould give you of my Gratitide.” At 


| - frfT had an Averſion to itz but the Moment! 


obercame it, 1 felt Joy and Tranquility dow. 
ii inte my Soul. La Camby, my : Father in 
Fefus in, is not more culpable than myſelf ; 
| Fin the Cane of his Misfortunes : You have 
oily to? fpeak;"Madam, aud his Fetters wi 

op bk. In e doing yol will reſtore to the 
Flithful an oppreſſed innocent Man, who, may 


a not ce ( fer out to throw m) 


_ againſt my Will to flop ſhort on the Road and 
return hither: 1 ſhall wait for your Commands, 
May the Lord infpire aud guide you ! Tihall ne- 
ver ceaſe to put up that Prayer, nor to ſubſcribe _ 
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on . v7 LETTER — * 
i Ly Aadome de Monchevreuil. 45 
RE is nothing in your Grief ur 


a Chriſtian: So natural is it — 3 


een a Native of Glneba, and Direc- 
tor of Madame GE: A Man diſordered in his In- 
lefts. He was confined in 1686 by the King's Or- 
der, as a Sedueer, and died mad, 


edify and inſtruct them. My God! tþ Will whe | 


at your Feet; but but à ſecret Voice a 4 


A 
wiſe and well zeſtabli rb 
wee e Fog Ka . . 
be not too violent, and cauſe you to murmur a- 
gainſt Providence: It is vain 6. ü its Dig. .- 
penfations. 1 ſend © you the Abbe: He F tell 
you how muck I am concerned at your , 2 
tion: He, will Afo tell you, what little 8 
there is in che Felicities of this World. 1 
were too happy; God deligned to bring You = 
back to himſelf.” It is indeed a terrible Blow,” 5 
but he itixes it for your Good: He knows bett. 
ter than we do whit is for "our AtdVantiges 
Theſe are melancholy Reflections, but they are 
true, and ſuitable to a Soul great a8 vors, 
What would avail the Progreſs you have” "mie, | 
in Piety, if it could not ſupport you in this THe. 
|  bulation?' 'Tis in *Adverſity we are on 
_ whether our Devotion is ſincere. What is Vir, 
tue, if iti be not tried? God does not we, 
| only the Sacrifice of our vicious Inclinations 
he would have us to ſacrifice likewiſe 3 
ments and our deareſt AﬀeAions. "I 
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M. ne, 600 of Madame & Manor, 26! 
ud. Aid de Cump to che Dayphin, was killed-at-the, | 
Siege of Manbeim before his Father's ** * _ 
wear: hc 
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read it beſore I went to Bed: There is much 


"ruled it with more Indifference. Could he 


69 ; 
"LETTER cLXI. 


. 7D Madame de St. G * * ®, > 
10 you would dat your Lets, Madune | 

Aornay makes 2 Collection of them: But 
were you to do the ſame with mine, you ſhould 
have no more. of them. In ſpight of the En- 


5 comiums you. beſtow on me, I am very ſen- 
file my Letters are, good only for the preſent 


Moment. I thank you for that Manuſcript: I 


Truth but more Falſhood im it. Had I been in 
the Place of the Dauphineſs, I mould have pe- 


King believe Things ſo abſurd ? And ſuch as 
are not ſo be knew already, and ſo did the whole. 
Nation. The Duke de Beauvilliert has taken 


Fils change their Mind. It is true, you take a 


dener View of Things at a Diſtance ; — | 
not the Caſe in this Matter, I have not a Mo- 


t at Command, and muſt therefore con- 


dude, cho 1 have many Things to add. If I | 
don't ſee you Saturday, you'll reſerve me that 
Pleaſute for Sunday: 1 hall be diſengaged at the 
ts uſual Hours: I wiſh I could always be fo bor 
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the right Side of the Queſtion ; all that they 
NEG cannot Wake every Andy, at 
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From the Da 
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2 I . Ah u. A, for what you, write con- 

cerning your. Sentiments towards me, I never 
doubted of their being ſuch as you make Pro- 
feſſion of; you have tog much Senſe and Pro- 

bity to harbour any, other. You wrong me in 
deſiring me not to write to bu, leſt it ſhould | 
make me dull; I feel great Pleaſure when I write 


which is longer than uſual. I wait impatiently 
for, the King's Return, and expect at the ſame 
Time the Pleaſure of giving you Alſurances 
myſelf of the Fullneſs of my Friendſhip, Adieu, 
eee eee, ! 


- * This Printes was grown ctilanctoly- and of 
difficult Acceſs: She denied herſelf every. Kind of 
Fleaſure, and ſhut. herſelf up in her Cloſet, with a 
ew Female Confidents, who impoſed upon her Cre 
dulity. Sbe died of a Hugering Diſtemper the zcth 
of April, 1690. She was a Lover of Learning, and 
had even made Verſes, ſays Poltaire in bis of 
Lais XIV. but, to judge s her 
Proſe, ee ! 
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to vou, as you may be convinced by this Letter, 73 
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LETTER CcLXIII. 
To Madame de St. G +. 


WL is become more ads 


13 M 4 Sbjct of Converſation. He wants me 
| to join with him in taking Vengeance; I have 
told him that! bad long ago forgiven all : He is 


* '* Mademoiſelle would ay as much to him. 
He is quite obliterated" in the King's Heart; 


Inquietude holds there but by 2 Thread. + He 


iz good deal mortified that the Direction 
of the Affairs of Ireland has been taken from 
him. At firſt he imputed it to me, and then 
charged Madame de Chevreuſe with it. He rec- 
Ekoned upon immenſe Perquiſites. Seignelai ex- 
peas nothing but Toils and Dangers; and he wilt 
-  fucceed if he does not behave with too much 
Hlaughtineſs. The King could not haye a bet- 
ter Servant, if he would but check his Temper 


alittle : He himſelf acknowledges it, yet does 


not amend.” When J had a tolerable Voice, #3 
could. have ſung that | Sopg without. any Con- 
cern: It tells me nothing chat is new: Don't T 
Know that I am old 7 And could forget it, the 


„For an Explanation & this Paſſage the Reader 
1s ; referred to Yoltatre's Age of Louis XIV. Chap. 25. | 
4 M. 4 Louwvois. 


very 


F << * ) | 
vety 1 in n my Humour _ adedy 
convince me of it. Fay, make Inqulry after 
the Author: If the King knew him, he would 

7 me; and if 1 knew him; I ſhould 

avenge myſelf only by doing him Good. When 

— of Madame d- Monteſpan,Ti6ok upon a 

theſe-Outrages'as meer Trifles. T am mightily 

pleaſed with the Duke du Maine, and the King 

_ is diſpoſed to grant him any Thing. My Girls 

take up à great deal of my Time, but much 

more Agreeably than all the Intr guss of à certain 

Bet of People who afe ſometimes deceled, 
ſometitmes deceiving, and often both. I je? 

rience it more than ever, that nötking can make 

amends for the Loſs of Freedom. Tou do Vell 
to cheriſh yours. Philoſophy ſets us above 

Grandeur; büt nothing fets us abbve Heavinds 


of Heattt 3644 bien 25 111423 big oi 
s nh gory U DI n ange Kalt ee 
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8 


ami Woman; in; the Kingdom, were 
the nat che greateſt Coquette, in it. ; You 5 
imagine how. many Vexations her ,miſchjev x 
Tricks expole gor-to 2; The King did not 
care to ſpeak to the? | Ducheſs de Hauben; | 


% Ons, of hi natural Daughter by Madame,;cs 
wre. | os 5 19 


x A it for le ant how had ething be Ja 
ths from ber. Can 1 be more grie- 
Hopes: Marr in riniog bini, and, dee 
not perceive it. The King will not ſuffer ſuch 
Diſorders,byt will keep his Word. Lnow appre- 
he e e Lone. han I fear his 
Tell me what you; would do, were 
Jou in _y Place. I have. conſulted Father 
* Gaillard, but declined explaining myſelf clearly; 
which, may be the Reaſon why he did not well 
underſtand me.3, perhaps he aply feignod that he 
di notjunderfiand me. Talk to ſome able and 
| - pious Perſons; wrap up the Caſe, and in God's 
Name extricate me from this cruel Dilemma. 
I offend God by my Impatience, 1 muſt once 

for all apply a Remedy. I fear to create myſelf 
Enemies ; and I am alſo afraid that my Con- 
ſrience may r meren with ſuffering .. 
Scandal. WR III. 7 
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| / ir Joliet! 2 77 77 ai Ki, gt 621 cha 
* Ger b e taken. 
Tbe Dauphin in from” henceforth 
let Lewis the Bold. The King's Joy is 
inexpreſfible, aud the little Count laughs and 
_ -ies"alternately. Vaulan Diſpoſitions w. 
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15 9) | 
admirable : He curbed the Fire of M. 4. E | 

and hindered the Dauphin fram getting himſelf 
knock d on the Head. M. 4% Lowvois would 
| have the Army to penetrate into Germany, and 

ravage the Palatinate without Mercy: wing: i 
theleſs, ſome able Politicians pretend that the 
War ought to be carried on againſt the Em- 
peror only, and that we ought in Prudence tb 
ſpare che Empire. Whatever bas a ſhew of 
Glory will be done, and afterwards they will 
think of what is profitable: They will act firſt, 
and then conſider how they ought to have acted. 
My Preſence cramps: Laxvois, and yet I never 
contradict him: The King has told him ſeveral 

times, that he might ſpeak with full Freedom. 
Some imagine that I govern the State; they pre- 
ceive not, I am perſuaded, that God has heaped 
fo many Bleſſings on me, only tliat I might at- 
tend to the King's Salvation. I daily beg of 
Heaven to enlighten and ſanctify him. Joyn 
your Prayers to mine j they will" prove more 
efficacious, becauſe more diſintereſted? You are 
* me, in love with earthly Things. 
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I. ETTE R cLX VII "40 
From the Duke” du Maine 7 "Madam 
4 0 de Maintenon. re en 
A Neu. "or" we 
Pane has capitulated. M. de Stabren 
©, "berg has called for a Confeſſor and a Phy- 
Sean; I ſhalF be very ſorry if he dies, for 


he agrees to every thing we would have: He 
is the beſt natured Man living. He told the 


Dauphin, that he ſhould die wick Grief for ba- 

5 ving loſt a Place of ſuch Conſequence to his 
aſter, did he not find ſome Comfort in ſur- 

9 ueidering it to ſo great a Prince. Adieu, Ma- 
dam; 341 will do all that lies in my Power to de- 
* ſerve your Friendſhip. I forgot at ſetting out 

_ -to' alk the King, 'whether the Regiment of 


| 

| "Swift Guards ought not to beat the March for 
3 me; n e my be drawn into Pre- 
LETTER Sg, 
To Madame de St. G 0 . 


Fan. 9, 1689. 
Tur King of England arrived the 7th Inſtant. 


at St. Germain's with the Duke of Berwick : 
His firſt Converſation with the Queen was very 
moving: He conſoled her, and careſſed the 
Prince of Malis in the moſt tender Manner: No 


aha by. 


4275). 3 


Map: can diſplay more Fortitude : This Uncorf:- 5 


cert at the Loſs of ſo much Grandeur is the 
Work of Grace: It is a glorious Sight to be- 


hold a Royal Confeſſor of the Faith ! The 9 


Court of St. Germain will yield to none but 
Verſailles in Magnificence : The King will not 
ſheath the Sword 'till he has driven the Prince 
of Orange out of England: They call him a 
ſecondCromwell ; it is certain that he has already 

ſeized the Crown; the Catholics are oppreſſed, 
and the Parliament threatens to exterminate 
them. It always runs in my Mind, that if 
Colbert had lived, all this had not happened: 


Loivois did not prevent the Deſcent of tue 


Dutch; he knew nothing of it till they had land- 
ed: All this ſounds ill. Meaſures will be 
taken to mend Matters; but it would have been 
much better, had the Deſigns of the Prince f 
Orange been nipt in the Bud. Nooilles. and 
Boufflers will command in ſpight of Louis, the 
firſt in Catalonia, the other on the Mofell : I relyß 
much upon them, but * on hs Wet 

of our Cauſe. 5 1 


, ww 


ee 
LETTER clxynI. 


Frm the Duke du Maine 1% Madame 
de Maintenen. 


2 


* a Canp at Eſtines, Auguſt 155 1689. 
Chnkea is wot Madam, that I burn with 
Impatience to know whether belye the Blood 

1 am deſcended from; and therefore I am ſorry 

that 1 have been ſent hither to be kept in a 

Whole Skin and learn to viſit Camps: I can- 

not, without great Concern, ſee the Troops 

kept in Idleneſs. What I wrote to you about 
the Honours the Sumi Regiment of Guards owe 
me, is of Conſequence: 1 have done no more 

-methinks, than ſet forth my Reaſons, and 
ſubmitted to the King's Will: I: know not 
- (whether my Vivacity made me ſay more than 1 

intended. I am very far from being of Madame 
ade Monteſpan's Opinion; for though I do no 
where I can only limp before People who are 

in Pain to ſee me; whereas here I n 

learning my Trade. 


1313 LETTER CLXIX. 
NNE From the ſame to the ſome. 

. Madam, . | * Sept. 29, 1689. 

1 WRITE but a Line to the King, becauſe 1 
think it better to make ſhort Letters than 
dull 


9 


1 


— 


— 


4 o li 1 


dull ones: e e ee 


him, let him cut out more Work ante og 


Paint me to him with a grateful Senſe of all 
his Favours; ufe the ſtrongeſt Terms, . 
with all your Genius, be fearful only of not 


faying enough 3 give full Scope to your Imagi- 
nation ; make me er whatere JU HARE + 


Be my Proxy; that whilſt I only defire to facri- [ 


fice myſelf here for the King's Seryice, I may at 
the ſame time be at Verſailles: to take Cars of my 
Intereſts. Labour for your dear Child, if vou 
think him worthy is de 9 r as eſs 


ou * 
F 177 f * 
11 p } 


I ET TER CLXX:- 1 


m 0 eee, 1780 en 


* F 
01 or! e 1 N 


e , 

IT; is lage, Mala, that. = many Years 

" ſpent at Court fibuld not yet havetayght you ta 
throw the Blame on the Abſent : I think cannot 
beſtow a greater Encomium on you. I have al- 
ready experienced | the Manner. in Which you 
conceal bad Things, and publiſh what is good: _ 
But as, we ſhould always conclude with telling 


trition of a true Penitent: The Terror of your 
Remonſtrances, which I dread more than thoſe 
of Madame de Manteſpan, becauſe keen al- 

„ 


» 


73 


our Sins to the Confeſſor, 1 will own to - 
the Occaſion of my Debts, with all the Con- 


* 


— 


- 


+3337 4 : f 2 de ve 


(x38 "i 


ways "II by, Reaſon, has hitherto pre- 
vented my acknowledging that I loſt my Money 


at play. Put not a bad Conſtruction on my 
_ excellive Fear, ſince what renders it ſo great, is 
the Apprehenſion of making you uneaſy. It's 
F 
eee „ 


"LETTER CILXXI. 
From g of England to. Malone | 


aintenon. 4 J „ 
if St, Germain, Dec. 8 4689. 
Speer gs you t treat me with Ceremony, in mak- 
ing. Excuſes' for not having fully anſwered 
my Letter, it is but Juſtice; Madam, to make 
Vu as many; nay more. I conjure you not to 
forget to give me an Account of your Health by 
. my Courier, without taking the Trouble to 


write to me; for 1 am more afraid of your 
Trouble, than wiſhit ng for my own Gratification, 
You know my Heart ; it will ever be the fame; 
my Friendſhip for you can neither decreaſe nor 
increaſe. I pray to God for your Sake, that 
he would make you a great Saint ; and for my 
own n Sake, 2 it may not happen too ſoon. 4 


* 8% 
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I. ET TER CLxXII. 
From the Prince of Conde 0 the — 


vo are ſo good - natured, Madam, and 
take ſo much Delight in doing Good, that 
I dare beg the Favour of you to tell the King 


how much 1 am affected with all bis Kind- 
neſſes: I am unable to find Terms to expreſs 
my Gratitude. Diſplay my Sentiments ta his | 
Majeſty ;, I implore, Madam, the Aſſiſtance of - 
your Genius. As you will ſee me no where but 
as, Marli, I dare not in any other Place appear 
at your Gate. 


| L E TT E R CLAXIL. 
From the King to the ſame. 


FF you will take an Airing with me at Four 
o Clock, come to the Apollo, where Iwill 
meet you with a Chaiſe : Let me know your 
Pleaſure, that I may conform to it. 


ha. - 4 


* 1 


LET TE R CLXNTV.: 
From the ſame to the ſame: 2 wal 


7 


* ADVICES om Flanders are very favourable? : 


We may go to St. Cyr to return God 

Thanks for the ſame, if you approve of it. Tell 
55 Madame de Monteſpan that · the King of England 5 
br FRE with M. de ty 17 Dau- 


2 


- 


bad —ͤ——ͤB q — ↄQ —⏑ p 
S 8 


| "Une 180!) Fa 
phin writes to me, that he pines away thro” 
Impatience and Heavineſs: He complains a little 


of the flegmatic Temper of M. "de Lorges 3 he 
would have more Fire and leſs Prudence: But 
ß muſt not be leit to themselves. y 


LETTER CLXXV. 


E the Elefor of Cologn to the ſame. 
1 HOPE, Madam, you will be my Protectrix, 
that I may be able to clear myſelf with the 
| King, and wipe off the ill Impreffions that have 
given him of my Conduct: I dare make 
you this moſt humble Requeſt, and L remain 

with equal Confidence and reſpectful Veneration, 
| your moſt ſubmiſſive run and Friend. 1 


af {LBTTER. -CLXXVL.. IJ: 
N Hon the Abs Goblin, 
e ACN Verſailles, 7690. a 
1 AM 7 with the Behaviour of our Siſters 
of N. Cyr : But the Repreſentations of the 
Play of Efther hinder me from viſiting them ſo 
often as I would : I can no longer bear the 
Fatigue of it, and am reſolved, without ſaying 
it openly, that it ſhall no more be acted for the 
Public. I ſhall give out, our AQreſles: are 
fick; and they ſhall for the future, act only 2 , 
he King, when he comes, I beſeech you and 
in 


6187 5 
in bo we of meg nor elke th Pai ue Wb 
give into my Sentiments thro' Complaiſance; 
conſult candidly with Men of Knowledge and 
Integrity, whether it is not a Maxim too ſevere 
and dangerous for Youth, that they muſt never 
take any Pleaſure : For my Part, I think we 
ſhould make them hope for Pleaſure, | promiſe - 
them a great deal of it, give them but a little, 
eee ene, amen 
ine mene, Me ogg n 


I 


eien it nd * 157.2135804 


LETTER CLX XVII. 
e the King to Madame de Maintenon." 
JSHAEL go to * Compline at Sr. Gyr, if u 
think fit: We ſhall return from thence lei- 

ſurely and take the Air. Vou may 6 ngage the 


Princeſs or Cont? to be of "the Fart): Bum 


neither let ner come, nor Jol urſelf, 1 if it be : 

inconvenient. 'Be pleaſed. to ſend me an "Np 

ſwer in" 185 own. Hand, or by Madame 4 
Rt Fan 3 0 Fett. ak Vid 


LETTER crxxv. 145 
en St G #4 1 PI 


eee prix; whit 
GD gives a Blefling to the King's Arms; 
Mons is taken, Nice has ſurrendered; 8. 


: 
*% 


. Camplin, the laſt Prayer of che Evening, 
2 


* 


BY 


are Partners in his Triumphs: They made ad- 


(2) 
King will ſoob be here: Vauban and Briffiers 


mirable Diſpoſitions ; 3 nay, they did more; they 
hindered the Mouſquetaires from ruſhing upon 
certain Death. Courtenay wiſhed to die under 


the King's Eye; he is dead. Confole yourſelf, 


my deareſt, for the Loſs of M. de Villermont : 
The King has very much regretted him, and 


Madame de Villermont will find that this Regret is 


not barren. From Italy they write me Wonders 


of L—; heis very much in favour with M. 


Ale Catinat; write him, that you anſwer for 


him to me: I greatly apprehend that be has 
taken a Flight which he will not be able to 


" ſuſtain, and that the King may have Occaſion to 
* reproach me with having ſupported a Gameſter, 
and preſented him as a Man of Merit, becauſe 


he is a Relation of mine. Adieu, my deareſt. 
I have juſt now received another Viſit from the 


- Abbe de Fenelon: He is a Man of fine Senſe, and 
I am told Ain more remarkable for his Piety, 
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run T ER cm- 
To Madame de Bainon. . 


ere Chantilly, March 28, ww 

ou are in the right to diſpoſe every thing 
for our Siſter 4 Zatli”s taking the Habit; 
bus how can you be uncertain of the Day? Ts 
it not fixed with the Perfon that performs the 
Ceremony ? For my Part, T mall | be'equally 
ready Thurſday or Friday. M. Ratine,' who has 
a Mind to weep, would rather have it on Friday, 


which, however, need not oblige you to alter 


- your Meaſures : Only give-me Notice as foon 
as poſſible. I don't write to Madame de l 
Maifen-fert : What could 1 ſay to her that ſhe 
does not better know than myſelf ?-Would to 


| God that ſhe knew nothing but Jeſus Chriſt 2 


cruciſied, that ſhe could forget all other Things, 
and give herſelf up to God and to us with that 
ſincere and tender Heart ſhe once had, and ev 
with all her former ImperfeQions, which 1 liked 


much better than thoſe ſhe has acquired by De- 


votion The good Teſtimonies you give me 


* This Letter has already dads ppt ORE 


plement to the Letters of John 
the Inheritor of his Nane n N 


aaa. nn: of. 


| 7's bad ated th Fru lu. 
GUI 1 the 


r 
the Community greatly rejoice me: Exult at 


being beloved and reſpected for God's Sake; 
and renounce that Self-love which is apt to make 
thoſe Sentiments centet in purſelves. When I 
ſee the dear Girls acting in the Spirit of Faith, 1 
have great Hopes that they will eſtabliſh them- 
felves. on a ſolid Foundation. May God bleſs 
- - them more and more, that they may by their 
Cate and Watchfulneſs increaſe his Kingdom. 
I hall n not ſend you this Day your Conſlitutions: 
Mell Rabin, and Dopreaux, are feading them, 
admiring them, and correcting ſome Faults: i in 
the Style. .You receive my Counſels as if they 
came from an Angel: God grant I may give 


dem to you as perfeQly as you een 
5 C7 12; ET TER clxxx 


N 501 $4 
From 1. de e to Madene de 


£003 &.. 2-345 N 
ntenon. 


a | f * 4 7 
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T HAVE eee Mii dats vou, 

in haſte, to beſeech you that you would Con- 
jure the King to behave here ad à General, and 
ddt as 4 Boldier: Veſterday, had it not ben 
for a Gabion, a Bullet would have bereft us of 
him. The Shot rebounded on the Count u 

oulouze,, who came off With: a Briiize that need 
2 alarm Naa de "Monteſpan : The. King 


| ee whetite be was wounded 5 aid the 


N, 4 


!! 3 young 


| them Uke other Men, by the Loſs of Goods, 


618530 | 
young Prince anſwered, ſmiling, I think a Ball 
has grazed upon me. This was anfwering _ 
Bourbon-like. I ſhould never have done, Madam, 

were I to ſet down the Names of all that were 
wounded or killed near or by the King's Side. 
In God's Name, Madam, ke hin levels 
nan and content himſelf with an i 


I. ET TER CLXXXI. 


From the Abhi Gobelin 16 he fine + 
Paris, March 18, Ing . 
NEVER wa Sorrow, Madam, more lawful 
than yours: The Eyes of all Paris are upon 
you, and are the more edified, as they are pe- 
ſuaded that it was entirely at your own Option 
to have been exempted from it; it is not looked 
upon as the Effect of an effeminate and purely | 


natural 'Tenderneſs, but as the Reſult of a 80 


liberally endowed with Courage and Reaſon. - 
Would to God that I were worthy of mingling 
my Tears with thoſe that trickle down” your _ 
Cheeks, and joining my. poor Prayers to the 
Vows you make at the Foot of the Altar for the 

Conſervation of the firſt and greateſt'King on 
Earth! But how wonderful art thou, O God, 
in the Manner in which it pleaſeth thee” to 

make thine Elect ſuffer! Thou doſt not afflict 


U 


- 
— — 
2 i 
= 
- 


. —_ 
GanGify. them by their own Ways, 4 
their Joy and Love the Cauſe of their Deſola- | 
tion and Afflictions: Which makes me tell you, 
Madam, that there is nothing in the Scripture 
that ſuits your Caſe better than theſe Words of 
Job, How wonderful, O Lord, is the Manner in 
- which thou. afflifieft me! In Effect, what is this 
| Abſence which you bemoan, but the moſt glo- 
rious Expedition that any Monarch ever under- 
took, which terrifies all Europe, and not only 
makes the Prince of Orange, the Marqueſs of 
Brandenburgh, the Duke of Bavaria turn pale, 
but even the King of Spain and the Emperor. 


Did ever the Sun behold ſo daring a Siege, 


whilſt potent Enemies are conſpiring through 
mean Jealouſy againſt a Domination which by 
a truly Chriſtian Moderation tends only to their 
Peace and Repoſe ? In fine, to ſum up all, what 
is this Expedition, but a friendly Plank offered 
to the Flenmings, to ſave them from the Storm 
in which they are ready to periſh ? And how ex- 
ceflive would: be our Joy to ſee Lewis the Great, 
not only King of France and Navarre, but alſo 
Duke of Brabant and Earl of Flanders? Let this 
Thought then, which is no poetical Flight, but 
the Opinion of the moſt ſenſible Politicians, 
alleviate your juſt Grief | Let it animate your 
Piety, and diſpel the Fears you may have for 
the facred Perſon of a-Prince, who does not 


„ r Us 
carry with him Ceſar arid his Fortune, but 
Juſtice in his Arms, and the powerful Interefts 
of the Catholic Religion. Pray and faſt, Ma- 
dam, give Alms, and go to the Communfenn 
'Tis thus that the Glotilde's, the Batilda's, tit” 
Blanche's of Caſtile, behaved on ſimilar Occa- 
fions ; and *tis- all that the Station, W be 
Providence has placed you, 7 from * 


LETTER CLAXXIL. 


T0 ME. d' Aubignẽ. 
6 „ — 7693. 
Ir eee of your Ill 
 * neſs; for even your flighteſt Ailments make 
me tremble, when I think of the State of yaur 
Soul : It is impoſſible for your Heart to be ill 
diſpoſed only towards God, to whom: you are 
indebted for ſo many good Qualities, which 
will be uſeleſs to you, if not employed for his 
Sake. Vou are good- natured, humane, gene- 
rous, honeſt, affable, liberal to the Poor, and 
all this without Devotion. Viſit Meſſ. Thiberge 
and  Briſatier, or ſome other pious Man: I 
mention theſe to you, becauſe I eſteem them: 
Were ſuch as theſe ſatisfied-with your Conduct, 
my Mind would be at Reſt. Shall I ſee all the 
World converted except yourſelf? Make ſeri- 
ous Reflections on ſo important a Point, and 
| WE my * in Con of 


my 


[ 5 5 4 
* * 


. (8 * 
np: If it be true, as ſome would 
perſuade me, that the Prelident Bignon does yet 
remember our former Acquaintance, I deſire 
you would aſſure him, that I retain for him all 
that Eſteem he deſerves, and a grateful Senſe of 
the /Kindneſs he formerly had for me. Re. 
commend to him the Concern: of the Duke 4 
Nicheliau: Tis demanding of him Juſtice; in 
vain would it be to aſk him for any thing elſe. 
Adieu] you dan't anſyer'ithe Letters I ſend 
you: Fey treat me in that Manner: But I 
| Ines it's ſo rare a Caſe. | 


„ LET T. ER. CI NXXIIl. 


From Cardinal * Ottoboni 0 Madume 
ſee v2 de Mainten on. bot 6&2 


"Mot ri. and moft r roh, | 
f E Merit equal to the Quality 72 * 
Lord mnie in your Excellency, | 


obliges him on this Occafion to give you” a 
eee e dee enen 


E 1 1 F713 444 v1} rin . K 

's This Cardinal e p Alexander 
Witt He got a Candles Hat W being at 
bln Wit, for it ? He perſuaded the famous Donna 
Olympia,; the Sovereign Diſpenſer of Favours, that 

would give her a magnificent Beaufet of Plate 
u very fine Pearl Necklace, which he ſhewed her: 
Fortnight after there was u Promotion of Cardi 
in which Ottoboni was included; upon which: be im 
.mediately returned the Necklace and the Plate to the 
Tradefnin who had lent it to him. : f 
8 ; Holineſs, | 


2 (1g) 
Holineſs, in ſendin ng Monſignor Treviſani to the 
Court of France, s him to \ wait upon your 
Excellency. in his Name, and to deliver vo a 
Brief from bim. Monſignor Treviſani will alſ 
acquaint yo ur Excellency With! my particular * 
tachment to vou. I hope you will let me know 
how far you are perſuaded of it, by che Com. h 
mands with which you will honour me. TL kiſs 


the "Hands of your, Excellency, whoſe moſt 
humble and moſt obedient Servant I am. 


1 ENTER clxxxIV. oy 
or Prom the Dauphin t6 the fame.” jg 


A &) 


1525 5 5 ou to believe me the beſt of your 
Friends: ! Your Letter has given me ſo much 


Pleaſure, in acquainting me with the F riendſhip 
the King has for me, and that he i is fatisfied W ich 
my Betiayiour, that I cannot forbear writing you 
a Letter of Thanks for the Information. 4 ; 
aſſure you chat account you the'beſt, Friend I | 
have; and you will ' oblige me, whenever I do 
any thing mein Sb eng. freely to ſend 
1 * 15 that I To. e Re 5 
better. F 
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3 EIER CLAXXV. 
* the b de Fenelon to the ſame.” 


ZEAL for the King's Salvation muſt not carry 

you beyond the Bounds which Providence 
ſcems to have marked out for you: Thoſe Mo- 
ments, "which God alone can know, muſt be 
watched : The right Way to prepare the King 
for the Reception of God's Grace, is not to 


tire him with Exhortations, but to edify him, 


to ſteal inſenfibly into his Heart by a_ mild and 
patient Demeanor. Your Application to touch 
his Heart, to open his Eyes, to preſerve him 
from certain Snares, to give him Counſels of 
Peace and Moderation, to exite him, to eaſe his 
| People, and love the Church, and your Zeal.to 
provide it with good Paſtors, requires a great 


deal of Circumſpection and much Prudence. 
You are the Centinel of God in the midſt of 


Ifuel. Love the King; be obedient to him, as 
Sarab was to Abraham. Reh pect bim from the 
Bottom of your Heart; look upon him as 1dr 
Lord in the Order of God. It is true, Madam, 
| that your Station is à Riddle; but tis God has 
A: You did not wiſh for it; you, did 


The Abdé dr Pra, afterwards Archbiſhop of 
. Cambray, ſucceeded the Abbe Gobelin as Director of 
* 


not 


_—_ 
not chuſe it, nor even imagine it: Tis God's 
Work. He conceals his Secrets from you, and 
alſo hides ſome from the World, which would 
ſurprize,. were you to reveal them as you do 
to me. Tis the Myſtery of God: It was 
bis Will that you ſhould riſe to Grandeur, in 
order to ſanctify thoſe that are born in Gran» 
deur. Lou hold the Place of a Queen, and yet 
have no more Liberty nor IN: 
Wife of a Tradeſman.“ Fe 


. 
LETTER CIXXXVI. f 
ann en Gan 


Verſailles, April 14, 1 694. 
M. 4 — has promiſed me a glorious 
Campaign: He writes to me, that he Will 


overcome the King's Enemies and his own. 
As he has always kept his Word with me, I 
depend much upon this double Victory. M. 


* Mad! de Maintenon cxingd ſuch an Aſcendant, 
ans OT Len H0Ys with ſo. much Fondneſs, 
and ſo many Scruples, that the King, following the. 
Advice of Father La Chai/e, ſecretly married her in 
1686. in a little Chapel at the End of am, | 
ment, fince uſed by the Dake of Bargungy. / The, 
A of Paris gave the nuptial Fetzen. . 

XIV. was Wen in W 48th Vear of his Age, 
= the Lady' in her 8; ad * was always dif] 

Court whether this 17. y was married or not: They | 
regarded her as the King's Choice, without paying. 
her the Reſpect due to a. "Queen, Vouraine.. 


« 
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| 
| 
| 


i 
1 
. 


a -a Habit of winning Battles, and takes 
Towns as it were by way of Amuſement. 


(192 ) 
de Luxembourg knows not what it is to ly; he 


euſe and de. Lorges are brave, and have Talents 


too, as ſome ſay. I think the King has no 


gieat Eſleem for the Prince of Badem; his Ma- 


jeſty is a good Judge, ſo that I am more tran- 


quil than you imagine. It is true I ardently 


imagine I prefer it to the King's Glory. It is 


not that I hinder him from going to Flanders : 
I would with Pleaſure follow him thither: A 
Reflection of Madame du Lade, which I did 
not give into, has broke off that Deſign ; and I 
own to you that I am not ſorry for it, What 
Rea px oj 

range, who is ſo accuſtomed 0 nin bee res 


| LETTER. CLXXXVIE! © 
20d F044 N To the Jane. 55 44+ 255 } 
| P HAVE had two Months in my 2 
of an Expoſition on Solomon's Song : Some Pa 
Footy gy e or: Herb Rep re 
are others which I can by no Means-approve of. 
The Abbe de Fenelen has told me, that the ſhort 
Method contained the Myſteries of the ſublimeſt 
Devotion, ſetting aſide a few trifling Expreſſions 
that are to be found in the Writings of the my- 
* mer Wed 


% 


— 
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Aical Divines. I read a Scrap of it to the King, 
who told me it was all an idle Dream. He has 
not yet made a ſufficient Progreſs in Piety to re- 
liſh this Perfection. I have earneſtly defired 
Madame de Brinon not to put theſe Books into 
the Hands of our Siſters.” Such ſpiritual Food 

is too ſtrong for them: They muſt have à Diet 
ſuitable to their Years. Nevertheleſs, Madame 
Gion edifies them. I have entreated her to 
leave off viſiting them, but could not refuſe to 
let them read the Letters of à Woman of Tuck ; 
Piety and gocd Morals. The Archbiſtiop ef b 
Paris ſcems mightily exaſperated "againſt her; 
yet he owns, that her Errgrs are more dan- 
gerous in their Conſequences than in their Prin- ö 
ciples, and that there is more to be feared th 
cenſured in them.” Let us pray God to teach 
his Ways to thoſe whom he has Thargeu Wich 
guiding us to him, wu 48 n en 


LETTER CLXXXVITE 


* * Madame .Guion, to Madame de 
Maintenon. 


Mae Dag 5 
p > © 4 * LF WEL AS N 


0 C7331 If. * . 
Paris, Tus 77 1694. 37 

DEKA. me, Madam, to throw myſelf. 5 K 
your Feet, and commit my Salvation an 


* A celebrated Quietitt, confined to a Convent 
in 1687, as a Perſon diforder'd in her Mind, but 
reſtored to Liberty by the Iiitereſt of Mad, neo 1 
tenon. In 1695 ſhe was confined in Priſon at 
cennes, as a Perion —_— to the State, 


s.. by 
*. 
- 
; 
* 


* 


0 94 ) 
ay Hocgur to your Care. Far theſe cightcen 
| Years paſt the Love of God has been my con- 
Rant Study and Occupation. I frequent none 
but pious People: I ſpeak, [| write to none but 
my Friends, whoſe Zeal and Virtue the whole 


World is acquainted with: I have no Connec- 
tions with any Perſons ſuſpicious to the Church 
or to the State. Nevertheleſs, I am overwhelmed 
with Calumnies from all Quarters ; they vent 
their Spleen and Rage againſt me, they blacken 
my Morals, and throw Suſpicions on my Con- 

duct both paſt and preſent: They ſay I am a 
Rebel to the Church, that I want to ſet up a 
Religion of my own broaching, that I think 
- myſelf more; enlightened than the Sorbonne; I, 
cho know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt crucified, 
. Boſſuet knows how obedient, I am to my 
Diretars: He has told me that I am, harmleſs 
as a Dove, and offered me a Certificate of my 
being at preſent a good Cathelic but he has in- 
terdicted me the Sacraments, and I have abſtain- 
ed theſe three Months from the Bread of Hea - 
ven; Yet though my Soul i; is racked with Afflic- 

tion, 1 murmur not t againſt that Deciſion. My 
Lite has bitherto been irreproachable, but 1 
am accuſed of ſcandalous Vices. I beſeech you, 


| Madam, by chat pure Love which God ſhewed 


t . (95) 

an L ; | 1 1 2 be Lit and M =, 
ners 3 that being purged and cleared of the 
atrocious Crimes laid to my Charge, the Exa- 
taken in Hand with leſs Partiality. Will you 
os nepal arte 


| From:the ſame io the fame.” + 


WIuer I was only accuſed, Madan) of 
praying, and teaching others how to pray, 
J was contented to remain in Obſcurity. I ap- 


prehended, that as I neither poke nor wrote to 
any body, I ſhould give Satisfaction to all the 
World, | appeaſe my Enemies, moderate the 
Zeal of certain Perſons of Probity, -whoſe Un- 
eaſineſs proceeded only from the Biaſs which 
Calumny gave them: But now 1 hear that I 

am accuſed of Things in which Honour is can- 
cerned, and that they talk of Crimer. I think 
my Duty to the Church, to my Family, and to 


myſelf, calls upon me to bring the Truth to light. 4 


I therefore demand of you, Madam, à Piece 
of Juſtice which has never been refuſed to any 
body, even in the molt barbarous Nations, nor 
to the greateſt Criminals; and that is to bring 


* - 


half 


| 
—_ 
= 
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half of the Laity and half of the Clergy, all of 
known Probity, and free from Prejudice; for 
Probity alone is not ſufficient in an Affair con- 
cerning which Abundance of People have been 
prejudiced by Calumny. If you obtain me this 


Favour, and I' conjure you Madam by the 


MWounds of Jeſus Chriſt to obtain it, I will re. | 
pair to any Priſon that you or the King may 

pleaſe to appoint, and will take with me only a 
Girl that has attended me theſe fourteen Years. 


Should God make maniſeſt the Truth, you 


will ſee that Tam not altogether unworthy that 
Kindneſs with which you formerly honoured 


me: But ſhould it be the Will of God to ſuffer 


me to be cruſhed by the Efforts of Calumny, T 
ſhall adore his Juſtice, and chearfully ſubmit; 
begging -of him the nr In pow thoſe _ 
1 n es. 


LETTER cxc. 


tre, Madon de Maintenon to the Duke 


de Chevreuſe. 


you n may tell Madame Guion that I hs 
again ſpoke to the King, and that he 
greatly approved of a new Examination of her 


Writings : For this Purpoſe Perſons of great 


Virtue and Learning will be employed ; and of . 


this you may aſſure her. I very ſincerely wiſh 


c | 
ts; LE T- 


C „ 
LETTER XE 
— Blow: iis 28 


NEVER gave any Credit to the Rind 
ſpread about the Morals: of Madame Guion, 


I 


I think them very good and very pure; but her 


Doctrine is bad, at leaſt in the Conſequefices 
that may be drawn from it. In juſtifying her 
Morals, it is to be feared her Opinions may be 
propagated, and that ſuch Perſons as are already 


ſeduced, may thereby think 'them authorized: 


It is better once for all to canvaſs. thoroughly 
what relates to her Doctrine; after which all 
the reſt will fall of itſelf. 1 win . 
labour to compaſs this. 


LETTER 'CXCII: 
To Madame de St. G . 


| ANOTHER Letter from Madame Guion ? 


That ,Woman is very troubleſome. It is 
true ſhe is unfortunate. She now deſires me 


to get the Biſhop of Chalons and the Rector of 

St. Sulpitius joined in Commiſſion with the Bi» 
ſhop of Maauæ, in order to judge definitiyely' 
the Points on which her E aith is ſuſpected. She 


promiſes me a blind Obedience. I know 1 not 


whether the King may be willing to give this 
farther Mortification to the Archb iſhop of Paris; 
* in * as this Hereſy has been broached 


K 3 in 


— 


al: 
| in his Dioceſe, it belongs to him firſt to paſs 
Sentence on it; and you may depend upon it, 
he will ſtickle for his Prerogatives. Fenelon is 
too pious not to believe that a Man may love 
Senſe to think that a Man immerſed in the moſt 
ſhameful Vices can love him at all: He has 
proteſted to me; that he intermeddles in this 
| Sentiments of truly devout Souls may not be 
condemned through Inattention. He is no Ad- 
vocate for Madame Gaien, though he is her 
Friend: He is the Defender of Piety and 
Chriftian Perfeflion. Erely on his Word, be- 
cauſe I have met with few Men fo ſincere. 


LETTER Cxcin. 
Fw e Gualterio W de 
; 75 14 1695. 


Win ieren of bein you, Madam, 
I ſhould look upon your Commands as 


© the moſt glorious Fortune that could happen 
to me. I beg you would be pleaſed to honour 
me with your Orders at all Times, in all Places, 
and upon all Occafions, without any Referve, 
and with all thar abſolure Authority you may be 


TT Pt 


LET 
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LETTER CXCIV. 
To Madame de St. Gs. 

Verſailles, March 12, 7696. 


Exkav body is fick; the King has the i 


Tertian Ague, Father la Chaiſe a violent 
Cold, the Duke of Burgwidy a Pain in his Head, 
and Madame du Ludeand I are in the Vapours: In 
ſhort, tis melancholy enough. Madame Mornay 
alone heroĩeally bears up againſt the Change of 
the Seaſon. We are very melancholy finee the 
Abſence of Mademoiſelle & Aumale : I greatly 
Jong to ſee that Retreat at St. Cyr finiſhed. We 
are promiſed Peace before the End of this Year. 
The King will labour at it, by continuing to 
beat the Allies; eſpecially by drawing off the 
Duke of Savoy from the Confederacy. Ma- 
dame de Monteſpan is parting with all her Jewels, 
and is herſelf ſurprized at the Number and Value 
of them, My Girls are no Reſource to me 
againſt Melancholy. From Morning till Night 
I am taken up with deciding their Differences 
and preventing Diſcords: I had rather have an 
Empire to govern : LI have reſolved to fend back 
little de Chaumont to her Parents in as polite a 
Manner as I am able: If you approve not of 
it, tell me your Mind ingenuouſiy 3 but I think 
it muſt be done for the Sake of good Order. 
Lam afraid of taking up Things with too much 

of SS 


Aſperi wo ; 


8 Apperity⸗ and am almoſt as nuch 1 : 
of being taxed with relenting too eaſily... I am 
old; I. may be prejudiced; and at my Age 
it is but too common to behave like one of the 
laſt Century. I have raiſed myſelf above the 
Tattle of this Place; but have not the ſame 


Fortitude in regard to the Javed Foun on 
my Actions where you liye. n 


> 


* 


n 1814. 


Lan LETTER CNC V. ONE. 
5 n Cardinal Janſon. to Madame de | 
5 * Maikenon. 

* 1 0.5 Is oe Name, May 15, 156 
HAV received, Madam, with due Reſpect, 
the Letter which you have done me the Ho- 

5 * me, along with that for the 
Pope, which I delivered to him, and with which 
de was a good deal affected: He has expreſſed 
i me an infinite Eſteem for your Perſon and 
Pour Virtue. I aſked him Indulgences for the 
Luaadies of St. Cyr, aſter l had given him a par- 
| - ticular Account of all the Rules and Practices 
of that Houſe, which haveedified him. He has 
ordered Cardinal Albano, ' Secretary of the Briefs, 
to get Indulgences diſpatched in the moſt ample 

Forms, as: well for the Nuns as for the young 

Ladies ;edugcated. there, and even for thoſe who 
; 1 8 yibe N Church « once in a _ 22 3 | 
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LETTER cn 
To "Madame de St. GG © Po 
| 2 8 Aaintenon, Augu 24, 1696. 
qa AM not ſurprized at the different Opinions 
concerning the Paſtoral Inſtruction of the 
Archbiſhop of Paris. This firlt Step of his was 
difficule, and all impartial Perſons, that have 
read i it, agree that he has acquitted himſelf of it 
with a great deal of Prudence. Certainly „ 
King will be ſatisfied with it. The Tefain win 
not forgive his raifing himſelf to the See of Paris 
without their Participation: If they 1 me, 1 4 
will entreat the Pope to make him à Cardinal. 
The firſt Church of the Kingdom wantech a- 
| Prelate of unſpotted Morals, of ; a/ moderate, 
gentle and ſimple. Character, of a rational and 
ſolid Piety :, The King thought he perceived all 
theſe Qualities in M. de Noaiiles : He conſulted © 
with himſelf, he adviſed with Men of Probity, . 
he conſulted God ;. and nothing is more true, 
than that had he known an. honeſter Man in- 
France, be would have made bim Paſtor of his 
Capital. Would to God that theſe: Quatrels | 
about Religion were as near their Concluſion 
as the War that divides the Princes of Europe 
Peace is made with the Duke of Savoy; and the 
King Tae to give Peace to the reſt of E 
oF ES Ks 5 _ Tapes.” 


# ann will pardon it on Account of our 
_ _ enceſfive Joy for the Freafure we receive. She 


"HLH , Earcely believe, though we can aer it to you, 
bos much the King is delighted with här: He 
cold me yeſterday, thar he confirained Hiniſelf, 

4 left bis Joy thould appear exceffye. The Prin- 
”".tefs is polite to a Degree that does not let her 


F 8 | 
n 1 Adeldida of Sey bs to be 
| the Kndedft@ Treaty... The Emperor wanted 
her for the King of the Romans ; but the Duke 
of Burgimdy: bas carried ber againſt his Rival. 
> This Pringed i very amiable, but the is very 
young: "We ſhall be obliged to educate her, 
WO. Srl er cg Tenvy 
your Solitude and your. Tranquility, and am no 
$17; CO tr wg ee 


WILEITY cxevir” 


To the Ducheſs of Savoy, + 
LETTER of this ehe a 


ſpe@ ] owe your Royal Highnetß; bur! 


1 


need not open her Mouth to ſhew us her Wit; 
ber Way of liſtening, and all the Emotions of 
it her Countenance, fufficiently ſhew that nothing 
. eſcapes her Notice. Tour Royal Highneſs win 
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to Reine ber Wks” NL aL, _—_— 

Ting her I was too old; but ſhe anſwered, me, - 

ob ! nat \ſo old. When the King left the Room, 

ſhe ran to embrace me: She then made me fit 

down, after obſerving, my Difficulty in ſtanding, | 

and placing herſelf with great Condeſcenſion al- 

moſt on my Knees, ſhe ſaid to me, Mamma 
2 me to give you a thouſand. De- | 
. b of her Friendſhip, and to beg M0 
© yours for, myſelf : Pray, inftru@& me well 

1 in TA. Thing whereby 1 may pleaſe, the 

King. Theſe are her Words, Madam; but 

the, gay the fweet, dhe graceful; Air with 

which they were uttered, is not to be n 

in a Kaner. 1 5 _— 

4 r E R cer. Fw Ei 

sr % Madame de E . 
N „ ih | 
mities. The King is much concerned at 
what he knows, but be knows not the Whole. 
"Thoſe who.impute all theſe Misfortunes to me, 
greatly wrong me: Were it true that I med- 
dled in every thing, they ought ſurely ſometimes 
to aſcribe good Coanſels to me. I have been in 

_ high Favour theſe ten Years ;. 1 have done na 
Hlarm to any one, yet have made a great Number 

e Malecontents ; I never committed eithen 


q - : 


"# 
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4 204) 1 
Wickednefs or Injuftice. The King has often 
reflefted on me for my Moderation z which is 
much better than upbraiding me for, my Im- 


- Pportunity. Wich that Inſenſibility which * if 


thought I had forthe Things of this World, and 
. eſpecially for the Reflections of Libertines, I 
now find I have made no greater Progreſs than 
When I began to reſtrain and overcome my Hu- 
moum and Paffions. . gives me a vaſt 


| deal of Vexation ; he ſets me at Defiance, leans 


upon the Duke we Vendume, and will not forgive 


| Ks ms for having Gore that he deceived me. 


os LETTER” c 


4 "57: | 2 


To the ſame. 
T! BEG you ao would care 58. F 

mine carefully M. 9 d. Tillemonis Papers: 
That Hiſtory muſt be among them. The Copy + 
which I have in my Hands comes from him; I. 
miſs three Quires of it; I think it is the eighth | 
and the two laſt. Don't tell M. Lallemant that 
this Search concerns me: It might make him 


ſuſpect ſomething. Every thing is taken for 


Pag Spirit by certain Folks. T have\ſeen the - 


os 
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. l the Lay, d of Nicole, 
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Abbe, de 5b. and found him, ſe ration,” 
that when I compare. him, with what he was for- 
metly, I feel 2. Pleaſure in ſeeing. him. "OY 
dear Child, Grace performs many other Won 


ved 3 gz 
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* 11 210 * 1 . 403; Nai. 
7 the Jame. 26 1 abodd. 
I K every 471 that is. thrown on the 


Duke du Maine. They cannot ſucceed. * 
their Deſign to ſet us at Variance: He offered 4 
to give me the, clegrelt/Prooth; gþd 1 have de- | © 
clined them. If he is guilty, it i m ſuch a trifle, - 
that I ſhould be to blame to take Offence at. 
it. Ti is 'a Sentiment of filial Love, and how 


can T condemn it, I that have done all poſbble 
to make hint love his Mother more than in me, 


without "havibg been able to "compals' it ? 1 
doubt not but Madame 4 Mantsfpdin would have 
been extremely glad of a ſignal Rupture, | but, 1 
ſhall Tho Care never to give hes that Fes” 


LET T E Re: CCL: 17202 I g 
bind 70 the | ſame. g <1 hay (ii z 
Oln Advices from Psland are ſo agretal 4 

[har] could noch ES: C 


0 * Ffanct 4 Choilg; born at E= in 164. 
with a public Character to S © Aathor 


Works, n He died 
3 en 
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CO {6 long wiſhed for.” The Abbe » 
HOC gives to that whole Family an Air 
_ of Grandeur which is not diſpleaſing, The 
Frfince will ſet out to-morrow ; dis a little late, 
but the Misfortune is irreparable. Madame & 
| Simiane follows ber Caprices, and you know 
_ what the is. I have left her to take her own 
"Courſe. I have always repented my endeavour- 
int „ dart Men are ao 


4 © 1 7 
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"LETTER c 
n To! the fn, a 


tw and Prayers are at „ 0 han, 
I never bad any Pleaſure equal to. that 
. which I now feel. I congratulate you o on, your 
 Traumph : Your Joy is mine; I feel it exitirely, 
_ This Competitorſhip alarm'd me: All Things 
. in a Moment. Let us aſeribe the 
Whole to him who diſpenſes Proſperity and Ad- 
verſity as he pleaſes : This is ever the Burden of 
my Song; and hen yon come to my Years, you | 
will find how pleaſant it is to refer to Providence | 


| ihe Glory of fortunate Event. 


5 
„ „1k Bio 4 Poli ' Cardinal, born at Play 
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UN 7 wt 
How the Duke * de Vendome is Haden 


Maintenon. 


Nexr to God I am indebted, Madam, 8 

you for all the Favours I receive from the 
King: Suffer me to expreſs my Gratitude for 
them. The Ilenefs, out of which you have 
drawn me, did not well ſuit the Paſſion T have 2 
had from my Youth up for his Majeſty's Ser 
vice. If I have any Sucreſs and reap any Glory, 
I ſhall be your Debtor on theſe Scores, and 
whether fortunate or rain, 1. nah eres 
th 038 7 | 


2 * 4 
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LETTER Seb. 125 
e eee 


7 Verſailles, May 25, 1 — 77 
Tn taking of Barcelona, Ath and Ca- 
ena, gives the King an Opportunity to 
. convince the Allies of his fincere Inclination to 
Peace: He may facilitate the Concluſion of its 
by not inſiſting on the Conditions which his 
Vicdories and Conqueſts ſeem to authori ae with · 
out derogating. from. his Glory: He may even 
Wait the Term weh he has ized for their Ac- | 


1 Lauft Foſegh, Duke & Pendeme, General of th 4 
nne 2 ; 
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3 of thoſe Conditions. All the Reftitu- 
tions offiqed by pbe Hingrhave arcafioned warm. 
Debates here : They are tired of the War, and 
yet think it a little ſhameful to give up what has 
coſt ſo euch Toil and Blood. For my. Part, I 
think it is is glorious to reſtore what has beth 
taken, provided we be not conſtrained. to do it 
| by a ſuperior Force: Such a Step cannot but be 
looked e Geners-, 


vn ao, POT ST 7 4 | 11 8 
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See BW To the ſame ame. PLE BEI Fits 


YO is very well PEN "The 
King has promiſed to oklige the Elec- 
tor alen to give her every Year three hun- 
dred thouland. Livres, until her Affair be de- 
cided by Arbitrators. We ſha!l not abandon. 
Cardinal. PFurflembergy though his Conduct has 
given but little Satisfaction: : He has wrote me 
very preſſing Letters, and they have made an 
Impreffion on the King. In fine, we begin to | 
breathe, and from henceforth we ſliall have no- 
5 to mind but our Salvation I daily thank 

God ſor the pacific Sentiments with which he f 

las iuſpired the King: is a great Blefling to 
him and to bis People: Vu know how much 

be was averſe to it formerly. Devotion n : 


» The Duchels eee of Orhan © 


w 


. 620g) 
the Heart relent at the Miſeries- of Mankind, 


and on the Mind clear Ideas of true e 725 


LETTER CI. 
N the an. * 


rity 12956 65 
4 erſailles, Der. 10. | 
HEY. 1 under b MOHAN": A Taſte for 


_—_ He 


= 
Heat: 


make ſerious Reflections on the Vanity and Emp- 
tineſs of every thing he was, formerly fond of 
and he daily. makes ſome. Progreſs in the Ways 
of God: It is not without ReluQance that he 


aſſiſts at the Theatres and Feſtivities, and he be- 


"moans with me the Neceſſity which his Dignity 


lays him under to partake of Diverſions for 
which he has-no longer any Reliſh, The Prin- : 
ceſs of Savoy grows every Day more charming: ** 

ike of Burgundy doats upon her. It has 
1 he ſhall viſit her only, on the 
Footing of à Miſtreſs: She ſhed Tears at. the 
Nes, and ſaid, what! am I not his Wie? t 


been/ord 


She afterwards laughedgat it, and promiſed me 


to be always cruel to him, till the King mould 


command her to uſe him otherwiſe. This Child 


makes us ſpend many an Hour pleaſantly : The 
Duchels of Savoy has well tutof'd her ; the King 
has no Reſolution to deny her any thing x the 


| Ladies that attend her are loaded with Preſents. © 


« Pleaſures is extinguiſhed in the Kings 
Age and Devotion have taught him to 


* 


5 (216) 


T 
As foorr as the Feſtivities are over we . ſhall be 
more at caſe, but not leſs gay: My Letters | 
alſo ſhall be longer; ! * | 
| FE never Gere. N 


LETTER n 12 
E c Aquaviva to Malone . 
' Maintenon. 


Aer mat and moſt excellent Lady, | 
how earneſt ſoever my Deſire has always 
been to let your Excellency know with what | 
NReßpect I am devoted to you, I never dared to 
take that Liberty. The Dignity of Cardinal, 
with which the Holy Father has lately honoured | 
me, makes me bolder, becauſe it may perhaps 
your me with the Opportunity, I have ſo long 
 Viſhed for, that of being ſerviceable to your | 
| Exerllency, whenever you honour. me with 
our Commands. The Princeſs des Ur/ins, who | 
A | 
tions of my Heart, will he a good Guarantee for 
my Attachment to your Excellency, as the ſo 
well knows my Attachment to my Maſter the 
ie King, and to his moſt Chriſtian Ma- a 
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LETTER ccm. 
From the 8 8 1 7 mu, tothe p 
Dua, 1698. 
Aunt, that you thould be angry. with ms: I | 
ſſure you I do. not much deſerve it, and that 
_ from Morning till Night my whole Study 
is to pleaſe you, and abſtain from Follies and 
Nonſenſe, in order to render myſelf worthy 
of your Friendſhip, I plainly perceive it is t 
of Tenderneſs for me that you are ſo ſevere 
about every thing that concerns me. I aſſure 
you, in the Stories that have been told you 
of me, there are many Things which are not 
true. But I too well ſee, you begin to diflike 
i me, and that in a little Time you Loye ſor me 
will be quite loſt. You would be in the Right 
to love me no longer, were it true that I put on 
2 Diſguiſe with you, and did not tell yon the 
Truth, as you ſeem to ſuſpect. And what 
the Conſequence of this? If you think e a 
Liar, it is impoflible for you not to deſpiſe me4. 
if you look upon me with Contempt, the King 
will do the ſame ; and if the King defpiſes me, 
my Caſe will be deſperate. Yes; I am already 
in Deſpair, when I think that. I am going ts 
forfeit your Friendſhip; and tis not ſo much iin 
my own Fault, as by falſe Reports; in order 


r 
9 2 9 
«a js 


— to sert this Lam red to undertake whatever 
"1 . s | 3 


pA 0 LETTER CM. 


From the ſame to the ſame. [ 
1 USE you, dear Mamma, not to give 'Cre- 


dit to every thing that may be ſaid againſt 

me: They will report to you many Stories that 
are falſe: I' now tell you the Truth. The 
Duke of Burgundy cime into my Cloſet this 
Morning at eleven O'Clock; it was not from 
me that he had Notice I ſhould be alone. I was 
looking after my Pidgeons; he ſat down, told 
me that I was briſk and lively, and all on a fud- 
den flew at me, like a Bird of Prey, to play the 
Fool with me. I repulſed him, and got looſe 
from his Arms: He was ugly enough to frighten 
one For that Time he only gave me a Kiſs; 1 
ſmartly reprimanded him, and faid, that 1 would 
let my dear Aunt know it. He anſwered me, 
he had it from good Hands that this was the 
Way of playing with one's Miſtreſs: * told 
him that I would no longer be his Miftreſs; he 
zeplied, Be my Wiſe then, and fell upon me 

_  Taftant: She will affect to tell you a great dea! 
of Hai of cab; . 

| 11a ant 
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r Cx. 
' To Madame. e d G e 1 


Ver ſailles, March 4, 1698. 
15% ſertling my Nicee ; the Buſineſs is done ; 


{6 be quick with your Compliment on this 
Occaſion. It coſts my Brother an hundred 
thouſand Livres; I give fix hundred thouſand, 
and the King a Million: you ſee the Gradation 
is pretty well obſerved. M. 4 Nocilles gives his 
Son twenty thouſand Livres a Year, and ſecures” 
to him double that Income after his Death. 
The King, who does nothing by Halves, gives to 
M. I hen the Survivorſhip in the Governments 
of his Father. A fine Match It will make the 
Marſhal die of Joy. His Son is a prudent Man; 
he loves the King, and is beloved of him r 


feats God, and will be bleſſed of him He. 


has a fine Regiment, and Penſions will be an- 
nexed to it ; He likes his Profeſſion, and will 
diſtinguiſh himſelf in it. In Fine, I am highly 
pleaſed with this Affair. When Mademoiſelle © 


d Aubignt was born, 1 did not foreſee ſo much 


Happineſs. She is well educated, and has more 
Prudence than is common at her Age: She 18s 
both pious and rich. Do you think M. d. 
Nuoaillis has made a bad Bargain ? I believe both 
Sides are contented, and —— * 
N e been * Adieu, 


e * 
— 
- 
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© for, is to make myſcif an aminble Princeſs by | 


(26). 
-my deareft ; you are very ſenſible I have not | 
Time to write long Letters ; at leit it is not 6 
ane . 1 


LETTER Cc. | 
| Brom ug Burguady ts Madam 


— dr an the 

always diſpleaſe you. I am firmly reſolved | 
— —— —„— 
- Game that makes me loſe my Money and your | 


Friendſhip. I beſeech you not to ſpeak. of it, 
zn Cafe I-keep the Reſolution I have talen. 


mull not be able to conſole myſelf, ſeeing I have 
been the Cauſe of your Aſfſictions, nor will | 
ever forgive that curſed Lanſpuenet. I hope my | 
tune Conduct will atone for my - Faults, and 
Ant I hall regain your Friendſhip, All I with | 


my Behaviour : I flatter myſelf that I am not ſo 
fur gone in Years, or my Reputation ſo much 
turniſhed, but that I may in Time accompliſh | 
this. I am diſtracted at the Thoughts of having 
diſpleaſed you. I haue forſaken God, and he 
has forſaken me: I hope with his Help, Which 
I heartily pray for; Lſhall be able to amend. Re- 
ſtore me, dear Mamma, your Eſteem and your 
de which I have rendered myſelt 

allure ann Jtwill | 

| require 


FN: ( 215 | | 
requires great deal of Time, but it hal be 
from henceforth ory da. 5 


LE TT E R cx 
enen 


uit, Marth 4, 1 
jad nd, 0 e eee ] 

the/ Tax, that has ſo greatly diſordered my 
little Concerns; but diſliking my Letter, I only. 
drew up a + Memorial, which Marſhal d 
generouſly offered to put into your Hands, With 
a Requeſt to preſent it to his Majeſty, This, 
Madam, is an ingenuous Account of my Beha- 
viour in that Affair: But I hear that I have now 
a much more terrible one upon my Hands. I 
confeſs to you, that whilſt I was fo often: giving 


away Calumny, I little expected to be myſelf one 
Day attacked by it. I am repreſented as a 
| Caballer and a Rebel to the Church. Be ſo 
good, Madam, as to remember how many Times 
in me, was, that T-ſubinicted like a Child to a 
ee eee eee 


6? 8 5 
4 — pinto. he Meme 
Jahn Racine. 

+ That Memorial, i whit in he 26th Chap- 
ver of Poltaire's . PSI 
n * Mi en ee 122 
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this Leſſom in the Play of Eftber, O King; drive = 


( 46 TY 2 
In the ſmalleſt W 1 ie Wide by your” 
Orders near three thouſand Verſes on pious Sub- 
jects, in which I have ſpoken from the Fulneſs 
of my Heart, and given Vent to all the Senti 
ments that moſt abounded in me. Did it ever 
occur to you, that any body found one ſingle 
Paſſage in them bordering Spori Error ?——As 
fox Caballing, who is it that may not be accuſed 
of it, if they accuſe a Man ſo devoted to the 
Majeſty's great Actions, and inſpiringvothers 
Vith Seatiments of Love and Admiration ? I 
dare ſay that the great People have been much 
fonder of my Converſation than I have been of 
theirs; hut whatever Company kept, „God 
gave me Grace never to be aſhamed of the King 
nor the Goſpel. There are Witneſſes ſlill living, 
who could tell you how zealouſly they have of- 
tem ſeen me combat a certain Fretfulneſs ſome· 
times incident to thoſe on whom the King has 
been moſi laviſh, of his Favours. ; And with what 


: a a - als to 


bim, if I myſelf muſt woefully experience the 

contrary / But I know What may have occa- 
Loped ſo unjuſt an Accuſation. have an Aunt, 
who is Superior of Port Royal, and to whom I 
123 f 2 think 


>» 


Face could I bear e 


* 


C yy 
thiak myſelf under infinite Obligations :, Teas 34. 
ſhe that taught mo to know God in my Infaneyʒ 
and God was alſo pleaſed to make ber the In- 
ſtrument of reclaiming me from the Scenes of 
Folly and Miſery, in which I was engaged du- 


ring fifteen Years of my Life.” Could I, wich- 


out being the meſt worthleſs of Mer, refuſe 
her my little Helps in thiat Neceſſity 7 But to 
whom, Madam, did 1 apply, in order to aſfiſt 
her ? I went to Father Ia Cbaiſe, and laid before 
him all that I knew of the State of that Houle; 
ſeemed pleaſed with my Frankneſs, and, em- 
bracing me, aſſured me that he would be, as 

long as he lived, my Servant and my Friend. 
I can proteſt before God, that I neither know 
nor. frequent-any Man ſuſpected of the leaſt In- 
novation: I ſpend my Days, as. retired . 20 1 
can, with my Family, and am, as ĩt were, ne- 


ver in the World but when I am at Marh.. - 


aſſure you, Madam, that the Condition I am 
in is very worthy the Compaſſion which I have 
always perceived in you forthe Unfortunate., 1 
am depriyed of | the Honour ef ſeeing you: I 
ſcarcely dare | any longer depend on your Pro- | 
tection; tho”, it is the. only Thing I have en- 
deavoured to deſerve. ' I might at leaſt ſeek 
Comfort in my Labows but judge how they _ 
muſt be imbittered by the Thought, that this 

| E _ - ame 


* 


; ; ; (218) J\ | | | 
mme ier Nies WhO is ey my 
Theme, does perhaps look upon me 2 a Man 
more worthy of his Reſentment than of his 

Fine. 3 with 97 i r * 
LE I TER cc XII. 

"To Madame de la Maifon-fort. © 
Isg eee my de® Dag 
ter, that you are a Chriſtian and a Nun. 

Your Life ought to be hidden, mortified, and 
deprived of all Pleaſures. You don't repent the 
Courſe you have choſen: Take it then on the 
fue fide with all its Aufterities. You would 
have had more Pleaſures in the World, but, 
according to Appearances, you would have been 
Joſt in it. Either Racine, in diſcourſing with 
you about the Theatre, would have drawn you {| 
to itz or the Archbiſhop of Cambray would have 
fallen in with or even tranſcended your refined 
Notions, and ſo made a Quietift of you. Enjoy 
therefore the Happineſs of Security. Would you | 
cChuſe to have your Houſe more ſplendid than fo- 

tid ? What would it avail you to have made a 
brilliant Figure in it, if you muſt be buried 
under its Ruins ? Why” has God given you 


h nb made ul f 10 Nu 511-2008 wt 


(29). 
ſo much Senſe and Judgment ? Do you! think | 
they are given you to prate, to read agreeable 

Things, to judge of Works in Proſe and Verſe, 
to compare Perſons of Merit and Authors with 
one another ? Theſe Deſigns can be none of 
his. The Talents he has given you are to be 
employed in a great Work orduined for his 
Glory. Turn your Thoughts that Way, and 
they will, be as ſolid as the others are frivolous. 
All that you have received is to be improved: 
You are to give an Account of it. Your Mind 
muſt become as ſimple as your Heart. What 
would you learn, my deat Daughter? I can af. 
ſare you, upon long Experience, that after hav- 
ing read a great deal, you'll find that you know 
nothing. Your Religion ought to be all your 
Knowledge. Your Time is no longer your own - 
God has given you as much Reaſon as another 
might acquire by Reading, I thank him that 
you take delight in Prayer both public and pri- 
vate: I never ſee you at this Exerciſe without 


OOO PIE tan: We, 


2 0 
8 1 — 43 & * 24 


409 
Geld Sun la 
. er 3 


4 i * h 55 th er * 2 1 
1699. 


£318: neata bern tins}. +> enn git 


hp peeanis for you to be; ſometimes. me- 

lancholy; It will make you; more humble, 
and you will feel by Experience, that, what- 
ever Talents, we. may have, we, find no Ref 
ſource - within ourſelves. You, will never be 


1 


caſy, my ; dear Daughter, 4 till you. love. God 
With. your whole Heart; 1 don't ſay it with 

reſpe& to the Profeſſion you have engaged in; 
Solomon has long ago told you, that-after having 
| ſopght, and found, and taſted of all Sorts. of 
Pleaſures, he confeſſed, that beſides loving. God 
and nde all was Vanity and Vexation 


+448. 


Sf St 


perience). That I could make yo Tenſible of 
ha 4 that preys upon che Great, and 
Ne ifficult they find it to employ their Days ! 4 
| Tron Ge ht Los ayer with Mak 
in the Height of a Fortune my Imagination 
could hardly have imagined ? And that nothing 
but God's Affiftance keeps me from ſinking. 
under it? I have been young and handſome, 


I have taſted Pleaſure, 0 have been beloved 
D ED TEN 

» If any thing could ger the Vanity of Ambi- 
tion, ſays Valtaire, it would certainly be this Letter. 
4 of Lewis XIV: Pa. 2d. p. 79: where a Pally 
TRI” 


2 | | every 


- : 


(2 5 8 
every, Where. In a: ie Saks 1 
paſſed Years in an Interchange of intellectual 
Pleaſures.—I at laſt attained the higheſt Favour, 
and I proteſt to you, my dear Girl, that all Sta- 
tions leave a frightful Vacuum, an Uneaſineſa, or 
Wearineſs a Deſirxe of knowing ſomething more, 
becauſe in all this there is nothing that gives full 
Satisfaction. We find no Ref till we haye 
given ourſelyes to God; but it mult be win 
that determined Will which I ſometimes talk to 

you about. Then we find that there is nothing 
farther to be ſought, that we have attained to 
that which is the only good Thing in this 
World. We meet with Vexations,' but W r 
have at the ſame Time a ſolid Conſolation, and 

Peace of Years in Ny lf OTE | 
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are bis own . 


. 


Words ; 1 we waſh 5 bim with Humility — 


and Simpliciey St. Paul knew much more than 


 Hanjax ; he nevertheleſs ne ener 
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7 222 . 
1 Be humble. You have 
ſome Remains of Pride, which you diſguiſe to 

yourſelf, and miſtake for Wit : No longer har- 
bour them; much leſs ſhould you ſeek to gratify 
it with a Confeſſor. The moſt ſimple Cognfeſſor 


* is the beſt for you, and you ought to ſubmit to 


| Him as a Child. How will you be able to bear 
up under the Croſſes which God may ſend you 

in the Courſe of your Life, if you ſtumble at 
the Accent of a Norman or a Picard, or diſlike a 
Man becauſe he is lefs ſublime than Racine? He, 
poor Man, would have much edified: you, had 
you been Witneſs to his Humility in his Sick- 
neſs; and how penitent he appeared for his witty. 
Inquiries: He did not then look out for a faſhion- 
able Director; he ſaw none but an honeſt Prieſt 


Genius, the Author of ſome fine Pieces, which 
| he avoided printing, becauſe he would not be 
ranked as an Author: And he burnt them all; 
a few Fragments only of his remain in my Me- 
mory.. Let us not, then, ſpend our Time upon 
we muſt ſoon or late abjure. You have not 
yet lived many Years, and ftill you have your 

| Softneſs of Heart and Delicacy of Mind to re- 

nounce. Go to God, my dear Daughter, and 

All Things ſhall be given you. Apply to me as 
 - "often as you pleaſe: I ſhould be glad to lead 
5 ' -- hank TT contribute to his 


* ; 


of his own Pariſh. I have ſeen another great | 


6423) 
Glory 3 behold the Happitiels of a Perbn I Have 


always had a particular Friendſhip for, and do 
great Service to an Inſtitution that is ui 
deing indifferent to me. eee 


LETT E R 'CCXVI.. 
Wk the NF As 52 Burgundy. 
25 1700. A 
or not for parſe Felicity: There is. 
none upon Earth; and if there wa 1 | 
would not be at Court. | 
Standeur has its Afflictions, aud e 
more ſevere than thoſe of private Perſons. In 
private Life, Men /inure themſelves: to Vexa- 
tions: At Court this Habit is not to be acquited. 
Our Sex is ſtill more expoſed to ſuffer, inaſ- 
unch core are ene in a of Dapeatidber- | 
Be neither ſorry for, nor aſhamed of this Depen- 
dence on a Huſband, nor eee 
in the Order of Providence. 
Lade Duke of Burgundy be your beſt Pa 
and your only Confident. _ 
Hope not for perfect Peace from your oe: 
| alternately with one another in Mildneſs — | 
' Patience.. There never was any without ſome 
Contradiction. 4 
Be complaiſant without lara too bee 
1 on your Civilities.. 


14 is 


1224 
Require not equal Returns of Ericadihip: 
Men are commonly leſs tender than Women; 
and you will be unhappy, if you are delicate in 
Friendſhip: Tis a Commerce in which one 
ſhould always be Creditor. 

Pray to God ts keep you from Jealouly : Hope 
not to reclaim a Huſband hy Complaints, Taunts 
and Reproaches. The only Method is Patience 
an eee eee 6 f 

nates the Heart; Mildneſs brings it back. © * 

FP 
Claims on that of a Huſband ; Men are fill 
-moreſelf-will'd than Women, becauſe they arc 
-brought: up with Jeſs Conſtraint. They are 
naturally tyrannical ; they are for Pleaſures and 
-Liberty, and would have: Women Tenounce | 
= - them.” Inquire not whether their . 

| tout, u rf be ir cent for you ar | 
EIN nothing bit to buffer! and" obey * 
with a good Grace. 

"Speak, write, 48, as if you had a Gd 
' Witneſſes :” Depend upon it that ſoon or late 
| e a . e to, | 
write. 3 5 

Truſt no body with any ching hat * 

you a Prejudice, if told again: Take my Word | 

r e 
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for a Time: rg Bog ORs. 


den at Adee. ,, 
| They ſeldom. -or 2 e more 8h than one 
| Maxim to Princes; and Fe | 


It is a falſe one, and leads into great 
nienties:” For my Par ove «pd OY 
"neſs. 0 btts ys he bes 44s 


Hear tenderly the Requeſts" of the de 
nate. God cauſed you to be born in h 


Rank to afford you the Pleafure of doing Godd. 
ThePower of ſerving and making Men happy, _ 
is the real Tadenmitfication for the Fatigues, - 
the difagretable Incidents, and the Serwis 6f 
Your Station,” '* e neigt) <1 Rain ei gary 7 

Be compaſiioniate to chem chat apply to 
in order to obtain Favours j and — 
nate to thoſe that diſtribute or beſtom them. 

| Contein got yourſelf in'any Intrigue, . : 
ever Intereſt or Glory you may'b be made te 
pet form it. to UTIL A 8 IF 
Love your teat ; but Jet et Fringe alone be 
1 NY 7 ap jo Fw A 909 ©: ST 
: uard agai linath to be wi 
Too and gives Pali to" thole , 2 F.-. 06 . 

but lite; Wi will gin zou the Hatred of tbe 
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LETTER Wer 
© To Modem fe 8. 8 


 Novemb. 11, 2700- 

Tn. Aan debating in Council the 
Fate of France and Spain, and of all Eu- 

rope: A War is, unavoidable, unleſs we take a 

ſhameful Courſe ; and that I cannot apprehend 

from a Council in which the King preſides. 

The Members of it are much divided in their 
Opinions: At this Time, it's certain, they 

x diſpute with great Vivacity. The Duke of Bur- 
= Lunch is againſt the Opinion ef the Dauphin: 
= _Reaſpnis ſaid to be one on the Duke's Side, and 
Glory on bis Father's. The Duke de Beauvil- 
Alert will give his Vote for the Partition - Treaty, 
and the, Chancellor for accepting purely and 
- imply this fine 5 Succeffion. The Dauphin 
will take a Medium between theſe two Opi- 
nions: He will be for renouncing the Will of 
dite late King of Spain, and the Partition - Treaty 
4 tc; n 
| 5 er, f ar z and he is well adviſed. _ 


"LETTER; Gn. 
To the ſame. 
. DE triumphs > He has irs that 
_ the OY was too equitable to debar him 


>". » ® The $pani6 Monarchy. 
"#22 1 4 3 | _— N from 


2 . | 


to him.; and that he could rendunce it in favour 
of the Duke of Aujeu, and be content with 

_ faying all his Life, The King my Father, and 
© © the King my Son. The Duke of Burgundy 


_ oppoſed it. with no other Deſign than to clear 
up the Matter, and that he freely gives . 
his Rights to his Brother. A few Days will 
_ elapſe before the Public is informed of all this. 
| The Duke of Anjem is not to be treated as a 
King till after the Spaniſþ Embaſſador's, public 
Audience. Pray to God that he would bleſe 


IND; 
LETTER CCXIX. 
Wl. gd Duke of. Berry 10 . . 


5 »4 RY 


Wer had Yeſterday n parting with, 
the King of Spain: Our Adieus were 


much F riendſhip 1 have for him. I befeech 
"you, Madam, . to grant me your” s, purſuant to 


_ tiring you, and therefore conclude. 55 88 


43 


| ; 10% His ſecond E King of Spain. | "4 | 
1 His eldet > 6 
nog LS E . 


; * 1 45 — = 
from a Succefion, which by all the Laws is due | 


falls in with this Sentiment, and ſays that he 


Ia a DN all bis. 


de Maintenon, © ) © of By 


very tender: I never better experienced: how 


the Hopes you have given me. 1 am afraid. of _ p 


: 
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I. "I" J. * . 1 4 . 4 
5  Fanudry 16, 1051. 


"| Nelole , my dear” Aunt, "is' Letter from F 


"the Ning of Spain: Tou I fee he has not r- 


got you and that tho* Crows ure 'apt to make 
ſome Heads giddy, they make no Change inthe | 


Hearts of the Bourbons. 1 give you the very 
Words of che Duke of Burgundy, who, very 
probably, e, eee eee CARER 


"the Archbiſhop of Cambray, i ee 


cid ee ihne ae ed ich 4h 


LETTER Cc. 


From the LT Nr W to * 1 


particularly of the King of France, my Brother 
and. Protector. As to what 1. . wrote, to You, 
| concerning my Intention to make the Duke 4 
Sein: Pierre my Major demo, 1 hoped that you 
would have mentioned it to the King my Bro- 


- ther; but you tell me that you baue not done 


fo; A. 1 think, e hs. 


1 


27 p 


; 1% chioneſs, that you approve the OY I | 
nav taken to do nothing of Conſequence with - 
"out the Conſent of the Catholic King, and 


: 
J 
1 
F 
| 
: 


0h 
Dukt#s being near my Perſon! bee 
the Intereft' of the two Kings, Jod H oblige me 
if you ſpeak tb the King my dear Brother, 

about it, and induce him to write to the King 
his Gratidſos, my dear Nephew. I am, dear 
HOON FR very much yours. © 


12412 C3 229 61343 3464lh £14 : 144 26142 6 Haha 


IT ER. £CXXI. - 
e . 
Ting - 2, 170 r. 
Koi that has 
1 lard” oa hr Gt nat heard REY 5 
fuſed to {ucceed N WIE ang that the n 
Ring inkfted up upon his accepting . Place, be- . 
cCauſe it is expedient, in time of War, that oye 
Head ſhould; have the two Employments, . be 
millard is an honeſt Man z And if 92 4 * 5 
the Finances of the N 623 9 | 
af Sr. Cyr, we ſhall have no Oc i 
out for ee. "The King bas . 
ſhare with him the Labour in the Departmept 
ol the War: . could have over- | 2 
come his Di The Ducheſs of 71 3th 
bee eee to him, and he's to 
diſpatch Buſineſs ſometimes with the Duke, in 41 
order to form him to it. His honeſt and civil 
Demeanor bas gained him the Affection of * 
Ranks and Degrees, He will employ our 

Friends, 


+ 


— 


. 
Fricads,/ and dnt e like Loma and bi 
Son, to do Buſineſs with the King in my Apart- 
ment. The Count I Auaur is negociating an 
Accommodation, but his Succeſs is much doubted 
.of : In the mean time the King remains calm 
and tranquil : He knows more of theſe Matter 
| than all his Courtiers put together, 


LETTE R CNX. 
7 Madame de Caylus. 
Mari, Jul 17, 1701. 

© Pants fc, my dear Niece, to aſk 

Favours: The Number of Employments is 
but ſmall, and yet there are more Places than 

"Niles eval to hows” The Duke 4 Yendame is 

to go to the Army in Lombardy ; the Miſchief 

is done, and te Remedy not ſo eaſy to be found. | 

We lead an odd Kind of Life here; and would 

fain have Wit, Gallantry, and Invention 3 but 

al theſe have entirely failed us; tis now quite 
out of the Queſtion. We play, we yawn, we 
droop; we get Miſchief from one another z we 

hate, we em, e careſs, e w 

ieee, $8 


* 


„ 


C 142 64 F. 541.3 264) THEY 


: We * 5 
LETTER ccxxrv. 


4 t 2 5 4 + LA 


SHA 35 1 Neve 


From the Ducheſs Dowager of Orleans to 
ae Maintenon. 


BM 


1 5 * 


* | March 12, 1102: 

1 denen ee n with my Joy 
dat a new Favour I have received from the 
King, which is, that he allowed me to ſee him 
yeſterday in his Cloſet. As I am indebted to 
you for all his Favours, and as it is by your 
Means that my Reconciliation with the King 
has been made, my Gratitude to you encreaſes 
every Day, and my Friendſhip will very ſoon 
N OO 52 On LES 


LETTER CCXXV... 
ien, 3514 


b Ari z, 1702. 


Te Death of the Price of Orange will 
make no Alterations in Affairs. The Prin- 


_ ceſs Anne has been acknowledged Queen of Eng- 
: land: Tis a terrible Blow to the lawful King: 
| However, he is a little conſoled by the Refuſal to 

aſſociate Prince George of Denmark in the Royal- 
ty: But what Comfort is this! There is no 

ſolid Conſolation to be found, but in Piety and 
Reſignation to the Will of the uus; 


— 


0 e 
and Maſter of Empires. The Ditch affect to 


fear {0x the Lihenties/of Ear ope, and are not 
afraid even for their own Li 


berty. The King 
will carry on the War 1 vigoroufly : He was at 
firſt a little averſe to it; but it is become ne- 
ceſfary, and ne muſt yield to it. The . 
f Maribal, Baufers are very ;extenſive 3, 
cou nothing can he TE than the Inſt 
tions uchich M. Chamillard has drawn up far; . 
Campaign in #/@ngers-: The Duke of Brogungy 
ill have nathing to do / but follow that plan? 
Lau are right in judging it expedient to ꝓteuent 
As eing. Things out of his qum Head: Cau- 
| — cxage;alone wil not make a great Captain 3 bis 
Age does not admit af much Prudence: M. 4 
Vendume will reftrain i in Hal the King of Spain's 
Fire; dan who is to check his own 7 It is id, 
Prince Eigene will bring nothing but Delay 
inſt our Mivacity. What ſhall I ſay to you 
aaf Coatings dle ,knaws his Buſineſs, bat he 
nes not God: The King does not like to 
truſt irreligious Men with his Affairs. M. de 
: Catindt thinks his praud Philoſophy | fufficient 
for a Things: Lis great Pity che loves hot 
_ God! My Health declines daily, and Ino 
Ik alonger know myſelf in dhat Picture which was 
fo: like me in 1694»: nn Deen f 
eee m rai I= 


1 T. 


8 


- 


(233) 
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+» LETT ER--COLXVI.-,- 


ure on ow af Burgundy „ 
de Maititenon: | 1 159 

Madam,” eee 1502. 
1 Defire of the King my Return: 1 preſuriie/a | 

ſingle Ward is ſuffcient to give 'you myã 
Meaning. I date not fay more; leſt I ſhould 
engage you to an Anſwer, which F beg you 
would not make, ſhould we in the _— | 
convenient for . 11 inn 21.14 


P 1 2 >. 14 L : d N Ko | 


| LETTER "coxxvat.. | 
muas 0.9," mY 


2 g Marli, June 3. 1703. 
Toer 1 ſhall go to Maintenon, and 
ſhould be very glad to ſee you there. 
Mademoiſelle I Aumale is as much grieyed 4 
myſelß: Nothing but your Neaſon anf your 
Fortitude can conſole me. In vain I ſay to my- 
ſelf, that * he died like a Saint that he long 
ago 'hegan to prepare for this dreadful Paſlage ; 
that he ſpent the laſt Years of his Life in the 
Fear of God: All theſe Conſiderations make | 
my Sorrow lefs reaſonable, without alleyiating 


it. M,de le Rechefougault was right ka 
. M. gur, ber Brother, Govern 


ind 10 e 4 12 74 <4 4 pM? Lu i} V,42t5 


*. _ | A | that 


of Bo, e 


that Reaſon and Religion have ſcarcely any 
Influence ayer human Nature, in theſe G. 


— (29) 


My Niece is quite deſolate, and ſtirs not out of 
her Cloſet : It ſeems ſhe finds no Pleaſure in any 


thing but giving way to her Grief. God in- 


tends ta wean me from this World and prepare 
me for the other, in afflicting my Heart ſo ſen- 
fibly; I could be very glad to paſs the Remain- 
der of the Summer at Maintenon; but the King | 


will not hear a Word about it, and you know that 
it is many Years ſince I have given up my own | 


Will. I ſubmit to all Things; I make an Of- 
-  fering to God of my Afflictions; I beg of him 
do call me to himſelf, if my Death is neceſſary 


ta my Salvation, and my Life of no Uſe to the 


King and his People. His Will be done ! It 
belongs Joop tn ON 1 tis e , 
5 ſuffer. i 


* 


LETTER coxxvit.” 
* To the ſame. 5 


July 18, 170g. 
9937 Friend. i is now very much eaſed. M. 
Deſmarais_ has taken a great Burthen from 


kim: The War will go on the better for it. 
— The M. 40—— would have refuſed that Poſt, 


had the King offered it to him: Thoſe who 
- know not how ſteady he is in his Purpoſes, and 
how hard i is to find Mea. of Abilities, 55 


wrong 


1 6455 333 
wrong in being furprized that we continue Che- 
millard, who is very prudent, laborious and pe- 
netrating. The Troubles in the Cevennes are 
but trifling : They are occaſioned by the Huge- | 
xots of the Mountains, who may eaſily be re- 
duced: It is needleſs for the King to deſcend to 
all the Particulars of this Revolt : It could not 
cure the Diſtemper, and might make it much 
worſe. Vauban writes to us, that the Duke of 
Burgundy will reap a great deal of Honour from 
the Siege of Briſac : As i it was fortified by him, 
he muſt needs know how to take it. The — 
is in excellent Order, and Chamillard has made 
| ſo good Proviſion in all Reſpects, that we ſhall 
have no Complaints this Campaign. The Du- 
cheſs had taken it into her Head to accompany 


her Huſband in this Expedition ; the King 


laughed at it, and ſo did I: She was nettled at 
it. We have made up the Breach; ſo that you 
may undeceive thoſe who ſay, that we are em- 
FW without any Hopes of a Reconciliation. 


"LETTER ccxxlx. 
To the Jaws. 


J Have had a terrible Storm to weather Fog 

. I will never more meddle with any Affair: 

Tf the three Marſhals knew what a Conſternation 
4 i : the 


1 


ö 
_ the Loſs of this Battle has thrown us into, they 
would very quickly repair their Overſight: : The 
| King cannot get out of his Mind the fifteen | 
thouſand Frenchmen that ſi ſurrendered without 
firing one Shet. Pray to God to bleſs his Arms. 
Chamillard i is the calmeſt c of us all; but i itis owing 


to the King's encouraging Him: Indeed they 


| have nothing to reproach him with: Would to 


God we could ſay as much of the Generals | 


What do they ſay in Paris of this whole Affair 


Madame. de Moptigni is at St. Or I thall go 
thither next Mondey to bempan our Calamities. 
Our Siſters greatly comfort me: They enyy me 
my Place, and Iny them their Tranquility. 1 
never go to that Houſe, but I depart with Re- 

and regent that I did not make myſelf z 
Nua: T-ſhould then have had nothing to ming 
but my Frailties and Afflictions; whereas at 
preſent I muſt mind nathing but the Aflictiont 


of other People, and forget my on. My 
Niece i is in perfect Health. I ſend you the Mer- 


cer, who has promiſed me to be ſpeedy : He 
will deliver you-an hundred Louis d Ors, which 
you'll give to the Lyſelines: I pity thoſe poor 
Girls. I cannot make out the two laſt Lines 
n . are ahem: or 


921 » 2 a», . 1 le my Te a © *. r if1 of 5. 
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LETTER CC WMI. . 
N. 20 the, ſame. | 
g os. 


= wor do you complain &, my dear Niece ? 
Is it that I hays not wrote to you; about - 
the Death of M. d Ca Von know: that 

L have been concerned at it, and vg ought not 
to ſtand upon Compliments. I am ſo .infirmy 
ſo old, that I confine myſelf to Letters of Ne- | 
ceflity. What means that Dependance you 
would have on me ?. Jou are at Age; and have 
behaved. well: What Change would you.makt, 
at the Eve of my Death?, You: will not be 
weak enough to marry again: Live like: a 
govd Mother; don't launch again into the 
World; chuſe a Number of ſelect Friends 3; re- 
ceive but fe Viſits from Men; and let thein be 
Perſons of Probity: Live in the old - ſaſhion 
Way, have always a Maid at work in your 
Chamber, when you ate with ãà Man: Diſtruſt 
the ſobereſt and diſcreeteſt of them diſtruſt 
yourſelf: Believe me, as a Perſon of Experience, 
who loves you: Lou are ſtill young afld hand- 
ſome; in God's Name don't expoſe yourſelf tb 
Hazards ; let the Concerns of your Children 

employ you; ſerve God without caballing ; de- 
ſpiſe nobody, and be headſtrong in nothing: 
Folldw the common Way of Life; be ſimple” 
and plain, and excuſe this ſhort Leſſon, which 
flows 


(a) 
flows from tender AﬀeRtion ls er top 
« Compliment. ./ „ 
LETTER comm. 
20 the ſame. 7 
— your Guard: You hare 


7 * 


I 


Enemies and envious Perſons. Some are 


generous when they ſee us in. Diftreſs 3 but 
there is ſo little Reality in ſuch Generofity, that 
in Proſperity they can no longer endure us. If 


they ſee you in great Favour with me, it will 


encreaſe the Number of your Enemies. Give 
them nothing to make a Handle of: Obſerve a 


Medium, between giving youtſelf up to Society, 


and burying 8 in Solitude: You could 


Courſe would ne — farther from 
God, than even the Court could do. The 
Abbe Gotelin, who was a Man of good Senſe, 
vas extremely glad when he ſaw me quit the 
Hotel de Richelieu in order to ſettle at St. Ger- 
main; and I often perceive that he was in the 


Spies about you.' cp aye Aſt: 
| CO en Co e pe pee 
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LET TER ' coxxmxti. 
To Madame e de Caylus.® x4 

| Sept. 1705. 
Hon. wiſe are you, in le all Things 
to God, without Precaution and Anxiety! 

| Such- Care. is intirely uſeleſs : We know not 
what we would have, and God ſeems. often tao 
take Delight in diſconcerting all our Meaſures. 
When you have nothing elſe to do, I beg you 

| would chuſe a Gown for me: It is neceſſary to 
have ſome Gold in it; the outward [Dignity 
muſt be kept up, though the Perſon ought to 
think of nothing but a Coffin. Your Enemies 
vent their Spleen and Malice here againſt you: 
They ſay there never was any thing but Policy 
in your Devotion, and that you ſeriouſly think 
of marrying again; but your Conduct will force 
them to be filent. Don't be alarmed at any 
ching you hear concerning me: I am on the 
Theatre of the Great World, and my Name is 
often the Subject of Converſation. It is quite 
unpleaſant to re ee ot. | 
neee, 


s b 2 5 * ” 
&. * $5 EF 1 ib , _ 
- . <> 


* © Niece to Mad, ds Manu 0p 


rr er 
** a 
* 1 74 FE 


: reg . een 


5 EU 


eee. 1706. 
de more Fi I defire you is doing the 
Devirs Office . To tempt me with fo rich a 
3 But I my the Temptation; Public 
Culaffities having made me Penurious. Tour 
Veiter bas told me nothing: I Was apprtzel &f 
ere Fah & l Th He is wiſe in 
All reſpects. Would to God he were at the 
Head of a Congregation, where, ſome ſay, ful- 
picious Maximnis are held As for your Patt, ny 
dear Niere, ſuffer the World to ſay whit they 
Penſe: Von canfiot hate and deſpfſe ir ko 
auch. Let fist ybur Püety droop, Thew he 
World that your Reputation did not depend on 
ay that loved 'afid admired you: Be 15 
Love wich the Contempt into weich you ate 
going to full, and above all Things pleaſe the 
RiQur of bt. Salpitius, Don't be Cofckrn'd at 
_ what is ſaid: Tbe only Way to triumph oper 
Wen; is to Veſpiſe it. Adieu; the Battle 
„ 5 nnd 5115 02 3008 on 


1 bi muſt dee eb 
; eee deer the Army of the Al- 
lies, commanded by Co ventlaw; in the Ab- 

ſence of Prince Eugene, fix thouſand of their 

Men, took a od ory fix Pieces of Cannon, 
and almoſt all their Baggage. Count Reventlaww ſuſ- 
& vigorouſly, and even with advantage, the firſt 
of the French, but at laſt was forced to re- 
tire in _—_— Diſorder and Contufion, 


- 


| you, without Hypocriſy, that 1 am „ 1 ä 


J 
F 
t 


With 66825 


won in oh be me elit to nin | 
Cloaths : I ſhall appear in Green, if our Troops 


uke eee I IRON OO 
Archduks-be taken Priſoner: 


LETTER xxx. 


From the Duke of Orleans to lu, 
| * Maintenon. 5 


n 1706. 
NCT Grief, 8 can withſtand your 
Conſolations, and the Kindneſs you ex- 
preſs © for me. After the Aſſurances you give 
me, that Friendſhip has as great a Share in it as 


Compaſſion, it would be wrong in me not to 


be calm and compoſed. If your Letter was 
not filled with Encomĩums on me, I could read | 
it over and over as long as I live: for it ſhews 

me with infinite Pleaſure all the Gratitude I: | 
owe the King: And though you endeavour to 
draw a Veil over that which I owe you, I fee 
through the Artifice, and particularly where you 
put me in Mind of looking up to the firſt Cauſe _ 
of great Events. When I ſhall be able to tell 


'* This Letter was wrote after the of the 
8 occaſioned by the W of the 
de la Fuillade, and of Marſhal Maste, the 
Duke of Orleans having had Orders to conform to 
ke: ee intra * 


. 


tax 5 
. Hall feel a perſect Joy in making you my Con- 
_ dent : Such as are truly ſo, have ſo much Sin- 
eerity and Generoſity, that a well-bred Man has 
ſttronger Diſpoſitions to Devotion than others, 
Continue, Madam, your Favours to me: I am 
dy do * that may deſerve them. 


LETTER cc xxxv. 


70 0 Madame de Caylus. 
Ani nos. 
_— has "PRI to me this Day, in in 
regard to the Biſhop of Auxerre, is not 
the Cauſe of my reſolving never more to aſk any 
thing for my Relations: Let them act now as 
they will do when I am dead: They will then | 
apply. to the Miniſtry ; they will get their 
Friends to beſtir themſelves. --I thought I had 


done enough, in putting you in a Way to com- 
. plete what I had begun for making your For- 


tune: But I perceive Madame 4 is 
thoroughly perſuaded that JI ought to find 
Matches for her Daughters : the Boys will | 
come next, and your Son follow. after: Murce's 
little ones are growing up; the Father puts in 
for every vacant Poſt: Madame de- St. Hermine 
with a rueful Countenance preſents to me A 
great Girl, whom I ſhall much wrong if I don 
kae in the World, ee is to MA . 
: owes 


% 


—— 


(248) She: 
lowed by five or more; and then little Villette, 
him alſo I muſt provide for. Conſider, my dear 


Niece, with a little Reaſon and Equity, what _ | 


Sort of Figure I ſhould make about the King, 
were I every Day begging new Favours of him: 
If he granted them, he would no longer have 
any thing at his Diſpoſal ; if he denied me, it 
would grieve me; if he grieved me, he would 
be too good- natured not to be concerned at it: 
And thus I ſhould render myſelf the Plague 
of his Life. Do you think God had ſuch a De- 
ſign in placing me near him? This, my dear 

Niece, is my final Reſolution. I ſhall ſee you 
all with a great deal of Pleaſure, 'when I no 

longer dread your Propoſals and Requeſts: T 
ſhall. hear of them from the King, who will 
be informed of them by his Miniſters; I ſhall 
give him ſuch Anſwers as 1 think may be of 


. Service to you, and may do it with more Bold- 
neſs, and perhaps more effectually, when he 
knows that I am not prepoſſeſſed. Be that as it 
may, I ſhall not alter my Refolution ; I have not 


taken it without mature Deliberation ; I have 1 


long conſulted with myſelf about it, and am 
; determined. Impart this Reſolution to YO 


( 


* E TT E R cx L 
FHP To ye eee . 

| 8 June, n 
1852 ee e my dear 
Niece; but the melancholy Ideas I have of 
my Place, joined to old Age, which is burthen- 
ſome to others as well as myſelf, deter me from 
it, and make me ſhut myſelf up in my Cloſet at 
St. Cyr : Therefore manage your Concerns 
without depending on me, taking me when you 
can, and leaving me without being uneaſy about 
it. I adviſe you to get thirteen Maſſes ſaid at 
the Altar of the Bleſſed Virgin in the Cathedral, 
thirteen at Sr. Geneuieue, thirteen at the Church: - 
of the Holy. Ghoſt, and nee at "ou IO 8 
a 15 ol 


LE T T E R ccxxxVn. 


From the Duke of Orleans to Madame de 
Maintenon. H4t 


3 en 
Tk not ee Madam; but whenever 1 
become ſo, you ſhall be the firſt to whom I 

will impart it. I requeſt a Continuation of your 


Kindneſs to me, and that you will be pleaſed to 
charge yourſelf with the Thanks I owe to the 


4 * 
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LETTER Ccxxxvil. A 
4 To Madame de Caylus. 1 
1709. 


B upon my Experience, my dear Niece, that 
I have tried every Thing, and find we muſt ac- 
quieſce in Solomon's Sentence, All is Vexation of 
$jirit. I cannot open my Heart to any body; 
but though I conceal from you the Nature of 
my Afflictions, I can however truly ſay, that 
the World affords nothing ſimilar: I am often 
ready to burſt ; the King does not perceive it; 
and when he leaves my Apartment, all my Com- 
fort is to be alone, and water niy Pillow with 
my Tears. I am not ignorant of the Tattle of 
thoſe that do not like me ; they impute to me 
whatever happens, as if Events were at my 
Command]; according to their Notions my De- 
votion is Hypocriſy ; they make a Jeſt of the 
Severity of my Morals, and charge me with 
not having always been ſo ſevere. I am not 
ſurprized at their ſuſpecting my former Conduct; 


ELIEVE it for” biy 'Tendernels Sake, M 


but they who talk at this rate have eithet own ö 2 | 


very licentious in their Youth, or did not know 
me at that Time of Life. It is vexatious to be 
obliged to live with any other Folks than thoſe 
of our own Century; but. it's the Misfortune E: 
of ye ,who live too long. £ | 
M 3 : T- | 


(246) 


LETTER CCXXXIX, 


From Cardinal Gualterio 70 Madame de 
 Maintenon. 
Tua, Auguſt 5, 1710. 
1 Flatter myſelf that you will vouchſafe, Ma- 
dam, to pardon the Liberty I take in ex- 
prefling to you the Confuſion, and the moſt ani- 
mated and reſpectful Senſe of Gratitude, I am 
penetrated withall, at the Receipt of ſo great a 
Benefit as the Abbey of Se. Remy at Rheims, with 
- which'the King has been pleaſed to gratify me : 
I am ſenſible, Madam, of what I owe you on 
this Occaſion : I return you my moſt humble 
Thanks for it, and requeſt he Continuation of 


your Protection. 5 
= LETTER 'CCXL. 
1 From 47 77 d'Eftrees to the ſame 


1711. 
wir a Load of Honours, = and 
indneſſes are heaped on me in the Letter 
with which you have honoured me Have I nor 
indeed, Madam, great Reaſon to triumph? 
Though I regret the trouble I have given you in 
reading my long Letter, and the Pains you have 
taken to anſwer it, I muſt own to you that 1 
cannot repent of it, ſince 1 have received ſuch 
valuable Marks of your Kindneſs. I ſhall eter- 


nally be with infinite Reſpet, cc. 
1 - 2 L 3. du LET. 
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LETTER CCOXLE - 
From the ſame to the fame. 

A + Auguſt 28, 1911s 
BY the Death of Marſhal Boufflers the Poſt 


of Captain of the Guards, Madam, becomes 
vacant. * The Summit of -my Wiſhes is to ſee 


my Kindred more intimately attached by this 
Domeſtic Employment to the -Perſon of my 
Maſter and Benefactor, to whom, in my Soli- 
tude and Inaction, my Heart does not give fewer 
Demonſtrations of Affection and Zeal, than I 
endeavoured to give him in the Employments 
with which he formerly honoured me. I Would 
have the Satisfaction, before I die, to ſee the 
Marſhal & Eftr#es in the ſame Poſt near his Ma- 
jeſty, which the famous John d"Eftrees, his 
Great Great Grandfather held under Francis I. 
and Henry II. Deſiring nothing for myſelf, 
whom his Majeſty, has fully ſatisfied, I may be 
excuſed in aſking for a Name that may be extin& -.. 
very ſoon after me; but I would have him end 

bis Days in that honourable Pate. 53. 


I am, G. 


* 


* MAGE, 1 2 wo a 
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LETTER /CCXLI. 
Ig To Madame de Caylus. "ip 


1 1 Verſailles, Feb. 10, 1712. 
; T Wee From Wend wn ge- 
able: We muſt thereby comfort ourſelves 
for other Contradictions. I thought to have 
gone to St. Or; but the King has hindered me; 
de is to call upon me at two o' Clock; and per- 
haps he will not come. I am perfectly ignorant 
of what I ſhall do to-morrow : All I know is, 
| that I am very troubleſome to others and to my- 
elf. This Morning I ordered to be brought to 
me, not the famous Annals in which the Deeds of 
my Reign are penn d, but a prodigious Heap of 
caſt-off Cloaths, all which I have diſtributed. 
- Let us not talk of our Relations : They'll not 
be ſenſible of what I have for them till we 
meet together in the Valley of Jehoſaphat: 1 
am often reproached by en. God Toons 
. 9 


. E T ＋ E R cx. 


To Madame de F rontenac. 


” Verſailles, 1713. 
Mios may 1 faid on both Sides of the 
Queſtion. M. & Aubign?'s Fortune is large 


enough; and were 1 is nothing illuſtrious in that 
| FE amily. 


* 
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Family. '* M: Rajar is very well reſpetied in 
his Province; but that Conſideration has no 
Weight at all here. Recollect all that is ſaid of 
that poor Man le Moine: If I concern myſelf, 
in the leaſt, with this Affair, much more will 
be ſaid of him. The young Lady is amiable ; 
has good Senſe, good Health, is affable and 
pious: Theſe are material Articles, I there- 
fore think, ſince my Advice is required, that 
M. 4 Aubignt ought to purſue this Affair, if 
Inclination leads him to it; and let him drop it 
if he has Wealth only in View. As for what 
is called my Protection, you know there are no 
d Aubign? s to whom I have not granted it, and 
ſometimes 1 have even Aer it to the bare 
Name. 


LETTER CCXLIV.- ; 


From Cardinal @Eftices to "Madan" =Y 


| Renger "ee 


- "Sept. 6, 1712. 
I WII I forthwith deliver to the Rector of 
St. Sulpitins the Reſignation of the Benefice 
which you have piouſly deſtined towards 'the 
Support of the Seminary. The admirable Letter. 
you have wrote to me includes every thing in 
few Words; ingenious Turns, refined Thoughts, 


#*, 


\ 


- Intendant of R. 17 7 | 
- MS = wi. 


tan). 


n Expreſſions; in ſhort, tis not to 
be equal d. I never uſed myſelf to this kind of 


Phraſe till now, nor ſhall I ever make uſe of it 
but to yourſelf. I glory in your Correſpondence. 
among my Friends; and methinks, in thus 


ſetting myſelf off, I innocently. conceal the 


Wrinkles of my old Age. 1 am eternally, &c- 


L. E TT ER CCXLV. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


| I KNOW, Madam, what Anſwer you gave 


to the Rector of St. Sulpitius, when he ac- 


quainted you with what I think of the Abbe 
@CE/iries. I am ſo ſenſibly touched with i it, that 


tho? | fear to tire you with my Letters, I can- 
not forbear expreſſing my Gratitude to you for 


it. I dare tell you, that as I am become very 
careleſs about human Affairs, with reſpect to 


myſelf, on account of my great Age, and per- 
ghaps from ſome better Motive, *tis only by this 


o. Article that I yet cleave to the World. I 
confeſs it is with Concern I fee that the Abbe * 
FEftrics, among ſo many Men of equal Rank, 


honoured, with the Benefactions of our great 


© King, for indeed this Epithet is due to him; 


that the Abbe. TEftries, 1 fay, is the only one 
WhO receives no Marks of his Favour. But I 
perceive my Letter is long : I ſhould make it 


| mach longer, were I to ug 


( 
ments of Reſpect and Veneration, and ſhall 1 


fay it ! of Admiration with which | haveſberns. 
am, and ſhall ever be, Cc. | 


LETTE R CcxL VI. 
To the Cardinal de Noailles. 


1 SHALL write to you no more about this un- 
lucky Affair; too many Reaſons forbid my 


intermeddling in it. I will reſume the Cha- 
racter that becomes me, which is to pray to God 
that all Things may turn out for his Glory, the 
Good of the Church, and your's in IIS: 

j ks ue which I am ftill concerned for. oF * 


LETTER cxL VH. 


To the ſame. * 
a you are ſufficiently acquainted with me 
to know what I think of the new Diſco- 
very: But for many Reaſons forbear ſpeak= 
ing. It belongs not-to-me to judge and to con- 
demn : My Province is only to be filent, to 
pray for the King, for the Church, and for you. 
T have given your Letter to the King, and it has 
been read: This is all I can ſay s Lam. 
oppreſſed with Grief... 


* The Chapter of Fanſeni/m, in Voltaire's Aj at. 
Zu XIV. . this ww. is quoted, Age of | 


| FP 
e L E T. 


(a) 
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L E T TE R COXLVIL. 
To the ſame. 


T. not my Buſineſs to judge and to con- 
demn; all I have to do is to be ſilent, 


Eos to ſubmit blindly, and pray for the Church, 


for the King, and for you, my Lord, whoſe In- 
* EAT: 


The LETTER cexLIx. 
To the ſame. 
* 


OULL never deceive. yourſelf, my Lord, 
| while you rely on what you call my Kind- 
neſſes. I can never ceaſe reſpecting my Arch- 
- biſhop, eſteeming your Virtues, and, if I dare 
ſay it, Toving your Perſon : But it is true, that 
in all theſe Tons: I now find POV but 
Bitterneſs. E217 5 Tag L 


© LETTER col. 


Hon Cardinal Gualterio #6 Madame | | 
2 | de Mn 7518 | 
eser Nome, Dec. 1713. 
| 15 KNOW, Madam, 155 much his - Majeſty 
has the Affairs of Religion at Heart; and 1 
accordingly redouble thoſe Prayers and good 
| Wiſhes which every Catholic ſnould make for 
» dilfipating the _ * has been raiſed ; I hope, 
f e 


Ne 


LY 


ir ( 253 ) 
thro” the pious Endeavours of the King; and 

ſo many wiſe and learned Men who have under- 
taken this great Work, that it will fucceed. 
| You know, Madam, for how many Reaſons my 
Joy will be complete if this happens. T long for 
the Time which his Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
fix For paying my Reſpects to him: I hope 
to find him in good Health: We have older 
Men here, who enjoy an excellent State of 
Health. His Life is of ſo great Importance to 
the public Good, and eſpecially to the Church, 
that we muſt not doubt but he is preſerved for 
our Sakes by a particular Providenee. All Things 
are quiet here; except what relates to the 
Affairs of the Conftitution Uigenitus, which 
diſturbs this Court no leſs than it does France. It 
is to be wiſhed that we may always act in Con» 
cert with the King, as ef eee in 

n his Councils, 


\ Bf ETTE R COLL. 
From the ane to the ame. | b ni, ws 


* Todi, Jun 20, 1714. 

I Platter mals, Madam, that a Peace will : 
ſoon! be concluded, and that his Majeſty will 

then have no other Occupation than that of mak - 

Ga all Things flouriſh in his Kingdom: The 

ood of Religion, eſpecially, is greatly intereſted 

| therein; 


L288 
nde he is the firmeſt Support of it; and 
the Pains he takes about the Conſtitution very 
ſenſibly prove it: Without this, great Diſſen- 
tions might perhaps have ariſen. It ſeems to 
me that they are very attentive here to what 
- paſſes inthe Aſſembly, and earneſtly wiſh. to ſee 
it break up. His Holineſs has not yet given me 
an Audience; but I have no Reaſon to doubt 
that he will. I ſhall intimate to him, that the 
: Church has nothing to fear under ſo great a 
King, who acts ſo zealouſly for her Intereſt, 
As to my Sentiments towards his Majeſty, you 
are acquainted. with them. I owe him every 
Thing, ſinee from his powerful, Hand alone 1 
| xeceiyed Afviftancein the Time of my Adverſity: 
I continually pray for his Preſervation, and for 
__ Madam, who are my great arm; 


LETTER cclII. 
From M. * de Mailly 70 the ſame. 
T0 happier Days, Which your Good - 


neſs, Madam, ſeemed to requeſt for me, 


are they not yet arrived? a Man, whoſe Miſ- 
fortunes ſo ſenſibly. affected the greateſt, the 
nohleſt, the moſt generous, and the moſt devout 


7 Soul in the World, cannot be deſtitute of Hope, 


when ſuch a Soul has ſo large a Field to diſplay 


* Cre Ales, re N r Archbiſhop 


0 235 ix | 
its Power in. A blue Ribbon, a Poſt near the 
King's Perſon, vacant Abbeys; I mention not 
the Archbiſhoprick, a Charge requiring Quali- 
| fications ſuperior. to any in me. I don't ſay, 
Madam, that if the Liſts were open'd to the 
Diſputants, and Rivalſhip . took Place as in the 
Countries where the Councilof Trent is receiyed, 5 
the Competitors would not diſcoutage me. The 
retired Life which my bad Fortune made me 
lead in my Vouth, allowed me to beſtow more 


Time in Study than ſome other Men. I think : 


I have, ſufficiently ſhewn my Diſintereſtedneſs 
and want of Ambition, ſince, when I might 
have revived again in me the Mortifications I re- 
ceived from the King againſt his Inclination, I 
choſe rather to live retired in my Dioceſe. This, 
Madam, , is- what emboldens me to repreſent te 
you, that Rheims eſpecially calls for a Man 
who by his Learning and ſtrièt Adherence 
to ſound Doctrine, may repair the  Miſchiefs 
formerly introduced, watch and combat the 
riſing Errors, and maintain the good Regula - 
tions his Majeſty is endeavouring to eſtabliſh, 
The Zeal: you have always had againſt Innova» 
tions, ſhould. be exerted in reſtraining, them ſor 
the future; for I often ſigh and groan, Madam, 
at the Thoughts that the Church cannot always 
have the ee which God x now "OW her: I 


4 
- * 4 q 4 
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LETTER cl ui. 


| From the you to * Jane: > 
Madam, 

I AM ſetting out for Blaine; it is in Wale 
ä ſome Times that a Man ſhould ſtand firm to 
his Poſt. Expect no Thanks for your Benefits: 
All my Gratitude for them cannot prevail on 


lived happy and tranquil ; and now that eaſy, 


3 agreeable Life is going to be ſucceeded by an 


Hydra of Affaits, a Multitude of Difficulties and 
Traverſes. I hope you will vouchſafe always to 
honour me with your Protection: But I ſtand 
in much greater need of your Counſels, and 
of the Penetration of "a Perſon animated by the 
Wilom of God: (You'll permit me to have 
Recourſe thereto upon Occaſion; I am too ſen- 
ſible of my Weakneſs, to take upon me fo heavy 
2 Burthen without ſuch Aſſiſtance. The Pope, 


| notwithſtanding that Predilection ſo often boaſted 


off, has refuſed to grant me the leaſt Abatement 
on my Bulls: They are not yet diſpatched ; 
conſequently 1 may yet make another Puſh 
for it. A Letter from you, Madam, would 
give Weight to the Attempt: But if it ſhould 
de ever ſo little inconvenient to you, I would 


think no more about it. | 
=: LE T- 


me to thank you for your exceſſive Kindneſs. I 1 


. 


LETPER oliv x 
From the ſame to the Jane, _ _ .. 
MAPAMES Maily is much ſurprized, Ma- 
dam, to find herſelf, without ſuſpecting it, 
concerned in the Affair of Ianſeniſm. I here give 
you a plain Narrative of the Fact. A Linen- 
Draper, . who has long ſerved the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and whoſe Brother is a Carthuſian at | 
Paris, having heard that they were going to 
ſend his Brother to another Houſe, came to re- 
queſt Madame de Mailly to obtain a Billet from 
the Ducheſs of Burgundy, ſignifying her Deſire 
that they would let that Religious remain in his 
Convent at Paris. Madame de Maily telling 
the Linen-Draper that ſhe would not trouble 
the Princeſs about ſo trifling a Matter, out of 
Compaſſion wrote the Billet herſelf, which ſhe 
directed to the Father Viſitor of the Mona- 
ſtery. This was merely a Surprize, which it 
was difficult to guard againſt, Father e Taler, 
whom I have acquainted with this Affair, and 
which he had not before heard of, promiſes 
that he will not mention it to the King; and 
on this Occaſion he related to me how + Ha- 
dame had been impoſed upon in the ſame Pre 


| This Letter is to be referred to the Year u 
7 0 | 
ner, 
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ner, when the Archbiſhop of 1 was nomi- 
nated, and that, at the Requeſt of Madame ue 
Maubuiſſon, ſhe had recommended him two 
Eccleſiaſtics, Meſſ. Court and d- Laon, for Em- 
ployment in his Dioceſe: Madame immediately 
rejected them, when ſhe was made acquainted 
with their Characters. I Thall go to-morrow to 
the Carthuſians Houſe to withdraw Madame de 
"Maillys Letter, and fo bury. this Affair i in 8 


Tos 
LETTER CLV. 
"From the Cardinal de Rohan to the fame. 
Pari an. 2 
15 5 „ Jan. 23, 1714. 
1 DID not importune you while cur Alembly 
was ſitting : I was ſenſible of the Uneaſineſs 
which your Zeal for Religion and the good 
Cauſe gives you at this JunQure ; and I could 
do nothing towards making you eaſier. I am 
now in a happier Situation; The Bull will be 
accepted this Evening; and if ſome. Prelates 
don't yet accept it in due Form, they talk in 
| ſuch a Manner as gives room to hope they will 
Join us. after the paſtoral Inſtruction has been 
read. This. Hope, Madam, gives me infinite 
Joy and Comfort. The Archbiſhop... of Rouen 


| has made us a Diſcourſe replete with Zeal and 


Piety, and very ſuitable to the Dignity of the 
* Character. The Biſhop of Auxerr . 
„ A talked - 


— 


| ca) 
talked to us yeſterday in ſuch a Strain, that 
leaves no room to doubt of his coming this Day 


to ſuch a Concluſion as we wiſh for. In the 


Courſe. of this important Aﬀair the King has 
given us very eſſential Proofs of his Piety, Benig- 
nity and Wiſdom : The Aſſembly is thoroughly 
ſenſible of it, and all the Members ftrive to outdo 
each other in the Encomiums on him. It was 
a great Happineſs to have received the King's 
Orders from ſo able a Miniſter as M. Veiſion. 
All Things have worked for Good, and Good 
will come of it. I fincerely compliment. vou 
upon it; happy, if by the Share I have had in 
this Affair, I may have deſerved your Eſteem, 
your Good-will, and your Protection. I have 
the Honour to be, with profound Relpett, Se. 


LETTER CCEVI. 
7 o the Marchioneſs de | 
Feb. , 1710 


M Reſolution has been taken long ago, and 
that is Silence and Prayer. I love the Car- 

dinal Noailles, but hate his Obſtinacy and deplore 
his Blindneſs. Tis I that begg'd for him the Sce 
of Paris : It is not ſurprizing that I ſhould: be 
miſtaken; I am but a Woman: But how came 
the Biſhop of Chartres, who adviſed me in that 
Choice, to be miſtaken? Tell him that I can 
no longer ſee him; and pray to God to give 
| Peace to his Church. 

| L E T. 


060), -- 
LETTER CCLVIL. 


Frm Cardinal Gualterio to Madame de 
- Maintenon. | 

Jahn 4, 1714+ 

Ws ſhall L Madam, have the Happi- 
; neſs of returning to France ? I am impa- 
tient to throw myſelf once more at his Majeſty's 
Feet, if he will pleaſe to permit it. It is ex- 
actly a Year fince I had the Honour to wait on 
the King at Marli, and to aſſure you of my 
Reſpects: The Remembrance of it is pleaſing to 
me, though at the ſame Time it makes me more 

i ſenſibly feel my Abſence and the Difference 
there is between this Aung and France. FF 


LETTER ' CCLVIN.” 
"Hom the Duke du Maine 0 the "A 


Auguſt 3, 1714. 

1 Thank you, kind ez for what the 

King has juſt done ſor me: He has been 
obeyed without any Contradiction; and now my 
Rank is fixed, thanks to his Kindneſs and yours. 

wiſh the Precautions his Majeſty has taken in | 
_ Favour of me may prove needleſs. The Count 
de Toulouze receives this Increaſe of Glory and 
Honour with a Foxtitude and a Kind of Inſen- 
4 1715 NE: him reer om worthy of it. 


een LET: 
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2 E TT E R cox. 
To n de Vantadour. 


FS Sept. 29, 1714. 

Tur King orders me to acquaint you, Ma- 
dam, that he has received your Letter 

with Pleaſure : He gives you a ſtrong Proof of 


Confidence, in committing to your Carethe moſt 


valuable Thing that He and France have to be- 


ſtow. You'll ſay that you muſt pay dear for it: 
I agree with you in this ; you muſt bid adieu to 

Repoſe, and comfort yourſelf with the fine 
Side of the Employment. Be not ſurprized at 
my being ſo ſeldom in Company: I hide my- 
ſelf as much as I can, aſhamed of living ſo 
long: I am weary of ſhewing a Face wither d 
by old Age, which ſhould no longer be ſeen. 
My great Experience induces me to think it 


needleſs to be in haſte to make Children learn 


any thing that goes in the leaſt againſt the 


Grain; and ſince you abſolutely inſiſt upon my _ 


giving you ſome Advice, I will do it, provided 


you keep it ſecret. As we can never have too 


much Reaſon and Virtue, ſo I think you cannot 
begin too early with him on theſe Heads. 1 
would have the * young Prince trained up by 
low Degrees to Servern; accuſtom hany 3 never 


* The preſent King of France 


e 
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to tell again what he has been entruſted with; 
inſtil into him Sentiments of Humanity; let 
him never ſee any Examples of the leaſt Deceit ; 
let him be fair and candid at Play, and make 
him take Delight in obliging and doing -Ser- 
vice, This is ſufficient, ppm vi 


5 LETTER CCLX. 
p From the Cardinal de Rohan 7 Madane 
8 de Maintenon. 
* 4 "Du 23 1714. 
ATHER Maſſillon has acquitted himſelf of 
the Commiſſion, Madam, but has found 
© the Cardinal de Neailles more difficult about 
executing than projecting; nevertheleſs, he fill 
hopes. For my part, who deſire more than any 
Man a good Accommodation, I have been taught 
by cruel Experience not to give myſelf up to 
Hopes : However, as it luckily happens on this 
. Occaſion, Hope makes no Alteration in che 
Courſe that has been taken. 


1. ET TER ccLxI. 
; Few the ſame to the ſame. . 
Paris, Dec, 30, 1714. 
© Would very dearly purchaſe, Madam, the Plea- 
_ * ſure of ſending you the News of any Change 
in the Cardinal de Noailkes ; but, unhappily, we 
are not yet arrived at that, Father Maſſillon 
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has ſeen him again, and I have ſeen Father 
Maſſillon ſmmee. I have delivered to him the In- 


ſtrument of Acceptation; he approved of it, and 


promiſed to preſent it to M. de Noailles : He 

ſhewed me another which he had drawn up3 
but the Biſhops of Meaux and Blois made ſome 
Objections to it. I ſend you Copies of both: 
You know that they imply ſuch an authentic 


Act on the Part of his Holineſs, as may make 


the Cardinal r Neailles e in regard to his 
Fears and Scruples: Tis the firſt en 1 
M. Anais is to manage at Rome. il 


1 E T T E R OL XII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


A yet Saturday, 1715. 
Hee the "Bus to ſend you, Madam, the 
Draught of a Declaration that is to precede 
the calling of a Council of the National Clergy.: 


It was not agreed upon till laſt Night. The firſt 


I 


- Preſident of the Parliament, and the Attorney 


General are ſent for, in order to its being com- 
municated to them. This Step is become abſo- | 
lutely neceſſary, ſeeing the Court of Rome does 


not help us out: This is ſetting in earneſſ about 


a Work that grieves me exceſſively, and may 
carry us to Extremities, which 1 cannot think 
of without great Unealieſs. God ſend us 
* e | 


LET. 
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1 LETTER ccLxII. 
if ee ene the. fans, 
March 20, 1715. 
ne Matan, that you have often 

been of Service in diſcourſing with Men: I 
experience it in the Correſpondence you permit 
me to hold with you: Your laſt Letters have 
given me-great Comfort, freſh Vigour, and an 
- Increaſe of Teal; at this very Inſtant I feel more 
than ever, a Readineſs to do any Thing to ſerve 
| Religion, the King, and the State. As T ſhall 
take no Step without acquainting you with it, I 
* on mm rl e 
, 


Memorial for the King, 
e my Confidence in your 1 
Gbodheß, equals my Reſpect for your ſacred . | 
Perſon, I feel an extreme Timidity, when Fam 
- to aſk any Thing for myſelf.” My Attachment 
| to you, Sire, is ſo perfect, that there is not 
any. thing 1 would not ſacrifice to the Fear 
of diſpleaſing you; and though my Wants are 
real, and the Opportunities of gratifying them, 
= ſolely from the Vacancy of regular Abbeys, 1 
nud rather renounce all Hopes, than expoſe my- 
= "lf by a Petition that might be diſagreeable 
to 4 #/ Your we perhaps wonders to . 5 


L 
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n * nothing is e 1 
true I have laid open my Circumſtances'ts Wu 


Father le Teiler; he knows what thoſe Waits 
are, and what has been the Cauſe of them: He 


is able to give your Majeſty an Apeount of - 


them. When informed of the State of "mn 


Affairs, you'll give what Orders you think con- 


venient ; and you may be certain of ſuch Sub- 


miſſion on my Part, as will never ſuffer me is 
| harbour the leaſt Regret N n 


your Will and Fleaſure. OT TMs 


* 


"{LBPTER. 


COLXTV; 


: -Mareh:24s 17156 
Tr Biber of Abbes by all Appearances; 
will ſoon be made a Cardinal. Mayihe-ndt 
denden found. Marks of the King's Benevolence; 


which, by enabling bim to ſupport his 1 w _ 
mies in awe ? I ſend 2 


I have delivered to the Numtio : It will 
Madam, that in preſerving the Neſpect Pe 
the Holy See, and in ſtudying the Good-of the 
Church, I Rreauoufly maintain our Liberties; 
that I ſpeak as boldly in favour of the Cardinal 
de Noailles as he himſelf could do; and that in 


PR 


Fun the 4 to the ſame. Dl TY 2 


. 8 * 


— 


l 


e ram the Page, way ll d 
| the Noor open to thoſe who haye departed from 
1. To chis Letter I ſubjoina Pi 


iece containing 

the Prel ies, which A. Thiberge has pro- 
eee be be in be Name of the Cardinal & 
7 7 and our Anſwer thereto, | You'll per- 
ve that Reaſon and Juſtice are on our Side, 


and that the other Party ſtill entertain Diſtruſts 
Wees that do us much Harm. | 


7 ar en TER Cel xv. 
AI the re of V Moos. 


7 my bs >: Wt e257 105 3 u 16, 1775. 


{ant one that ſbould he your Letter, would 
rather admire the Receiver than the Giver of 


the Advice: It is more common to know how _ 
| twdiſcourſe,. than to receive with Calmneſs "x | 


_ - Humility what is faid to us, 2s you! de, who 
_ much, Madam, above me in Rank. But 
dee ene Thing more to tel! y: I you fol- 


5 low my Notions, your Method of Education 


7 will not be conſpicuous; all the Merit will be 


fun fut Times, and/nothing} of it apparent 
in the ptefent. > The late Dauphin, at ſive or 
b cher old underſtbod a thouſand Latin 
1 when he. became his own 
ner Dat enough 6h this“ Head. Adieu, 
er- Ductck; kt us think of our Salvation, 


* 1 


Prey | | 
| Death comes at any Age. TRI 
little Girls at St. Oy: They die like Angels, 


and go to form e ee | 
eee ITT Ines 
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A dera feen, aa aan. of chy 24. 
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N 
wa | 


um! milahces,. tolay y alide Art, whi | 5 
whey 11 en make uſg of. all your -Y 

ul t6 gain us what Adyantages you can. from n 
the Enemy 's Jealouly of cach, other's: A lus, wi 3 
Which is the Place where only you h 


bor any . It, you have any. Paton, for 


our unkiappy 


your diſtreſſed Peace. 

'* This Letter, which is not in the Fronch Ri 
tion, Was printed in the Tater, v. 1. The Tran- 
ſlator, who did not happen to recollect it ill after the - 48 
Fit Editjon was publiſhed, would have thought ita 
8 W "Ou 


. OY 


he. . Tertw-to reprint my "Fhovghts to you, 


60 406 
Oh Keen! DoI live to talk of Leis tte 
Gren as the Object of Pity? The King ſhews a 
great Uneaſineſs to be informed of all that paſſes; 
„ ee e ee Of ee 


appears in his Preſence, D on bring 
Account of ſome n [I mow wot in 


ben I ſpeak of the King with relation to his 
- bodily Health. Figure to yourſelf that immor- 
al Man, erf wth 
ies, Armour and Terrors, on 
der dhe "Invincible, the 
Giza, the God, th Pow, th Mighty, which 
were the uſual Epithets we gave him, both in 

Dur and Thoughts. I by, conſider 
—_— knew the alt and 
"bf Monarchs; and now think you 
ie faine Man an unhappy Lazar, in the loweſt 
reuttltanecs of Human Nature itſelf, wich- 
| but regard to the State from whence he is fal- 
En. I write from his Bed fide : He is at pre- 
fent in u Slumber. I baye many, many Things 
to add, but my Tears flow | 


ſee © 


RT 1 i 4 4 
LETTER CCLAVIL 9 4 
| DION ung. 5 2 
8. Cor, Sept. 4 1716. "4 
Wr 1156 have we met with! No. 
thing now remains but to ſubmit to Pro- 
vidence. i The King has died the Death of the 
Righteous, and, as the wiſe Min ſays, full o. 
Days. I ſhall not long ſurvive him: What 
Hleaſure can I from henceforth find in this: | 
World t and how can I behold the Proſpect of 
the Calamities that threaten the Kingdom ? My- 
Heart longs to meet in Heaven that noble and 
pure Soul, with which it bas been ſo long 
delighted ; for I thould look u upon 1 It as a Crime 
to heſitate 4 Moment Jhether God has been. 2 
merciful to him. Let us think of following him: 
Happy, if we perform that terrible Paſſage with. 8 
a Part only of his Fortitude, I beg you woul® _ 


get ſeventy three Maſſes faid at the Church of : 
__—_— # MRI 3 $10X _ | FE: 5 4 


raren ccLX VII 
'To whe Lane. 1 bt my” | 


e 5 yy l * ee . 171, : 

* +44 W * | 
* [arg ns On the Evening, "ll 
of our Return from Mar, the King was ſo. 
2 "in 3 | weak, 4 


5 1 it was with Didiculty be crape 13 


* e o him, and he ſearched. in before 


q 5 


Cloſet to his 


Praying Dek. Two Days aſter 
he appeared to me ſi fat ſpant, that Ino longer 


| doubted of his. Death,: talked to him of God z 
| he. readily liſtened to me, and put me ſeveral 


Deren. Lenter- 
next Day, diſpatebes ſos Buſineſs with, Al, 
Kaif, But whether Apglication had fatigued 
him, or his Diſtemper was come to, Ctiſia, 
he fainted away. Twas greatly alarmed: at it, 
vered from his fainting, I propoſed to him to 
receive the Sacraments to which he anſweted, 
Tie rathex tog ſoon, I. find myſelf. well 


| © enough,” I replied to him, chat at all tie 
| it wag a wiſe Precaution ; that we could never 
de too early, in beſeeching God to, pardon our 
FE Offences. —Putting bim in mind of ſome of 
dis Actions, which I. bad been Eye Witnehs af, 
baue ſaid to me, You do me a Piece of Service, 
_ © I thank you for it. He confeſſed himſelf; and 


I uſed my utmoſt Endeavours to put on that 
Fortitude I ſo much admired in him: My chief 


Ceare was to refrain from weeping ; and as oſten 
. 2 Tears ready ta drop, I withdrew 


for a Moment.—He, called, for, his Caſket, 1 


- 
' Mme; 
- » 


\ 


62 » b 
ne; finding me L ef they * * 
Marli, * Theſe, aid be, are Paper of very little 
Conſequence, no bad Uſe can be made or 
them ; then taking up another Paper, he 
added, Let us burn this it might oecafion © 
He found a. Chaplet, which he gave me, ſaying, 
keep me always in Remembrance. 'The 
Cardinal de. Rohan gave bim the Viaticum ss 
aſter which, he ſaid, ] have lived a great many } 
_ © Years, but very few of them have been ſpent 
© in God's Service.”—He ſent for the Royal Fa- 
and Unity to you.” The 25th, though he hass 
no Fever, he wasexceſfively thirſty : 1 gave him 
Drink three ſeveral times. M. Fagon no longer 
doubted that the Gangrene was got into his 
Leg; be whiſpered me that it had penetrated © 
to the Bone; and that there were no more 
Hopes: I paſſed the Night by his Bed- ſide; A 7 
talked with him about his ſpiritual Concert 
He told me that he had but three Things to ger: 
proach himſelf with, and that God's Mergies 
were ſtill greater than his Sins. The next Day 3 
. Marethal” made two Inciſions with a Lancet; | 
* the King felt nothing, but fainted away. The. | 
Phbyßdians ſeeing him ſo reſolute and ucon- | 
ere conſulted about eutting off his, 

- N + 
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t 
ö M. Fugen would not propoſe it to him; 1 wok 
upon me to do ſo z upon which he faid to them, 
Do you think to fave my Life by it? Mare- 
dual anſwered: there was but little Probability of 
23+ If-0g/faid the King, it is needleſs to put 
tna to fo much Pain. After this turning to the 
other Side, where the Marſhal dr Villeroy ſtood, 
he reached out his Hand to him; and faid, 
Adieu my Friend, we muſt part. The Car- 
dial d Robunm and Father Le Tellier came in; he 
nad a long Conference with them; I withdrew | 
to gzive free Vent to my Tears, and I heard only 
- theſe Words upon entering the Room again, 
„ ou'll anſwer for it enen 25 
rer — — 2 a 
and ſaĩd to the. Duke du Maine, Take Care . 
_ 4 bf his Education; be as ſtrongly attached to 
him as you have been to me. He then dea 
fired the Duke of Bourbon and the Prince of 
phin having dran near, he gave him his Bleſſ- 
intz and faid to him.' My s Son, youll ſoon 
be 's ae" Lingy be 4 good "Chriſtian 3 
15 1 Ws <6667 
N55 . Forage va "this Sp oh bs, much the. ſame 
Words; and adds, © Lewis XV. has always prefer d. 
in Writing, at the Head of his Bed, the remarkable 
_ Words this Monarch ſaid to him, holding him be- 
Fe he lay gd Age of a V. | 


9 5 9 1 
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N Cave 

© follow not af Eee i regard & War 
but endeavour to live in Peace with your” _ 
© Neighbours: Render to God what you: owe 
to him; follow always" the moſt moderate 
<. Coutiſels'; endeavour to reduce the Taxes,” 

© and do what I unhappily have not been able to 
« Jo myſelf The Dauphin having withrawn,' . 
ne ordered him to be called in again, embraced*  - 
im with Tears in his Eyes, and added, Take 
© notice, my Son; of all I have been ſaying to 
„you, as my laſt Preceſts; and let theſe Coun-'- 
_ © els fink deep into your Mind Remember 
© that Kings die like other Men“-He e 
adieu three times: The firſt time, he aſſured 
me, that he regretted nothing but parting from 
me; but, added he, with a Sigh, © we ſhall ſoon 


west again Fentreated him to turn his Thoughts 


toward God only. The ſetond time he aſked! 
my Pardon for not having lived with me ſo 'well' 
as he ought, and for not having made me happy; = 
but that he had always loved and eſteemed mm. 
He deſired me to take notice if the” Attetidants' 2 
did not liſten: However, added he, © 
<: will ever be ſurprized that I give why to Ten-! © 
„ dernefs. with you.“ At the third Adieu, e 

| faid-to me, What will become of you yo, 
_ left deſtitute?” I exhorted him to mind 
nothing but "God ; but relecking aftetwarde, , © 
that 1 could not tell how: the Princes might« 
V 
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Ce) 5 
treat me, 1 deſtred bim to recommend. me to 
the Duke of * Orleans. He accordingly called 
the Duke, and faid to him, * My Nephew, 
_ ©. I recommend Madame de Maiiutern: to your 
Cite: You know what Eſfeem and Regird | 
© I have; always: bod for hex z the never gave me 
4; boning «lwaye followed} thee: She has been 
þ *. uſeful to me in all Reſpects, and chiefly in 
en 19, God, and labouring for my 
„Salvation. Grant her whatever ſhe may aſk 
Jou, whether it be for herſelf, on for her Re- 

6, lations. and Friends ;{be'll make no Abuſe 
Jof it: Let her apply directly to yourſelſ. The 
30th, be ſaid to me, Vou muſt needs have a. 
great deal of Courage to, be always preſent at 
© ſuch. a-SpeAtacle.”; When, J found, he bad 

| loſt all Sent, that I-youlg be of no. farther der- 
wies te him, and mv no longer able to idle. 
my _Grich, I reſolved. to zaire! to this Place. 
In aerger to avoid the People's Reflections on 
| ot party — 


3 


= 
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; HE E 
E accept of no more a9 an anaga] of 
| Livres.” She died in 171 wed. * 5 
N che Death of the 


L Hf — 


= e eee ee 4 
Thing of. God but his eternal Happineſs, and 
that I was going to ſhut myſelf up with: my 
Children. At my Arrival 1 found the Commus 
nity aſſembled to reteiue me, and at the rt 
of the young Ladies I could: not refrain from 
: Tears : Behold how many fatherleſs Childrep 
aro here, ſaid L to the Archbiſhop of Raven and 
the Biſhop of Chartres, who inſiſted on waiting 
AN ny ee eee 
bern ag ie s ©. *. ®, 
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* „„The Princetold 
me, u he entered my Apartment, that he wWas 
come to give me Aſſurances of all the RSR I 
| could deſire. I ws going to return bim Thais, 
but he interrupted me, ſaying, that he didn» 


thing but his Duty; and that I knew What ae 
| been preſcribed to him, 1 anſwered him, that T 


perceived with extreme Pleaſure, by the Viſit 
be made me, the Reſpect he preſerved for the 
_ late King. That Reaſon alone, replied he, 


2 TORI Regent of the Kingdom, | 
Meir __ would 


MO +. received it, and after ſurrendering him the 

regel Authority, enjoy the Tranquility and 
. Honour I may have acquired, I told him that 
4 Deſiei was much worthier of himſelf than that 
E- af: xvignings which ſome People charged him 
with, Had L the Misfortune to loſe the young 
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| 12583 
-< -woald have obliged me, a eee 


— 


Eſteem I have for you; I have taken Mea- 
 *:ifures'for:ſecuring to you what the King al- 
lowed} you out of the Coffer.“ I anſwer' d, 
- that I did not at all deſire that Sum, andl that it 
was too much, conſidering the Condition the. 


| , Fitnahces were in. It is a Trifle, faid he; it 
n true; however, that the Finances are ex. 
8 */ tremely diſordered.” I told him 1 would em- 


that'Sum- in good Works, and getting 


Prayers ſaid for him. © have great need of 
„ anſwered he, and begin already to feel 


* the Burthen that is laid on me. I aſſured 
him that he would find it heavier hereafter. 

4 have, ſaid he, no other Object in View, 
„than to deliver up to the young King his 
5 Kingdom in a better Condition than Low - 


King, replied he, could I reign. in Peace? 


+ Spain P. No, ſaid I to him, I will never be- 


ſieve all the Reports that are ſpread to your Pre- 


; turn long — made me ac- 


da Viſit, wünout the leaſt Regard to the 


A | quainted ; 
5 — 7 * (= 


— 


2 Sbonud 1 not be engaged in a War witng 


£3. 5 mm . 
. Malice of Mankind; I have | 
nothing elſe to do now but confine myſelf 
within the Obligation of the BenefaQtion you give 
me Aſſurances of (The MS. deficient ). I engage 
upon Honour, ſays he, to-break off all Correſpon- 
dence with Spain.—T ſhall lay afide all Thoughts 
of public Affairs, and content myſelf with pray 

for the Proſperity of France. He again made 
me Proteſtations of his Kindneſs to me and to 
St. Cyr, and deſired that I would always apply - 
directly to himſelf. He then called for the La- 
dies of the Community, and thus -addrefled - 
them; © Ladies, I have ſent for you, to aſſure 
« you of the Protection you Il always meet with 
from me: The King recommended you to 
me, and that is ſufficient : JI am no . 
8 to the Merit of a Houſe ſo uſeful to all the No- 
© blefle: You may addrefs yourſelves" to me 


= « whenever you ſee Occaſion : I am come to 


« affure- you of it in Perſon, and to commend 
en that God may give me 

* Strengzh,"to bear the heavy Burthen laid on 
© me.” Madame came alſo to viſit me towards 


Evening, and gave me Notice of the intended ; 
Viſits of the Ducheſs of Berry, and the 


of Orleans,” for which I ſent them my Thanks, 


with a Requeſt not to come, that 1 N in⸗ 
dulge my Grief in Solitude, | Pu 


vw 8 Gt 2. 


„ 


_  God'to bleſs this Retirement, which ſhall 5 
| ſhe. - fh ber Deam. 


dein eum, Cc. 1155 
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fi LETTER CCLAX: 
=, n of Maintenon. n 


| 2 25 1 £4 Sept. 8, 2316. 


eee what be 
bas deprived us of. I am no longer to be 


» depended upon; I can be of no farther Service. 


I ſhall no more ſtir out of dt. Cyr. Pray to 


V ET T E R CCLAXE. |. 
mY TINY ee ann 6 
Sept. 11, 1718. 
. e l ej tn ſmitten us. 1 
eee as bappy 
33, mine. I. have ſeen the King die like a Saint 


and a Hero; have quitted. the World, for which = 
I bad no Reliſh ; and am in the moſt agreeable 


Retirement. en 1 en 


rn Oel xxn. 1 
end vi Fagon. . 21 


HAVE "RL told, Sir, that you have retired, 
to the ® King's Garden: Nothing is more 


A Houſe and Garden in Paris, maintained by, 
the Government, where Lectures are mace erat in 


mY . &c, 
ſuitable - 


% 


honeſt of Men, which you may find in your Son. 


* 


ſuitable 3 11 I con- 
jure you-to-live- from henceforth only for- your- 
ſelf, and enjoy the Company of one of the moſt 


M Retreat is pleaſant: I ſaw the King die 
Uke a Saint; the Thing I ever wiſhed for. 1 


haue forſaken the World, which you know Þ 


had no great Love for. My Life will be ort: 
Jain ſcarcely to be pitied; it ie OO 


have a King Wr Ms an en 


* * * 
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ry LET 1B R cclx xl. 
To M. & Aubigns, 4rcbliſbep of Room, 


5 36 a4 # Mi 


Al apprehenſive of Pride, my Lord, when 
I recollecꝭ all the Bleflings God has beſtowed 


on me; and I dread Ingratitude, in nut acknow< 


Jaun ente Hering. „ ban any 


ledging, with thouſands of Thanks, the Hand 


chat ſupports me, and renders me almoſt inſen- 


ſible of my Loſs and of my Fill. Don't write 
to me without dropping in ſome Exhortatiog: 
mee. to! 4 


* — | * - * 7 am * % +, * . "ti * * 7 * 2 — 7 
amt el it fol no hey oe add action nog 
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E R Seri. 
To Madane de Caylus. 

A ee 1713. 
Tag erer onc Alnnag fra. 4 
T have amaſſed more Riches, I find, than 1 

© thought myſelf Miſtreſs of. You'll" receive a 
black Bag, in which are ſome Things that may 
de acceptable to your Children: I have added 
to it two ſmall Trunks which you'll ſct'a great 
Value on.  AsTalways tack a little Avarice to 
my lities, you ſhall make mie a Preſent of 
a Silver Bell to lie upon my Table.” However 
T'may have been accuſtomed to good Attendance, 
I was never ſo expeditiouſly ſerved as here; yet 

| Iforefee the Bell) will be _uſeful,to: me. My 
TIER Une 84 0 
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ö e eee eee 
Con and fe me, but come wktour: At 

tendants and withqut Noiſe. It. is very 
happy for me that I can end my Days in ſo fine 
2 a Retreat T riſe at Six, go to Maſs at Seven, 
and ſometimes. aſſiſt at the Exerciſes and at the 
| Recreations.of the Ladies, whom Taye defired - 
| SH ms Notice when they ſhall pereivs cs | 
TOPS, 9 done Te muſt be confeſſed, that 


& 


it 


, 


( 281) 
it is very honourable to live long: It is 


thought no leſs chan an Elogium — 
She yet reaſons well ; ſhe fill writes with a fla 


Hand. This 7 tu pk EEE" mT 
, ere eee 25 (Aſs © : 


LETTER cc I. 
ky 1 a ag, 6 pe e Fog Noa eng 
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honeſt Man is at no great Diſtance fr 

God; he need only take bim for the Object _ 
and the End of all his Actions} it is not at all 
neceſſary for us to be for ever in a Church,” For 
the reſt, Tthink you extremely happy in ths Com: 
pany of a'Son' that loves you” tenderly. © T'have © 
| been told you are melancholy : Shake it off, 
my dear Niece ; Sorrow bees unique of 
World, nor for the next. I have ſeen the Duke 
| de Noailles, and I have deſired him, and very fin- 


cerely too, not to be haſty in paying me another 


Viſit ; for Viſits do me much Harm, in putting 
me in mind of what I am endeavouring to for- 
get: They bring back to me all the Bitterneſss 


of the Court. Our Cardinal, who is no longer 
n, een n 
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IN Fil, / 4 Ville : He is 

more dejefted than ever, and really much to 
be pied; ; for he has nothing to afford him Com- 
fort: God will, perhaps, touch bis Heart by 
Cote and Misfortunes. The. Small -pox 5 
rife here ; I thall be as ſolitary as. deſire. I 
keene dien d Buſineby in order, to. ſhut 
myſelf up; I write, L weep, I make up Pa» 
| Quets, and. ſeck, for Employment, I had the 
_ - Courage ſome Days ago to lock again at tho 
P 


Pietz induce ms to believe, that you will not be 
arma en 


LET" T. ER COLXXVINL . 


er eee Wei 
n tn <font 15 NEPM 
— new Fear to you, 

n dear Niece : I wiſh you an Encreaſe 


e e, 


— and: of Healthy 
theſe I take to be the greateſt Bleflings. I am 
in Fear for the Duke du Majne; bis great Deme- 
"i in in bare been too much beloved 1 
; | ing. 


-— 


him ; your Attachment to his Perſon and your 2 


— 


rere, 
Err 
F 7 * e rr 


| 146). 15 
Fieg 1; can more gaſily bear the Iagratitude 
of ſame. and the, Forgerfulnels. of herb, m 
the particular Friendſhip) which de  hexn mes. 
that Prince redoubles his for-me 31 10, thats by 


_ intereſting myſelf in the, Concerns: of a certain. - 
Number of Perſons, 1 am ever ready to ſhare in 


him, by telling him, that we muſt no 
build upon what: was done by the King: T 
de ten all co tas ber . G. 


min Rin; * * + to. N a * 

LETTER CNN. 7 

u A es Madame 
dee 1 k 56 

Jen. 14 = 

ys Duke ds Maine. en to Extremi». 


ties: You know: what his Crime is: They 
countexſeir an Apprehenſion of, ſome deſperate = 
Step. M. 4 Argenſon is recompenſed. I tell 
you again, it would be right to ſpend your lei« 
ſure Hours in writing your Life: It will de 
read with- Pleafure,, and be very ediſying: Ac 
Gooſciences, ſo tender as your's, bought to loo 
upon it as a Duty to prevent the Falſties NhiEe 
Hiſtorians, taking their Inſormat ion from your 


1 J 
f * — 


 their- A Ans without pattaking. theirlPlea- 
ſures. The Archbiſhop of : Regen has given me 
an Account of his Troubles : They daily inſult 


. 


is TY) 
the pureſt Virtue inf w e aint Gl 
| Archbiſhop/; is the Opinion bebe Marty 


"ſs mine, and conſequently the Voice bf the 
NA e Ni Ren 


+ 4 
S 4.44 F 


£21 33393 * DES 
LE T T E R \CCLXXX. 1 
Jan. 10% fies 
[Irons tre rss; Hlorified God, by mak. 
*. ing known all that he has done for me, but 
it's now impoſſible: I have burnt all the Mate- 
rials, and am thereſ ore incapable perhaps happily: | 
of proying any thing. My Life abounding with 
Effects of Pro 9 indeed be àgree- 
able to thoſe who love God, but totally infipid 
to ſuch as would expect Intrigues and public 
Events in it, and then find themſelves diſap- 
pointed. Such a Life is not made for this Age: 
Would it be believed, that in the Time of 
Splendor and Credit I never thought of "myſelf, 
and was in high Favour only for the Good of 
ethers? That when I thought myſelf obliged to 
it, I have given Counſel againſt a Friend, 
and beggd a Favour for an Enemy? If the 


3 


World would ee e ede Aan 


could they, that love Books of Entertainment 
only, find in peruſing ſuch Things? I look 


3 oe r 


1 4 


— * b 
. , 
F -_—_ 


* 


4 1 
1 was born impatient, and that the Küng ever 9 
perceived it, even when I found myſelf wound 
up to the higheſt Pitch, and ready to quit elle l 
was born of an open, ingenuous Diſpoſition, 
and it has been my Fate for ever to diſſemble. 
During my firſt Years of Favour, I was'exce(- 
ſively nettled when the King did not grant mie 
all that I aſked him for my Relations; my Cu- 
om was to weep when alone; and as ſoon as 
the King entered the Chamber to cheer up my 
Countenance, and ſeem to be well pleased. Mx 
Deſign, from the Beginning, was to reſcue him 
out of the Hands of Women, and give 'bim'to 
_ God, It would bave been impoſſible to have 
Iven at Court, in order to ſanctify the King, 
and go ſuffer, when he ran counter to me. Judge 
then, whether the peruſal of theſe Things would 


prove an Amuſement: I ſhall not therefore write 
my Life, ſince I ought not to conceal the Worx - 


. ee eee ER; | 

Err Lenka l 

LETTER CL 

To Mademe de . 7 

Feb. Iz 2 5 TE 
wetneres my dear Niece, is it 
at * . 


M 
. 2 15 
1 
* 


N 


g — make a Change in us?" Ti 
| Meral de Filrrey has wrote to me in 9 
| Indore wagie thun chat of Racine, nay, more than 
thut of Bunge Pierre, L hope my Penſion will 
ee, ever, be not uneaf) about me: 
Alnintenen is Hulliciens co Keeß me from ſtarvisz. 
Mataune vr: Milt I fund is reduced; God be 
ptaiſed' I ſay it condial a devout 'Folks | 
-uſually do, but: not with chat Unconcern. The 
Jitzle Phraſe, of Dengedic bas pleaſed me- N 
y Pleaſure now bp that of keeping up a Cot- 
enen nee with thoſe that lose be Kas Te 
auch mort pleaſant than hedrivg of the Inga 
* titude of Courtiers- Adieu iny dear Niece; 
live betimes lik dn od Womat' as I have dene, 
g en porn s ft A263 23 ar 1 0 


ee on. 


. e Ae 
r 1:34 5201421 3466 Adapt 


* 79 25 of Rok ib M. J e 
I in Body and E , 
iled by 


urns; 
; For * or the 
| pion Cauſe! 4 Apprebentve tie Cardinal de | 
ben will "deſert them. I ſhall pity Made- 
See oi A elke ber Moder! NI 
er pin cler und 12 
_ Expences; 


* * ww 
93 1 N F 
4 22 * * * _ 
S - 
5 9 


„„ 
bees; t nothing but Vanlty tag -midlees 
us wiſh for ſo many Things: A plenty of Ne. | 
cellaries is contained Within a an . Þ 

paſs. Get me [a black Robe; let it be made | 
like a Sack ; I can bear either Plaits nor Bir. © 
| 

| 


— 


- 


le, Lam fo fell away. Within this Formight 
M. Dangeau has wrote: me d few: Words in 4 
Vr igallant Strain. It was a long while fneeT — 
think myſelf happy however in their being good 
enough to write to ꝓou ſo frequently. as Luta 
| B Duet 344: ho Bal 

LETTER ci NK. 

20 Do be fame. — vi S 4 
a — a = 1 Sept. 1716. | 
V not ipent ſo agreeably h BE 
Madame Dangeau and We 
Day: Bie entered into a long Fechirciffemeng . 
about Janſeniſm; according to her there is non 
fack Thing 25 Janſenifm ; 4s oilly « Pere 

ade 'ufe of to perſecute very honeſt People, 
whoſe/Mota!s are irreptoachable: The BE ; 
berween the Cardinale de Roben and Naailles was 
tive forg6e:* All thoſe, "Whom we call the ſaung 
Bitty, were willing to plecte the King ſos air 
on hien, ab6 dar Paier was amply And 
 Farkly diſcuffed on both Sides. Dont 4 | 
this Diſpute has ocealigned-the.Jeaſt-Qukineſs 

et Si len between 


>a 


d iÞ 


i Aus that his Project was rejected by the 


7JJ7ͤö; mri a ob 
Eh (48s) 


N . 


. I am fo well perſuaded that 
' Requeſts would be politely heard, and n. 


— 


* wad. N 2 p (2 4 * ä 4 n 7 7 "LY — — 
, - = * A N : * _— * # "x; 
* 4 — * 4 on E * 4 Ax. 7 TI Xx * 
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a 1 anſwered her with arent Cali 


. neſs ; and ſhe expreſſed ſo much Tenderneſs for 
me, that it was impoſſible not to be affected 


with it. I cannot conceive how ſhe ſhould 
have n Friendſhip for a 


Paſlion, but thoſe-of Pity, Diſguit and Sorrow. 
You are warmer than I on the Article of Janſe- 


- niſm z but I pardon you, for we ought to ſuffer 


every one to have his own Way of thinking: It 
is true, Uniformity in Sentiments contributes 
3 ͤ ail 


LETTER COLIXKIV. 
ASTOR To the 4 
e 16. 


Von ue - believe that I am a Sufferer 
bythe Chamber of Juſtice; yet is it true, for 


"Yam plagued with a Multitude of Petitioners, 


begging . Recommendations to the Duke de 
— 
with Indifference, that I give every body a De- 


nial. The Duke du Maine avers, that that 
* Engliman has neither Honour, Religion, 


of Statland. nnn 


1 Lows See . 


Nes ; = ' 


| ( 9) 
are going to ruin "France. Alas! The King 
was thinking, a Month before he died, of 
nothing but caſing the People, and enriching 
n *r 

IL ET TER CLXXXV. 
| To the ſame. 


Tr Biſhop of # Frejvs has paid me a Viſit : 

The Affairs now on the Carpet are of ſo 
| different a Nature from thoſe of former Times, 
that I cannot ar our Converſation was pleaſant; 
however, it is aprecable to converſe with him. 
The Stories I hear make me ſo melancholy, that 
I could even return to America, did not my Age 
forbid \it. How many extraordinary Things 
havel ſeen! The Ducheſs of Burgundy obtained 
every thing by her Tears, and by ſuch Ways as 
would have occaſioned the Fall of any other, 


Madame de Monteſpun had ſix Mice harneſſed to 


A little Coach of Filligree, and ſuffered them 
to bite her fine Hands: She kept Pigs and Goats 


under painted and gilt Ceilings: And the King 26 


Would ſhew her to his Miniſters as a Child; 
yet the knew the Secrets of State, and gave 
-Counſel, ſometimes good, ſometimes bad, as 


"her Paſfions guided her. Adieu; you have „ 


Seat Reaſon to n an jrreconcileable Hatred 


; * ® 'Þ from 
— Cardinal & Fly 


\ 


F 

| ws tha Party: They know what they hows 
loſt in loſing you. I fancy the Papers found upon 
Father Queſuel are in the Hands of the Jeſuits; 
It was from them that the King received them 
by a few Sheets at a Time: r 
in e dem. * 


'LETT ER XXI. 
Lo te fame. b 
| Moy, 14. 1717. 

1 t. always be cherte; this is what 

> my Heart anſwers you: But Reaſon tells 

| you, that far from multiplying your Viſits, you - 
are to forbear them to one, who ſhould now 
be forgotten, and made to forget every thing 
that i is not agreeable to me. I have thought 
more than once of the Removal of your Son the 


Chevalier. You know it is my Misfortune to 
be no Stranger to the Senſations of a Mother: 


' You have Mortifications : I am much afraid the 


| Remainder of our Lives will not prove more 


comfortable. We pay. dearly for the Pleaſures 
and iddineſs of Youth. I find, in reviewing 


my Life, that ſince the Age of thirty-two, which 


| was the Beginning of my Fortune, I have not 
been a Mo ent , without ſome Uneaſineſs, and 


jeu ; 1 a regard Telemachu, 


Next 


\ 


- 


** 


Next Wedneſday 


(291). be, 
we'll talk of the Cans lily 
ſeems to be a great Man, at leaſt ever ſince he 


| enquir'd aſter $67 Health. 


LETTER CCLAXXVIL | 
To the ON . 


2 12, 177. 


| | Pail difer the Mart 4. Villeray's Cha- 


racter, in the Application he has made to the 
Duke of Orleans without letting you know any 


thing of it: He did the ſame for me at the 
Death of the Queen Mother: He begg d of the 

King a Penſion, though he had ſcarcely ever 
ſpoke to me. He has juſt wrote to me in a 


very tragic Stile on the Affairs of the Times. 
I ſhould be glad to be the third Perſon in Com- 


pany when you are weeping with Madame de 


_ Chevreuſe : Her Tears are very ſincere, and ſhe 
has great Reaſon to mourn. How will M. de 
Dangeau, who finds fault with nothing, get 
clear of the preſent State of the World? God 


| has highly favour” d Fo in giving | you | a Reliſh | 


> 
„ a * 4 ? 
F 
* 


for Solitude; for you are naturally fit for the 
World, I mean that World I was formerly 


| acquainted with. *Tis not the only Bleffing 
you have received, I know no. one that owes ſo 


many Acknowledgments. God grant that the 


Repreſentation of Athaliah may produce ſome 
20 * Convertions! 5 


4 


ut 4 . 
n J 1 Wa is the Encft piece 1 
ever far. I am ſurprized that che Cardinal de 
Noailles does not oppoſe its being ated by 


Comedians: You may well ſuppoſe chat this is 
eee e att 


LETTER CCLXXXVIIL 


a aeg be- | 4 
1 vn tut to inquire about your Health; 
and this Moment a Meſſenger acquaints me, 
that the Czar intends to he here in the Afternoon, 
if T have no Objection to it. I did not dare to 
| Aanfwer in the Negative; and I will wait for 
dim on my Bed: Tknow not whether we are to 
receive him with Ceremony, nor if he is for 
Feeing the whole Houſe, #' „ „ „ * * 
MS SG „ „ „ * „ „ * 
„ „* „ „ „ „ „ „ % 
At ſeven in the Evening he arrived; he ſat down 
by my Bed's-Side, and aſked me by an Inter- 
preter whether I was ſick? I faid that I was; 


— 


* 


Fune In, 177. 


ny © * «4 — 
- 


he aſked what my Ailment might be; I an- 


\fwered,; great Age and a pretty weak Conftitu- 
tion. He knew not what to reply, and his In- 
*terpreter ſeemed not to underſtand me. His 
Viſit was very ſhort ; he cauſed the Curtain to 
* Bed's- * to have a 


Peep 


reep at me: And vol allow thay it muſt have, 
* him a mighty Satisfaction. 
LETTER CCLXXXIX:\ 
© aan {3 


Mo. 17 17. 
1 Should be very ſorry to be obliged to blot out 
the Cardinal de Raban from the Liſt of thoſe 
L eſteem: It is already a very ſhort one. I ſhall. 
be much ſurprized, if the * CardinaPs Accep- 
tance contents the Pope. Tis pity we ſhould 
ſo late improve our Minds! I ſhould have ſpared. 
_ myſelf great Trouble, had I known every ding | 
that Kings and Popes can do. Methinks it is 
dangerous to remain where we are; 3 
will not do the Buſineſs :- What has heen deng 
would redound to the Credit of our Biſhops, if 


| _- they make an End of the Work; and will be 


conſtrued as Weakneſs, if they don't, Tis my 
. 3 perhaps N the N of a Wo | 
2 


5 LETTER CHC 
To the ſame. £49! 
| March 10, 1 


AM 1 aſhamed that I have not here 
the Contract of my Grandfather : * m 


. Cundinal Noaills, who for a long Time op- 0. | 
ane Unigenitus. i 
A needs — 


I 


* 
* 


0 5 
needs have left it among the Writings of my 
Eſtate of Maintenon. It is ridicutous enough 
in me to have always lived in that Carcleſineſs 
about Things that perſonally concern me. The 
© Superior of Saint Cyr, who is warmer than I 'on 
| this Head, has brought me to the Proofs ex- 


hibited for my Brother. They are as reſplen- 


dent as the Sun; but I look upon them as a 


Work of Flattery made for a Perſon in high Fa- 


vour, I have extracted nothing from it, but 


the Date of my Grandfather's Contract, which 
is as follows. Marriage Contract between 
6 Theodere Agrippa d Aubignt, Eſquire, Lord of 
Landes, Guillemer, and Chailleu, Equerry to the 


© King of Navarre, and Gentlemen in ordinary 
© of his Bed Chamber, Son of Jobn 4 "Aubignt, 

k q Lord of Riz, and of Dame Catherine de PEfang, Z 
© with Damoiſelle Suſanna de Lezay, Daughter 


« © of the Noble and Puiſſant Lord Ambroſe de 


© Lezay, and of Damoiſelle Rintie d: Vivonne. : 


| Never have I yet had ſo much Trouble about 


my Nobleſſe, as in copying all this. This Con- 
=. tract is of the 6th June 1 583, received by Vaſſe | 
| * „ Se. 


Fd * : 
0 © . * 
L E I 28 
< 
dy , * 
- * 
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LETTER ccxcl. 
To the Marchioneſs de 


I Never doubted of the Succeſs of this Afair, 
though my + Niece is very young. It 
would have been difficult for M. I Armagnac to 
have found more Riches and . - The 
| Survivorſhip, the Brevet of Retainer, the im- 
menſe Dowry, all put together, are rare Things 
in theſe Days. The Duke of Orleans has done 
more than the King himſelf would have done: 
At leaſt I durſt not have carried my Hopes ſo 
high. My Timidity has ſpoiled many Things, 
and my Diſcretion has often been the Cauſe of 
my doing Service by Halves. Had I known the 
full Extent of my Power, ] might, perhaps, have, | 


made ap Abuſe of it; and had the King liſtened | 
to me leſs, I ſhould, perhaps, have been more 


important. The Biſhop of Frejus has wrote me 
a congratulatory Letter, which does him ftill 
more Honour than it gives me Pleaſure. I con- 
ceive how joyful the Cardinal muſt be :, All this 
Affair is his Work. The Abbe, de Lorraine i: 
"nat the Man he wants. Formerly they thought 


ſo. In our Days the Houſes of the Grandees | 


a, Mademoiſelle 4. Noailles, Daughter of the 
Duke de Noailles, and of Mademoiſelle de: Aubigne 5; 
married Prince Charles of Lorraine, Son of M. de 
Armagnac: She was not yet thirteen Vears old. 5 

24 O 4 py | | are | 


1255 * 
are like thoſe of Sovereign Princes. I have ſeen 
| the Birth of all theſe Contradictions. 4 


LETTER CCEXCIL. 


To the ſame. © 
go: then, neither Forms of Juſtice nor Ties 
of Blood are any longer regarded The late 
King was miſtaken, in fancying Men were 
leſs wicked than they are ! It was in order to 
prevent all that they are now doing againſt the 
Duke du Maine and the Count of Toulouze, that 
| He matched their Siſters with the * three 
© Branches. He thought by that to ſecure their 
 - Rank, and attach them for ever to the Tree of 
the Bourbon. What will the Ducheſs of Berry 
do? There would be no room to heſitate, if ſhe 
Was willing to acquire Glory. To ſay that the 
Parliament acts in this Caſe only thro Com- 
plaiſance or Fear, is groſly impoſing upon the 
whole World. The Right of Suceeffion is too 
diſtant a Right; it was granted only in order 
the better to ſecure the Right of the legitimate 
Princes. In ſhort, that Petition is ſcandalous. 
The Memorial of our Princes is very energic- 
I don't ſee what Anſwer can be made to it ; but 
ought I not to recollect, that now-a-days no- 
| thing is done according to the Rules of Reaſon 
* and Juſtice ? Mieten be God? His Will be done. 
Orlen, E * 
Or cans, is e an L E 1. 


> — 


r 


LETTER ccm. 


To the Marchioneſs . 

bf 1718. 
| Tarr il dwell upon Father le Teller, as 
if every thing he did was a Crime. You 

| Know I never liked him; yet I am really con- 


cerned to ſee them lay Things to his Charge in 


| which he never had any hand. The IIl- enclined 


make uſe of his Name, in order to render the 

found Doctrine odious, and vilify all the Mea- 
ſuxes that have been taken to ſupport it. The 
Reſolutions of the Aſſembly. were very juſt. 
Every thing that weakens or invalidates them, 
tends to Schiſm and Rebellion. Yeu 2 


how many Perſons I have in that Party that are 
dear to me; judge then what a Mortification it 
- would be to protest eee 


Ert. 
LETTER, cc . 


e To the ſame: wy 
| — au : 


Conduct of the C. de N. gives me a great 
deal of Uneaſineſs. 
he ſo often promiſed me, does not agree with: 
his irreſolute Temper... But- why did-be een, 


_ * The Cardinal & No 11 probably, ben the 


d'Uxelles does not- ſurprize me; but t 


0s _ my 


NI wo 


(29860) 2 
me? After Ks tried every Expedient, he 

will perhaps return at laſt of his own accord 
to the only one that can reſtore Peace to the 
State and to the Church. We have ſeen one 
another again with all the Demonſtrations of 
our former Friendſhip, without ſtifling in our 
Hearts the Complaints we owed each other for 
Interruption's Sake. I like M. de Villars ex- 
ceedingly, for not concerning himſelf with theſe 
Iniquities I could only wiſh that he did through 
2 what he does from Prudence. T never 
was more ſenſible of the Decay of my Senſes : 
It gives me no Uneaſineſs: What does it ſig- 
nify, whether all Things be in Order or Con- 
. when we have but few Days to live? 


"LETTER COXCV. 


To the ſame. 
AM very 990 to haye no good News to tell 
you of Mademoiſelle de Baſſigny : She is ſtill 
in the fame Condition: I very heartily com- 
miſerate it, and am concerned at all your Trou- 
blies. Offer them up to God, my dear Marchi- 
oneſs: He alone can make us amends for them, 
And at our Years it is Time to be ſenſible of the 
— and Emptineſs of human Things. M. de 
Villeroy would do better to quit a Country 
Which he is not made far: He is too virtuous | 
, » * Meaning the Court, h An 
Ag . 


1 


L 2 
2 
— FEY 


| . | 
for it. He is much grieved, but has not Reſos 


lution to break; looſe, and comforts himſelf in 
his preſent Diſgrace by the Remembrance of his 
paſt Credit. For my Part, I. cannot in my 
whole Life recolle& any Scenes of Pleaſure ſo 
exquiſite as my preſent. AfiQtions are bitter; 
and all my Conſolation centers in the Expectae 
tion of that laſt Hour, which will ſoon come 
and put a Period to all my Joys and all * 

fen We 4 


bo E — T ER CCXCVI. , 
| To the ſame. e 


| Am theſe Diſorders: rack me, 1 if God 
| does not give me more Patience under 


them, I ſhall not die of old Age. The Cui ,, 


de Rohan has deceived me more than all the reſt: 
I anſwered for him to the late King, but he has 


| doubtleſs forgot upon what Conditions. The 


- fitude to extricate themſelves | I ſhall write ns 


Ducheſs du Maine writes to me in à Strain that 


excites Compaſſion : I receive no Intelligente 1 
from the Count of Toulouze - However uncallyy © 


I may be, I am very glad of that prudent Con- 


duct. M. de Tei has made me 2 Viſit. It ig 


very melancholy to diſcourſe with Men fully 
ſenſible of their Miſery, and who want For- 


more to you, for the Dead write: got, and I 
reckon myſelf amongſt them. The Breath f 
An gone. I is high Time to die. 


7 S « - - thy bs _—. 
* * Fs 2 * 4 ** 


( 
| Why wolle 1 ſtay any longer in this World? 
' Thave nothing to do in it, and in Buſineſs only 
2 ed 5 


LETTER "CCXCVII. 


. 3 To ibe ſane. 
* * 2 
* * 


4HE Duke du Maine's Misfortune more | 
grieves than'ſutprizes' me. I am ſure he is 
innocent. God will avenge him. What 
ſtrange Things was I born to ſee! The late 
King foreſaw a Part of them, and I made him 
eaſy about the reſt, He reckoned when he died, 


| that his People would at laſt enjoy the Tran- - 
|  quility which his Labours had procured them.— 


Lam aſhamed of ſending my Receipt to the Trea- 
fary: bcontd-wilh 10:be under ao Obligation to 

. Tis not his Efteem for me, 
A m great Age that ſcreens me from. his Per- 


3 {ecution and his Attempts. Would he were 


| Cardinal, and ſtill more in his Triumph than in 
_ his Diſgrace.,, There's no Religion left: How 
ben do you expect any Juſtice ? I am gone to 
Ded, and hope never to rife out of it. What 


— ns The Meakure of 


' * — LS £ n * — - 
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| ould 1 40 longer in this World ? I have ſeen 


(9). : | 
"LETTER. COXEVIN, = 
To the ſame... 


A the * Archbiſhop of Rhea l Zan” | 


and Steadineſs, he would doubtleſs be hap- 


pier. Let us thank God there are yet Men in 


his Church, who cannot be brought to bend 
the Knee to the Grandees of the Earth. This 


Schiſm cuts me to the Heart. What Pains did 


not the late King take to make Peace in the 


Church! All the Meaſures they are now taking 


will plunge the Kingdom into the greateſt GG. 
lamities. They are ruſhing upon Deſtruction: 
they'll perceive it, and endeavour to retreat, but 


they will not be able to do it; as. they are not 


. terrified on the Edge of the Precipice, it won't 
be in their Power to get out, when once fallen 
into it. The violent Conduct of Father Le 3 | 


Tllier is no Excuſe for theſe Proceedings: Zeal 2 1 | 


for the ſound Doctrine ought not to make us 1 
„h, Archbiſh iſhop of ge. and afterwards of _ __. 


anon th Stickler for the found Doctrine, 


4. 33 path 1 4 married Mademoiſelle de d., 
Hermine, Neice, a. la- mode de Bretagne, of Madame , 
Maintenon, who had obtained him the See of Rheims.” 
He had figned two Pieces, which the Parliament of 
Paris ordered to be burnt by the Hands of the com, 
mon Hangman. Maill thanked God for it (ge a 
ſolemn Te Deum. God rewarded him. The P 


made him I 3 


renn. 


veſs de Nele, and of the Count 


7 


717 
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(32) 


reſemble the Abettors of Error. I receive Com- 


| . pliment upon Compliment, but nothing aſſuages 


F 


my Grief. I am now thoroughly ſenſible, that 
we are never more attached to this World, than 
when we are juſt ready to leave it. Pray to God 
to give me that Contempt of it, which ſo well 
Werten a Perſon of my Age. e 


LETTER cCcxcx. 


7 Madame de Caylus. 
March 17, 1718. 
+ 8 his what has been done about 
the Letter of the Archbiſhop of Rheims. I 
10 find great Fault with the Regulation 
concerning the Troops, and take upon me to 
draw bad Conſequences from it. I never was 
1 much taken up with great Affairs: Tis well- 
timed indeed! Will our Biſhops do nothing to 
revenge the Affront the Epiſcopal Order has juft 
© received? Solitude now appears very melan- 
choly to me. The Remembrance of paſt Times 2 
is Death to me ; the preſent makes my "Blood 
| that and Futurity: ſtagnates it. I am no longer 
able to write; I am now capable of nothing 
but Reſt, which is a ſad Occupation. The 
Nun that lies over my Head is dying: They are 
Actually giving her the Extreme Unction. Her 


Confeſſor, who is alſo mine, ſtept in as he was 
going up to her Room. Ban a 
. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


* the Reader wink wich Pleaſure 
peruſe the following Characters. They are 
not all. drawn by Madame de Maintenom 
Thoſe only of Turenne, Conde, Culbert, Louvoit, 


* Madame de Longueville, and the Duke of On 


belong to her: The reſt are by another Hand. 
I don't know that they have yet appeared in 
Print. They are Fragments of Memoirs which 
Madame de aintenion, and one. of her female 
Friends, had wrote on the Reign of Louis XIV, 
and on ſuch Events at Court as they had been 
Eye · Witneſſes of. Theſe Memoits are yet ex» 
tant; and if a Copy of them can be procured, 
the Publication of them may be depended on. 


(396) 
The Prince of Conde 


Lebe ge. "He had the Ph yr: 
" fognomy of an Eagle. In his Youth he 


the Civil Wars he followed 


was 2 Fop : During | 
Gallantry only to r political Ends. He 


was a weak Friend, but an open Enemy. It is 


|  GGid that he had a languiſhing Eye in the Fieſd 
of Battle, He was too hery to ſpare the Soldiers; 5 


yet humane, and much beloved by the Troops. 
He protected and debaſed the Parliament. His 


more haughty ; and yet he was infolent in Prof- | 
perity. He deſpiſed the Coadjutor as ſincerely, 


on account of his Licentiouſneſs, as he hated. 


Aanarin for getting him impriſoned. He ten- 
tetly loyed his Son, and deteſted his Wife. In 
dis Vengeance there is ſomething that diſguſts 
even thoſe who eſteem him. His aiming at the 
Crown of Poland did him Honour in Parit, 


and made hima little ridiculous at Court. The 


| Conqueſt of Franche-Comt? reinſtated him in 
the King's Favour, who ſaid in the Preſence of 


Barbefieux and Villerey when he heard of his. 


 Modamede la Valiere. 


I {; — REI 


. HERE ; is not a aid cable Mk 1 


ung, nor did ever Woman love him more 


- 3 


. Fore· knowledge 3 and as ſome have added, | 


| (985 6 48 

- tenderly than Madame de {a Paliere. Her Hear 
. was ſimple and pure, incapable of Fraud, Arti- 
| fice and Meanneſs. I never knew a brighter 


Soul: She was formed for God, Mud and 


gentle, of an even Temper, and always in that 
languiſhing Diſpoſition which charms a Loverz 
liſtening to nothing but the Dictates of her 
Heart; too much taken up with the King to 
mind her own- Fortune, ghana 
Ins. ” 


N de la aden 


; 11˙⁰⁰ a happy Phyſiognomy, a noble Airs 
| much Wit and Judgment, and little 
Learning : He was intriguing flexible 3 had 


was falſe. | He was: repreſented by many as hays 
ing a bad Heart: If this be true, Retirement 
and Age muſt have mended his Character. I 
never knew a Friend more firm and opens 


| hearted, nor a better Counſellor in that Quality. 
He loved to be uppermoſt. Perſonal Courage 


ſeemed a Folly to him, and he could ſcaretſ 


| keep that Opinion to himſelf; nevertheleſs he 


was brave. He retained to his dying Day his: 
lively and witty Humour, which was always 
entertaining; tho' he was naturally grave. His 
Son cauſed the Father's Faults. to be forgotten, 
nne 

Affection 
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AﬀQion of! many a his N and ES 
en ene Fayour at Court. 50 | 


Auen de Moneſpin 


5 As pablo ben iet If 1 
„could have impait' d the Splendor of the 
moſt brilliant Reign, it was the King's Paſſion. 
for this Lady, the only Circumſtance capable of 
tarniſhing his Glory. Madame de Monteſpan 
had lovely Eyes, childiſh Airs, and the fineſt 
_ Complexion in the World, even after having 
Had ſeveral Children: She had Wit, Pride and 
| Haughtineſs. Never did any Miſtreſs reign 
more; yet was ſhe wholly unfit for ſuch aStation: 


| | She loved che King by Fits and Starts, but 


Money much more. Her Whims daily plunged 
him into exceſſive and idle Expences. She ne- 
| ver ans hc Arran and ox an 9884 


be Duke: ef Vendome” 5 
Net Henry W. in many ks Lite : 
him he was frank, liberal, haſty, without 

" Bjorn) Pride or Oftentation. He was too 
long left in Indolence and Inaction. The 
Soldiers called him Father. His Reputation 
rather than his Abilities beat the Inperialiſis in 
uin. He had a Fund of Sloth and Indolence, 
1 of Senſe and ſome Knowledge of 


* | 


IS. * - 
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Hiſtory. - - He would have the Abbe de Cheaten 

write the Hiſtory of his Campaigns. 2 

a bad Orator he ſpoke with Energy. He loved 

Pleaſure too much, and was too indelicate in 
the Choice of his Companions : It ſeemed as if 

he imagined his Preſence was ſufficient to endow. = 

a whole ANY: with Merit 9 to his own. 


be Dauphin eee „ 
Hog an led Heart, was a good Father, = 
| a dutiful Son, a tender Huſband, and 
a ſincere Friend. As a private Gentleman, he 
Had been adored ; had he reigned, he would 
. have perceived that all theſe Qualities | were not 
| fit for the Throne. His Manners were gentle; 
be was quite void of Ambition; and ſincerely 5 
\ dreaded to-ſurvive the King. 


Aale de Nn 


WI very beautiful, had great Wit, and 10 5 
like a Saint. Her Youth was ſpent in the "2M 
Intrigues of the Civil Wars, in which the beha- 
| ved with more Art than Wiſdom. God touched . 
ber Heart, and ſhe unfortunately fell into the 
Hands of the Janſeniſts, whom ſhe favoured. 
She led an auſtere Life; her Devotion was 
| ſevere, but not ridiculous ; and though natu- 
rally of a tender Conſtitution, would chuſe to 


6.5. 
; 11 


ſtand, by way of Mortiſication. ITI fad 


TRL Cv 
Keil ofa Deva, ae b 
A . 


neter Turene 
eee eee xj 
his Eye-brows met, his Aſpect was bad, 

and very deceitful; for more Mildnch,, Benighity 
and Humanity were never found in a Man. 
Though be was lofty, yet he knew how to be 
extremely modeſt. He was a Stranger to Self- 
Intereſt, whether in great or ſmall Matters, tad 
knew not even his own. Circumſtances.. He 

committed a, Fault in imparting to his Nephew, 
the Cardinal de Bouillon, what he ought not to 
have truſted him with, Another Error may be | 
placed to his Account, and that was, revealing an 
Affair of great Importance to a young Lad? 
whom he loved. But why ſhould we Pity Faults 
where there are ſo many V irtues to be admired ? 


* bp 


He was always compared. to the Prince of Candi. 
Without deciding in favour of either, thePrince's 


Valour was more conſpicuous, and that of M. 
Tarenne more prudent. He was a Stranger to 
every Vice. The King uſed all his Endeavours 
to convert him, but he was convinced long be- 
fore he abjured : He deferred that Moment, leſt 
it ſhould., be imputed. to Complaiſance to the 
- that happened at the Louvre: A Fire * 


— 4 
TA 


* 


_- 
dicke büt in ile ay, and — 
terrible "Conflapration, the Hoſt was brougnt 

near, and the Fire went out: Upon Which le 


could not help ſaying, e and cn, 

5 * . 
- Moyfeur Colbert 

Rin the Finances, which W 

bf Ponguet and the Avarice of Mazarin had 

greatly diſordered. He was the Patron of 

Man that diſtinguillied' himſelf by any Merit or 

Talent. He tncouraped Commerce. He Was 


"hated, un Account of bis being barſh and Co, 


He was madeſt, and yet weak enough to give 
himſelf out for à Gentleman. He was extolled 
after his Death; but his greateſt Elogium is to 
be found in the Conduct of all his Bucceſlvis. 
Y "The Vexations be met with from M. de Louveis, 
' who made the King launch out into all Sorts of 
Expences, ſhortened, his Days. He raiſed his | 
Family too high; but . 
Eerved the King faithfully. 025 


eee ts lee, 
Was a Man of great Parts, 1 
verſed in the loweſt Branches of Buſineſs, 


df profound Secrecy, prying into every Thing, 
and wanting to know even the moſt common 


. Handicrafts, He was rough and ſevere, attached 
1 but ſo * 
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RR 5 * 310. 3 
Jad contradicting, that be thereby became is. | 
lerable to his Maſter. He had a quick Con- 
- ception of Things, formed. his Plan ſpeedily, 
and executed it as readily. The Military Men 
were much divided in their Opinions of him: 
He was almoſt as much beloved as he was 
hated. His conſtant Error was, that he always 
\ hindered Marſhal Tuwrenne from puſhing - his 
_Conquelt... Without Wars he could not have 
kept his Poſt, and he was ſenſible of it; After 
bis Death bis Heart was found uncommonly 
_contraQted,, by which ſome thought he died of 


— 


Grief; others ſaid he was poiſon . 


T The Prince of Conti 8 


H AD great Talents both natural and n 
a magnanimous Air, an awful Manner of 
1 ſpeaking, a noble and eaſy Carriage. He was 
verſed in the Art of War, and had Courage. | 
- *Gratitade was none of his Virtues; Had be 
known how to bend, he had been King of Po- 1 
land. The King was not ſorry that he aimed 
at that Crown, but would have been con- 
Ferned if he had attained it. He thought 
with more Wiſdom than Ambition : : ſpoke 
| ' gracefully, and wrote well. He committed 
| u Fault in betraying a Kind of Contempt and 
= "Hatred" of che Jeſuits : He was ſuſpected, of 
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5 
fo” far to thoſe Sulpicions, that this King 9 
did not eo IRE EC IM 
een 4 \ Marſhal Frog 3 
TAS brave, and Maſter of his merten | 
but he ſo ill improved his Advantages, © 
his 8 would have been apt to think he con- 
quered rather by Inſpiration: than by his Abili- 
ties. He had ſomething ſiniſter in his Counte- 1 
nance, but the Prejudice conceived from it wore 
off after à little Acquaintance with him. He 
was the perſonal Enemy of Louveis, who gave 
him the utmoſt Provocation : He revenged him- 
ſelf on his Enemies at Home only by his Vie- 
tories. When in Priſon, he vowed their De- 
ſtruction; the Moment he was ſet at Liberty, 
he ran to embrace them, and forgave them. 
Such as accuſed him of magie Arts ought em- 
"ſelves to be accuſed of Credulity ; and thoſe who s 
could think him guilty of poiſoning," were at 
leaft guilty of Malice. He was pious towards 
| the End of his Life; fond of being compared 
Wich Trenne; and laughed when he heard Conjif 
18 ape i her yet Mins | 57 — -- 
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| $ a Man of great Pars. His Morals are not- 
arity has won him 

the Hearts of the Army and the People. He is 

2 Lover of Arts and Sciences, and has made | 


.greatly contributed to his Elevation. He is more 
ambitious than a Subject ought to be; but the 5 
Nood he is deſcended. from accouns. for it. 
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the Court, and was not known there. | 
> She: concealed the deepeſt rooted Vanity © 
mor, un of the'ſevereſt Humility, 
pi I yt 3 
and would have 8 


.- i 4. Berber 
nor the 14 of a Chriſtian, nor 
Manners of a well-bred:Man. 
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becauſe ſhe wanted 2664 Sen 
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R Senſe and an upright Heart. His 

Morality was pure as his Manners ** He 
Was nevertheleſs accuſed, with ſome Found. 
tion, of not having always been ſo ſevere. It 


was a ſuperficial Knowledge of Medals that | 
made the King take a Likiag to him. His Me- 
ridian was brilliant, but his Beginning and hies 
End were not anſwerable to it. He was of & - 
best in every_thing ;. ' magnificent, © 
f prodigal, lofty; a Contraſt to ig Vahere. vt 
The Splendor of Fayour affected her more than 5 


the Pleafure arteriding upon it. "There way 5 Gi Sg 


ſomething majeſtic in her "Beauty, . _ Her Imagi- - * 
nation carried her to every Thing that Was | 
grand and elegant. The King loved her paſs 
honately, doubtleſs on Account of a Similitude 
of Character; but his Love laſted n . 
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AS devout, but Devotion did not cure 75 
per of her odd, | whimſical Ways: She 
© was haughty and diftruſtful ;' and the Ladies that 
attended her, ſuffered a' great deal in the laſt 
"Months of her Life. The Dauphin would = 
have loved her, had ſhe been 'pleaſed to- have - 
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I. d Harlai; Arebbiſhep of Paris; 12 


V never liked by the King : He was very | 

zealous, but his Zeal was ill e jy 
His Ambition, like his Genius, knew no Bounds. 
He attacked Hereſies rather to obtain Favour at 
Court, than for the Sake of Truth. Had he 
deen as great a Man as he imagined bimſelf to 
be, his Paſſion for Women was ſufficient to ſtain 
bis Glory. This Irregularity was fo notorious, 
that i it 22010 not but give the King a Diſguſt to 
_ making any Uſe of him. Madame &L * * ® 
made him commit many Faults, and n 
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. The Marquis de Scignelai® 


CAPABLE. of governing the State, was c- 
the ſame, time incapable of managing bis 
| domeſtic Affairs. Never did any Son leſs re- 


ſemble a Father: He had none of his Principles, 

oF though he had been long employed under him. 45 
He differed from Louvois in that his Viewe 
reached to the moſt diſtant Object, whereas 
 Lauvois was intent only on the neareſt. He 
aimed at being a Philoſopher, a Miniſter, and a 
Soldier; and this Whim of excelling in every 
ching, procured him great Succeſs and a great 
deal of Ridicule. He was active, vigilant, up- 
right; and loved the State ftill «ah 
King. His Debauches ſhortened his e 


died e od bis own FARO Soi 
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wel” a ale Dec dong ofthis Vin 
cation. In Youth he was the moſt amiable 
Man in his Kingdom; in Age the beſt Chri- 
ſtian in it. Adverſity did not ſhake him. He 
got the better of all his Paſſions, except his 
* Taſte for Magnificence. He loved all thoſe 
tat ſerved him punQually and heartily. He 
hated Calumniators, Slanderers, and wicked 
Men: Was very reſerved, yet very ſincere. 

2 Son of Calbere, - 
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5 hole were remarkable for a Zeal and an Ad- 
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a Tri great Man in in him He was 
| Kal Kb Paris: In the At . he way » 
adored. *No Man ever had fewer Friends; but - 2 


miration to be {dom found in Friendſhip. 
When he was out of Employment, it uſed to be 
Gid of him, that be was capable of executing any 
thing,” He raiſed bimſelf without caballing : He 
never ſounded f own Praife : He fcorned to 

_ ward off any Blow, which envious Perſons, for 

ke had d Enemies, aimed at him. He died 
calmly, fearing” moching, hoping Hothing,: per- 

_ haps: believing nothing... His Merit was natu- 

ral ; it coſt him nothing. He was above Ho- 

nours. | Though Charged with Irrel cligion, he 
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